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SUBURBSNuburbia
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Downtown 
Atlanta

COBB COUNTY

Mableton

Mable 
Plantation House

Mable 
Plantation House

New suburb 
development

1839

1912

2021

1841

Mable Plantation House built.

By 1860, around 50 enslaved 
people worked on Robert 
Mable’s 300-acre plantation.

Cherokee and Creek people forced off of their land.
300 acres of and given to Robert Mable during the Georgia Land Lottery.

1500s
–1825

Cobb County land is the land 
of the Cherokee and Creek 
people.

From the mid-1700s to 1825, 
English settlers including 
James Ogelthorpe worked to 
subjugate, enslave, and remove 
the Native people.

Current state of Mableton. 

Large suburb, well-known 
suburb of Atlanta. Within 
the last two decades, Like 
many suburbs around the 
country, Mableton has had 
an increase in non-white 
population. 

Mableton incorporated as a town, but disincorporated 4 years later
over a heavy tax burden placed on the citizens.

Future: Mableton continues to 
change. The community offers 
a new image for the American 
cultural and political ideal.

1947

1865End of the American Civil War

1988Mable Plantation House added 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places

1733First colonists arrive on the 
land that will become Georgia.

Levittown, NY established 
becoming America’s first suburb

Mableton suburbanized



N
ub

ur
bi

a,
 A

dv
 V

I Erin Biediger

Willowcrest development

Mable Plantation House
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Power

Peace

Death

Sadness

Summer

Winter

Cherokee family represented 
by a 1950s postcard.
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Space for storytelling

Shotgun houses were influenced 
by Haitian ti kay cottages. 

Hallway-less
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inward
communal

warmth

outward
storytelling

breeze

connected
shared
neutral
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Single Person
Couple

Short or Long Term Rental
Nomad

2 Roommates
Elderly Folks
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Divorced Parent 
2–3 Roommates

Short or Long Term Rental
1–2 Couples
Elderly Folks
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Traditional Nuclear Family
3–4 Roommates

Small Multi-generational Family
2 Couples
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Multi-Generational Family
Large Nuclear Family

4-8 Roommates
Couple Renting Extra Rooms
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Traditional Suburban 
Ownership

Nuburban 
Private Ownership

Nuburban 
Communal Ownership
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