The New York Times
Friday, November 10, 2006

Ehe New Pork Times

Still Crazy,
But That Was
The Concept

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. — Art
between the 1960s and the end of the 1990s
was out of its mind. That’s what was exciting
about it. Painting and sculpture held their
ground, while all this other stuff swarmed in:

bare bodies, disembodied ideas,

HOLLAND flickery little films, weird sounds,

angry words, dances on fire es-
CUTTER - capes, bulldozers in the desert. At
various points, manically, every-
thing was happening at once.
: Since no one knew what to
make of it all, it was, and is, left to museums
to tell the story. Most of the big ones tackle
the job in a certain way. They go into chaos-
control mode, sorting art into movements, pe-
riods and stars. The history that results is
tidy; it is also tranquilized and in some ways
untrue.

By contrast certain smaller institutions,
like the new Hessel Museum of Art at Bard
College here, don’t seem to feel compelled to
make artificial sense of the past or of the
present. Ensconced in an academic setting,
based on an ethos of experimentation and free
of charge to visitors, they can let art stay cra-
zy and exciting, which is what the Hessel
does.

Physically, the museum is a 10-gallery
expansion of the existing Center for Curatori-
al Studies at Bard. The original building, de-
signed by Goettsch Partners, looked likea
bunker, Now it looks like a bigger bunker. The
center itself was founded more than a decade
ago in large part with money from Marieluise
Hessel, who put her contemporary art collec-
tion at its disposal as a student resource. She
also provided $8 million toward the new mu-
seum, and with the opening of its inaugural

ART
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Felix Gonzalez-Torres

Wrestle

“Untitled” (North), with 15-walt bulbs, by
Felix Gonzalez-Torres, at the Hessel Museum
of Art in Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y.

show, titled “Wrestle,” on Sunday, at least
part of her collection will always be on view.
Its range is wide but patchy. Ms. Hessel
started buying in Europe in the 1960s, and her
tastes and interests have skipped around. She
went through a Pop painting phase, an Arte
Povera phase, a Pattern and Decoration

~ phase. She clearly found work related to iden-

tity and gender politics of the 1980s and ’90s
particularly gripping. Consequently the col-
lection has a fairly high percentage of art by

Continued on Page 36
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