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THE PAPER TRAIL

Note by Ivan Vladislavi¢

The Ponte evictions began in mid-2007 and went on into the fol-
lowing year. When Mikhael Subotzky and Patrick Waterhouse first
visited the block early in 2008, they found that the vacated flats
had been ransacked. Among the broken furniture and abandoned
possessions, carelessly scattered and trampled underfoot, they
found an extraordinary array of papers: identity documents, CVs,
certificates, time sheets, affidavits, refugee visa application forms,
hospital reports, drafts of letters on pages torn from exercise books,
rental statements, notebooks, photographs, posters, maps. It was
only after many visits, in the winter months of 2008, that they be-
gan to collect and preserve these documents.

This paper trail shows that there were atleast two people living in
Flat 3607: Jerome Matondo Kabangu and Promise Ilunga Kinkela.*
Most of the papers belonged to Kabangu.

Kabangu was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo in
1981 and grew up on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. As he tells it,
his life was disrupted by the war in the late 1990s, with the murder of
his father and the persecution of his family. After hiding in the bush
for some time, he made his way to Lubumbashi, where he finished
his schooling in 2001 and also did a diploma in pharmacology.
To avoid being forced into the army, he joined up with some
cousins, including Kinkela, and fled the country. They went from
Manono to Pweto, and then across the border into Zambia, where
they received help at the Roman Catholic mission. After ten days,
they crossed into Zimbabwe and went straight on to South Africa,
entering the country illegally in April 2003.

Like many migrants before and since, they headed for
Johannesburg. The city has always been a magnet for people who
want to make a new start. There is usually work to be had and you
can put a roof over your head. But it is not easy, as the new arrivals
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also discover. Johannesburg has a way of chewing people up and
spitting them out.

For the first few years, Kabangu lived in a flat in Olivia Road,
before moving a few blocks away to Flat 3607 in Ponte. He found
work in a Wimpy and trained as a waiter and bartender at a hotel
school in Bree Street. In the CV that reflects this qualification, he
described himselfas a presentable, clean-living and punctual young
man: ‘T am honest and reliable, and get on well with my Fellowmen.’
Later he received a certificate from the Yebo Nonke Security Services
and Training Academy and became a security guard.

In one of many statements about his arrival in South Africa,
Kabangu says he acquired refugee status within weeks. The aban-
doned documents show that the Department of Home Affairs
granted a request for asylum in 2005, issuing him with a certificate
of exemption that would have to be renewed upon expiry. He later
received a refugee ID document.

Kabangu never seems to have settled down in his new home.
In June 2003, within months of arriving in Johannesburg, he filled
out an application form for permanent residence in Canada, in
which he described the circumstances that had turned him into a
refugee. If this application was ever submitted, it must have been
rejected. In July the following year, he filled out an application for
an Australian offshore humanitarian visa, presumably with the
same negative result.

In September 2006, Kabangu was working as a security guard
at a complex in Honeydew. When he refused access to a white
couple who had no business in the complex, the man began to hurl
racial abuse at him. Incensed by the guard’s smiling response, the
man drew a gun and fired a shot, which missed. Kabangu laid a
charge of attempted murder at the Honeydew Police Station and
filled out an official complaint form addressed to the South African
Human Rights Commission. A follow-up letter from the Commis-
sion shows that he submitted the complaint, but he may not have
taken the matter further. Around the same time, he wrote to the
commander of the Honeydew Police Station to thank him for his
handling of the case, which had led to the arrest of the accused.

Promise Ilunga Kinkela lived sometimes in Flat 3607 and some-
times in another flat along the corridor. He seems to have been
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Kabangu’s cousin and to have followed the same route into South
Africa. He certainly tried to cut the same paths out of the country,
although at different times. In January 2004, his application for
migration to Australia as a refugee was rejected by the High Com-
mission in Pretoria. As late as November 2006, a letter on the
subject of the immigration medical examination shows that he was
trying to get to Canada.

The stories scattered among the papers left in Flat 3607 are
fragmentary and uncertain. Kabangu and Kinkela filled out various
application forms, but there is no sign that they were ever submitted.
To complicate things, the forms of the two cousins are jumbled
together with those of several other relatives, all offering similar
answers to certain questions. Disentangling the applicants pro-
vides little assurance: these are people desperate to prove that
they are deserving of refugee status or humanitarian assistance.
Reconstructing their stories accurately and checking their veracity
would be a complex task for an historian or a psychologist — per-
haps even a detective - and is far beyond the scope of this note.

At a glance, however, the papers reveal some fascinating things.
One of the most striking is the instability of Jerome Matondo
Kabangu’s name. He uses a dozen different versions, varying the
order of the three main elements, occasionally adding a new one
and often changing a spelling. His first name becomes his surname,
his middle name becomes his first name. The name Jerome morphs
into John, used as both first name and surname. His middle name
Matondo becomes Mande and then a more recognisably South
African Mandla. His surname goes from Kabangu to Kanda.
His initials turn on themselves like a palindrome: he is JMK and
KMJ. His name, an open-ended play on variants, 1s an index of his
efforts to fashion a new identity.

The papers are full of telling repetitions. The key sections of
the application forms, especially those that tell the story of leaving
the DRC and make a case for not returning there, are written and
rewritten many times. There are divergent versions of the same
events in the same hand. If these are not fictions, they are certainly
elaborations. In variations on a theme, someone is trying to perfect
a story, to get it straight or make the most of it.

Among the papers are several letters addressed to the South
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African Consulate in Lubumbashi in support of visa applications
by Congolese citizens wishing to travel to South Africa. In one se-
quence, a handwritten document becomes a sworn statement on
an official form (unsigned and uncertified) and then a typewritten
letter. These successive drafts, searching for clarity and formal-
ity, trace an approach to the bureaucracy, an attempt to meet its
requirements and crack its codes.

Nearly all the letters, even the formal ones, are stained and
tattered. The occasional dusty shoeprint is easily explained by the
circumstances in which the papers were found, but the signs of
wear tell other stories. The value of these papers lay in their use.
They were carried in pockets or folded into wallets. Some of them
are faded to the point of illegibility. The refugee identity papers
issued by Home Affairs literally fall apart in your hands when you
open them. Their ruined state is a sign of how close they were kept.

Why then were they left behind? It may be that the tenants of
Flat 3607 had to leave in a hurry with no chance to sort and pack.
Or it may be that the documents had outlived their usefulness.
Perhaps it was simply time for Jerome Matondo Kabangu to give
his name another twist and move on to a new address.

* Not their real names
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All documents and photographs in this booklet were found
in the abandoned Flat 3607, 2008
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www.dr Crsaexpress.co.za
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has successfully compieted a Basic Astronomy course
comprising the following modules:

Stars
The Sun
Small Bodies
The Terrestrial Planets
The Earth-Moon System
Orbits in the Solar System
The Dynamics of the Earth
The Jovian Planets and Pluto
Orbits Outside of the Solar System
Celestial Mechanics and the Solar System
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South African Hnman Rights Commission — Complaint Form — English

2L.In your own wrords, tell us exactly what happened. Include all the infonnati‘on, which
you think is important, Be.as brief as possible. If you need more space, please use a separate
piece of paper TﬂElNCMIéN]ﬂAI”?f/\/fl/W”E/V/V\/’fso’yﬂ‘//:%
/:A{\./.\..A....S.c.‘.(;.&.//.&/.(fl..é‘.m.&#,.,Z..W&jzzy..Zfdrﬁ.,.éf VARA. FRLSE, oG
A.cci:?ss..mmé.o&.....\«lﬂf«,A.,.uNK.m/o.m..w.ﬂzZﬁ..,é?...ve,yfé.z-i..A@.@Mt“(/

GAE.,

Zﬁﬁ..ﬁcﬁ&sM.Zﬂ.ey,..we&e...a.omo;..ZQ..wsx.z.-.xxaz.,.smr...sxuz.z‘m?
}HE,!I.({Z.A(QZ,/(NQ.V.\(..‘I.,A‘Skfxl..ﬁfzﬁ.,.,7#5...5.'. RIANE.OR.. THE. FELSoy
7.15(4.“%.W4m2€4.zb.;.yz.szx.i.,md,...'Zt./é:.cﬂg.ﬂﬁng.,,s.%@:.m.z./xts.,ﬁﬂe“
4} 4.1{.5..&1&,mg.m&..mxf/z.c/x‘./..s.,.w:..A/.s.'[f.a.././y..zﬂe..wzfma.m ’
A'NJ../..WASALI.{—..A.&éﬁ.Z@.,.ﬁﬁéﬁ.?ﬂé‘m...,SMMEM,A‘/.,.D/.&MAM.?&(/
'FQ.,.ZtCé.:4.44,%.w_ay...aﬂ5...w,es“,szamwa.famf,.z.zﬁmnuss.z@ﬁ
@:uam.,.#.e\/.d....4..9?.«;/.44.4(02..1{64.4..1?...Zﬁfm,..[..Am.‘.&iu.&ds
[..Zﬂ!f(w(....l.ﬁ.mu..Cé,tszi&.a...l..4.’.&7...N?.Z...ﬁ&ﬁuﬁ..kf(ﬁfﬁ

: Mﬂrlx%UT/WAS\TVST.S‘M/AI/Y@/?/&/VHCA‘S'K . MY

/.,..‘.'\'/45..,SMI.AZA(AQ,.J,'—:'.@&......%A((]..S:/}f.&iéfﬂ....ZQ...(’./.Y.»S.’.C(A/.‘..,Mf,.ﬂﬁ CAL=
AE.(I.‘./lflf..ﬂﬁ&ﬁz&lmﬁ.‘.A(f.f.m.c.‘s.,xfzv.d...i%‘l/éeé...:aﬁ..?&ﬁlyd‘.:/;c:&'.,..”..,
— TUCASE SEE ATIACH —
22.Have you reported this case to anyone else?
0 Yes 0 No >/6 <
Ifyes, who? (B.g., the police; a lawyer; the Public Bl e e e

23. Can we use your.name in nevrs reports or letters vre write for you?

0%es ONo LY, BECHUSE. COF.... BECURIY...RERSQUN......

. 24, Did anybody see what happened? (Pleasé only tell us about people who
actually saw what happened, Do not tell us about Dpeople who heayd about what happened
‘

from someone else.)

Their name or names...../. : .
QINE. RESI.EL LAk COMILEN. [ ToH.
FOE  HE LA VOLICE Mmapg B

/.,.M/mﬂ...z“a..mﬁ.,4,4.44./:.,.4/.?...s?ﬁf...kaé.w..2#/5..?#@0@.«44!}1555.2 o

— CONTINUE OF MY STHIEMEA/

rees
Quésiion gy .
L, wWiks Tusr QUiETy WIHEN THET WHITE AN \A’/ZS
CAALIN G PME NAMES. THEN MY TARTN ER '\%ST 7
NE | F THAT MAN wWiAs JRUNK, | 5’:’“{-’ (o
KNOW 47 17 SEEMS LIKE HE WAS OUT OF #H1& MIND,
| WAS WATCHING HIMANA HE WAS SWEARING AT
/\/\57 CALLEY ME WITH RHAC/IST NAMES , THEA
| WENT OuT 70 TAkE THE PRATE A =rCie
MAN SAY 70 rme * S a7 A ‘7_47/64 /AN 6’0:/\/6 ¢’ |
b izt ~ o h78 NomBERT 1 MY NOTHING. J
AFTER THAT ) WENT 2ACK JND THE GuAR HEUSE,
THE 1Ady WAS TR JING To STOP HimM TALiNvG BuT
THE GUY WAS KEPT oM INSULTING ME ThEN #eE
CARLEY ME ” 4 gpzoon GOr ANGRY ANG WEN
OUT \NHERE THERE WERE PAEKING THEIR CAR
[ WANTE 70 ASK Hr M WY HE WHhs IXISULTIN G ME
To THAT EXYTEN(, REFFERING ME To THE ANNMAL,
)T LS HURTEY ME, | WENT STRAIGHT TO HIM, %/E‘/‘i/ff
SCATING  IN #RONT OF HS CAR  ScREAM ING WAL/
CAN Jo, \WHEw 1 REACHEY IHERE HE VRS W TIC - OPEEY
THE Jook OR #IS CAR THEN PuLlLY #13S Gon AN
SHoT MT, TORM U NpTElY #E 2/SSEY Are, 7(/\///‘*/
COvld K0/ BEL/RE /7 BEcALSE / WAS cLogGE 7o HI A
) RAN ALY IN70 THE COMPLEX Lfe A fiﬁf, if;;c’;’;;i%
ML VAR )RS HOLING, //\/au/j/_/\/c\“ THE /f“;fc Fig e
) WROTE JHE TAre NUABER. REFORE W%y PAR TIER
G NGl i S T
L WHOHE 4 WRITE AkSO THeE TAATE A TS Y
S \rd) 0PEN THE A ENTTE] MURIERT CASE 4T HoweJew

PollCe [ THEL CASE NUrMEER ;s
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Citizenship and Citoyenneté et PROTECTED WHEN COMPLETED - B

I" on Canada 1 Canada PAGE 1 OF 2
PAGE 6 OF 6
EARTD, PLICATION FOR FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Authority to disclose persoral information AP MANENT RESIDENCE Office file number (or IMM 1343 Case Label)
To ass}st in the ing of my lication for immi to Canada and to facilitate my settlement in Canada if | am selected, | hereby N CANADA
authorize the release of inforr: ation related to my identity, including any personal information from my immigrant case file, medical file, I i
and information | have provided in interviews to a visa officer to: Category under which you are applying:(sse Instructions) Space reserved Date of receipt stamp at post
' : : - for applicant's photo
* the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees | Family class ] Refugees outside Canada
* the International Organization for Migration :f Economicclass Other. ‘
* any organization under contract or that has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Citizenship and Immigration Canada to
provide refugee processing services How many family members (including yourself) are included
: o X in this application for permanent residence in Canada?
“ any service providing organization that will be providing me with settlement services upon my arrival in Canada
4 L: u prefer for:
* provincial health authorities in Canada e
" Comespondence: | English /] French
| further authorize the release of information related to my identity, including any personal information from my immigrant case file, — . .
medical, criminal or security file, and information | have rovided in interviews to: 1
£ Interview: "Jengish /] French  Other |
* potential sponsorship groups in Canada who may be interested in sponsoring me (and my family, if any)
! i i 1. Your full name (as shown i your passport or travel document) 12. Education
* the sponsor in Canada who signed a sponsorship for me {and my family, if any) How many years of formal education do you have?
Family name 4
i . z i i | of leted education?
It is important for you to know that the consent to release your personal information to sponsors and potential sponsors is completely \Whatls yourhighsst [evelioficoamp!
Master's degree
2. Yoursex Imale ] Female /] secondary = 9
e ] Trade/apprenticeship —Jenp
= ;
3. Your date of birth olo9H . 9.84 | Non-university certificate/diploma
e—— Fr s =
Sigralure of applicant 4. Your place of birth  Town/City ,(, v /gUM g/) 9// 13. Your current occupation A/ ; /; ]

=

cny _f#, 4 CONGO 1

Your mailing address (include city and country)

J
\ of citizenship d 3 /{ . ConGo —J
% ’>( : e 1 A 6. Yournativelanguage  [in) [ ) — L0/ |
o Ovy Zair ( ]
CAVS AR : - 7
7 i - 7. Your height /5? cm|OR ft inj 15. Your residential address, if different from your mailing address
b ; oy . A . Colour of your eyes 2 1
\ v ) Ps A | e saalaly VG ROW.
& % ; \ 18 g 9. Your current marital status
. 1 L5 O | = 7 i Legally
; i . \ momed | _IMared T wicowea JLeEW
VAOR'S Oy QU ‘
XN > 72N \ — Annulled T 16. Your telephone numbers
\ ced Common-law Number
e [ [ ( K | —— marriage __| Divor :) Country code  Area code
D —
Ao VE 2 If you are married or in a common-law oy Wowh  Vear At home
o i i i z ionshi i2 the date on which
The informatien you provide on (s form is collected under the authorty of the Immigration and Refuges Protection Act and will be used for the purpose of bl S Alternative | ( o )
Cone gy Your applcation for permanent residence in Canada. This nformalion will b rfaied e Personal Information Bank CIC PPU 042 entitled Immigrant oo i Taiion
Case File. Under the provisions of the Privacy Act and the Access fo Infamatie: Act, individuals have the right to protection of and access to their personal e 1
ions for obtaining

10. Have you previously heen married or in a common-law relationship?

No Yes Give the following details for each previous
g sl * spouse or partner. If you do ot have enough

i assport
space, provide details on a separate sheet of 18. Details from your passpol
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Dear Mr R

I regret to advise that your application for migration to
Australia under the Refugee and Humanitarian (migrant)
Class XB has not been successful. - You have failed to
satisfy the relevant criteria and therefore you have not
been granted a visa.

This decision was made by assessing the information and
claims made in your application against the requirements
of Australia’s Migration Act and Regulations.
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