Effective Writing:  Claims, Evidence, Warrants 
Claims:           [image: image1.wmf]
A claim is a statement of a position that you want to persuade others to believe. Claims have different names in different contexts. They can also be called hypotheses, thesis statements, positions, propositions, and avenues of approach.

Examples of claims are: 

· Abraham Lincoln was more interested in saving the union than in freeing the slaves. 

· Requiring school uniforms would end bullying and hate crimes in schools. 

· Cloning of human beings should be outlawed. 

· Holden Caulfield, from J.D. Salinger’s novel, The Catcher in the Rye, is just an extreme example of a typical teenager. 
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Evidence consists of any the following: examples, facts, observation, data, statistics, and quotations.  Your evidence should clearly support your claim. 

· Is there enough evidence to support the claim? 

· Does the evidence come from an unbiased authority? 

· Is the evidence truthful and can it be verified from a variety of sources?
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Warrants show how the evidence supports the claim.  It serves as the BRIDGE that explicitly connects the HOW and WHY.  It answers the following questions: How does the evidence support the claim? Why does the evidence support the claim?  It’s the implied statement/underlying principle that makes the claim work.
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Philosopher Stephen Toulmin coined the terms: claims, evidence, and warrants.  
