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T shoppmg 1evel w111 acma y bhe
,on the ground floor alth gh

~o’f the north~facmg sectlon
. The Wilds is the

' have two penthouses. at the
top and will be completed by
~next January.
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SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH

PONTE-NUCLEUS IS ..

THE TALLEST

BUILDING

IN THE

SOUTHERN

PONTE-NUCLEAUS .
.the tallest residential cum
retail complex in the
Southern Hemisphere. This
incredible construction acts
as a ‘‘gateway to
Johannesburg” and  will
stand 162 metres high.

This. 54 storey building
will house | 500 people in
464 flats. The 54 storeys
comprise 42 floors of
apartments, 4 floors for
service. servant quarters and
storage, . seven floors of
parking and one floor being
the shopping
Nucleus. '

The apartments vary from
bachelor flats to luxury
three-bedroom  flats. The

cenire,.

HEMISPHERE

majority of the flats are
leased furnished and all
have a panoramic view. To
date, 200 flats have laready
been let and the demand for
the remainder, as they are
completed, has been great.

The circular building has
been divided into seven
segments. Six of these are
occupied by flats and the
seventh segment which faces
“west and the inconvenience
of the afternoon sun and
view of high-rise buildings,
consists of eight lifts and two
stairways. An additional
staircase on the opposite
side of the open well acts as
a further fire-escape.

There are seven floors of

parking. allowing space for
5350 cars. Access is from Lily
Avenue in the north and via
a spiral ramp in the sout

“from Hadfield Road. '

Nucleus the shopping
area, is totally covered and
will be a unique and
innovative shopping centre.
Forty shops and kiosks will
provide every need for the
Ponte and surrounding
populations, plus, be a centre
where there will be
entertainment for all people
at all times.

Ponte is scheduled to be
totally completed by the end
of 1975 and will be South
Africa’s Premier  Apartment
complex.
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Terror trial lawyer

From Page 1

after being unable to deter-
mine who had instructed Mr
Chetty- to appear for the
accused in the case, Nor-
man Velapi Ngwenya, 24,
who was charged with ter-
rorism, sabotage, attempt-
ed hurder and the posses-
sion of explosives and unde:
sirable weapons.

Mr Chetty qualified as an
attorney in Durban in 1971
and carved out a name for
himself as the instructing
attorney in the Saso trial in
Pretoria in the mid-seven-
ties.

Two of Mr Chetty's for-
mer employees, Mr Chris
Mokeditoa and Mr Kenneth
Matima, were detained un-
der the security laws.

Others who have worked

for him include Mrs llona |

Kleinschmidt, separated
wife of Mr Horst Kleinsch-
midt, a key figure in the
banned Christian Institute,

Mr Glenn Moss and Mr

Karel Tip. prominent stu-
dent leaders.

In 1976 Mr Chetty’s pass-
port was withdrawn. -

Legal associates last
night “expressed. concern
about the future of trials in
which-- Mr Chetty was in-
volved:

He was the instructing at-

torney for a major African
National Congress treason

trial due to begin in Maritz-

burg next month. .

Mr Chetty covertly
lived'in the gﬂmw luxury
Ponte flat building before
he flEﬂ South Afrxca tlus
week,

He had hired ﬂat nnmber

4505 'throu h an  interme-

dia ch- 7 without
sugmng a lease

pa;d R¥0 a
Y, Ohe-
the 45th

Mr C_hett'
month for the lu
bedroomed flat on
floor of Ponte
Sunday Times was told he

enlisted the help of a -

Thore the

switchboard operator to de-

sign cards for an ivory im-
port-export busmess
One employee sm

see his flat. They also aski

: : “The
police eame here wanting to

questions about the kind of

business he was running.”

sloyees told the Sun-
day Times that it was not
the policy of Ponte jo allow
Indians and Coloured peo
to occupy flats ing'ﬂ:e b ld»
ing and when they searched
for his pplicatioh farm it
> A i,’ mg‘ - I >







s__wat vier jaar genegm
en die gebou is agt ]aar

jaar gelede bale in ;dle &
nuus toe nhsAkatryk dob-




Checking in

Hunreds | Vite as
big firms buy

“For a° young Witwaters-
. rand couple Christmas is
becoming a time of sad-
ness. ;
L ast Chnistmas they
were teld to leave their
- flat in. Boksburg because
“the block was being taken
-~over by a hig business
. firm to provide accommo-
dation for miners.
©“Thig Christmas the
i couple and their ‘baby are
facing eviction from their
flat at Kempton Park
because the block is being
taken over by a big bum-
ness firm to provide ac-

B

-workers. .
Sontits  the same as Tast
vear except worse,” said

the young. ‘mother, who'

<‘does notv want to be iden-
 tified: ;
“Durmg Gmstmas we

wh‘em we ¢a

fhhe baby to think about,
; on&modxtmn o

.were among. hundreds
_prepared o pay- up to
- R400 a month, but so far

‘evicted when the giant
ERPM mining company
took over. seven blocks of
flats in Bokshurg.

‘Now the couple are
bheing . “chased out” of

‘their Kempton Park flat

because of an AECI deal
to take gver three blocks.

AFCI says that 7re
sidents of Aronia Court,
Blue Marlin and Aston
Place in Long Street will
“gradually be given notice
In such a way as to
“énsure the ‘company’s to-
tal occupation of the
premises . by April 30,
1982

Some residents have al-
ready. been given . &
month’u notice t6 leave by
November 30. p

Others say they could

*commodation for Modder-
fontein dynalmrte factory -

mi 3 s
. “But this fime we have - sort of thmg

The critical 8hortage
of accommodation
is forcing many big
firms to buyup
blocks of flats to
house their workers.
But what of the
evicted old tenants. .

ANDREW WALKER - ]

fo find suitable accommo-

reports.

get notice any time —

and with the serious hou-
sing shortage in-Kemption
Park. it could ‘mean -that

they will have to move to
another area. :

. Residents - i§terv1awed
bv The -Star

is allowed
go on,” said Mrs Mam
Cristma of Aston Place.
“I  have been 100

s impossible:

have not been, able fo
find a place.”
.Present : rental * for  the

90 two edroomed flats at 'f_

‘Aston  Place is* R250 a
month. :

Asked to"”
'AECI said in a

take place
months “to ensu

mum of dlsruptmn or‘k

‘hardship  to emstmg te-
nants.

“Further, it is specifif~
ally provided for in the

lease that in the event. of,

suitable alternative ac
modation not being f
for any. elderly ‘tenants
that their premises are*

1R

cluded from the provision
“of the lease until alternat-
ive . accommodation is
found.

- “AECT is' a key industry

praduc1ng strategic'

* materials,

“With  current com'petlv
tmn in- the labour market,
;mcessan for the

~dation if it is to maintain
“the full complement of
.. factory’s 8000

ipany has

11ld ~he dning  some-
" 40 eneourage . the
of ﬁaf’s’,

do 2ll in its ‘property developer.

houses, and a fur‘éher 30-

Govarnment

They

ol mgment this wo

Rent ‘ control explains
the flat-hunters

have‘ 7_:'I_10‘Where to go

If ‘rent control ‘is not to
be abolished the system

“must be “drastically re-

viged,  says a Randburg

Mr Robert Massey ex-
plained how rent control

- stopped him building . flats®
" (he used to build 50 .a ..

year) and ~why “onl
1”2 would  build

have to be raised from
the e\lstmg 8,5 percent to
;about five perc
points - abave

mortgage rate

‘total of
percem:

would cost
the interest

: the Rent Cnrztrnl Act. plus
?5 perc«znt of that amount
for

terms of the law would

T )
3 f“f'{'ﬁ,‘ ? eaid My Macsay,

\ {Fe said hnilding sacia.
\ioe wonld nat grant mart.
‘Yage  handg Irnawino §1-ws]>
{Jevalnnors panld nat nne-
/ ,».ﬂ’ﬂv nav sven the m‘mroet
,-’} nn tha hanA,

A Randhurg
developer explained
‘to DAVID BRAUN
“how rent control put
an_end to his buﬂdmo

exnnmes the ftotal
~ _income wvou
v enioy wonld

= 'hﬁ:r’ngt on t?xp
(RAD50)  and ex-

Tharralomame hod hnad on.

Rent control was a go
thimg because it d

mining . th

retprn nf
what tha Rant B ! ean
tha wabin nf wanr
tv i~ 7 he qaid Fipe

Ta caid thof wee whe §
Fo - hod amiMiane $A iaune
B e e e
Pt hFe mwakan s wanld by
I s SR :



}-_léast not m the
\n fedlate future,




g }}iagents indicated that- they'
had . nothad ‘penthouses on s

ooks - for -monthis and_,j
van: Wyk, general -

f."'fanager efif;?Ponty City. which-

-six penthouses, con-- -bathroo

'Leople clung to{%_f-lf

Pont C,ltYf: _}JHy fur..?_-_ -
ished. pe ‘___'_‘thouses e WhICh
Thes i"glIEStS’ tOllet,* a

Gt '___'tu'dy and wine
__;jlounge-dmmg“ room and u_l-_:
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beacon

shining

| Of clothing. His only thought was to reach

South Africa and safety.

- Sammy Is one of hundreds of thousands
of “illegals” in Souwth Africa.” Here to
escape political persecution in his own
country, he chose Johannesburg because
“people in my country czll it a shining
beacon in the darkness”. .

“You may not be able tc work because
you don't have a work permit, but you
won't sluve, wis e land

of hope,” he said.

BOUWAAGE S 3IVE G UVAREIIL Vitak] At
a S4-storey circular block of |
fringe of central Johannesbu

In addition to English and
signs, notices and warnings ir
ing are in French and Portug

Ponte has become known
Zaire, and 70 percent of the
occupied by Zaireans seeking &
in South Africa.

Hundreds of professio-

nals are legally seekin
permission to enter Soutg

Africa, Home Affairs re-

In one of the biggest
apartment blocks in

gional director George Orr
told a migration seminar
in Johannesburg recently.

" Thousands more e
with few or na skills to
offer, cross the borders
each month, hidden in
trucks or entering on tour-

Johannesburg, notices
in English and |

Afrikaans have taken
second place to signs

in the

darkness

By CHARMAIN NAIDOO

IT TOOK Ethioplan Samuel K 69
gruelling days to steal across hos-
tile African terrain to reach
Johannesburg. :

When the 28-year-old soldier learnt of
the siaughter of his family by the rival
Oromo tribe in his home town of Tigray,
he fled south along the east African coast-
line, waiking when he couldn’t cadge a
ride on trans-Africa transport trucks.

He carried nothing, not even a change
of clothing. His only thought was to reach
South Africa and safety.

- Sammy is one of hundreds of thousands
of “illegals” in South Africa.” Here to
escape political persecution in his own
oeones o B Douiry Sl It icioe
. e p country call it a Y
beacon in tgg darkness”. .

“You may not be able to work because
you don't have a work permit, but you
WOn't Siarve, 1L is e jand -~

of hope,” he said.

Funding

were deported for being in §
illegally. ' :

Mr Baskin believes that il
grants should not be deprived
fits of informal sector fundis

“They should be able to ren
work at legalising themselve

The extent of the influx fro
nowhere more evident than at
a S4-storey circular block of
fringe of central Johannesbu:

In addition to English and
signs, notices and warnings it
ing are in French and Porty;

Ponte has become known
Zaire, and 70 percent of the
occupied by Zalreans seeking :
in South Africa.

Hundreds of professio-

Tn ane ~AFf tha hiawoot

‘with his paediatrician wife
. Aurora’ and
. small children when gov-
. ernment troops burnt down

Last year alone, 61200 M their home in November.

anti-MPLA sentiments

ist visas, and staying. In
- Jose, 34, is an Angolan
surg who fled Luanda

their three

Though he worked in a
military hospital, Jose's
were well known, and as
members of the despised
Umbumdu and Kikongo tribes, he and his
wife were ted.

Thegc escaped with the help of the
Catholic Church, flew to Windhoek and
caught 2 bus to Johannesburg. = -

Jose is ashamed of being an “illegsl”,
He wants to work, and is prepared to d
anything. He and Aurora and their child-
ren share 2 one-bedroomed flat in central
Johannesburg with seven other people.

Daily, the number of Angolans and
Mozambicans in South Africa swells.

In the course of his work at jnformal
settlements and hostels in the PWV area
— at least 20 percent of thern are inhabit-
ed by Portuguese-speaking Mozambicans
— Julian Baskin, 2 community planner at

French and
Portuguese as |
thousands of new
immigrants from
Africa pour into the
city they call ...

" The Mozambicans and Angol

only Portuguese, and.the Zaire;
French and a central African
called Lingala. - e
~ Like the early American i
who arrived in their new home v
ons and bad memori
omeland they'd rﬁamtghm ch?le
ants are & (
fife in South Africa.
In one flat, young voices can
practising their vowels, Mast

English ianguage is the key to t
into mainstream schools.

In a residential hotel in Joul
Tahannscehure wen in exotl



Sunday Times Reporter

 BELEAGUERED tenants of Ponte Csty —_—
| one of South Africa’s largest block of fiats
" recently hit by eviction orders — are ml~

vice would be cancelled.

ing under another body blow.

“This week, residents of the 50-storey high-rise
1andmark were informed that their M-Net ser-

No reasons were initially given by manage-
ment in a letter to tenants.

However, management sa
considering extending the independent second
channel video service until September.

Tenanis claim the M-Netservice was offered

id later that it was

as an mcentwe 0 encourage pecple {0 move

Loss of free TV perk

follows Group Areas

Act eviction notices

to 50 black tenants

into the block.
“After offering us this
‘perk as a carrot (o take
up’ occupancy, they now
want to take it away be-
cause it suits them,” saxd
one outraged tenant.

“After all, how much can.

it cost them, considering all
the . mmey they take in
rents?”’

Another . bitterly dmp»
pointed - resident said: “"Ai
least-M-Net ‘has something
decent 1o offer in the way of
movies and sports coverage.
apd people . who ‘might not

‘necessarily ‘have taken.-up

oceupation in Ponte did so
because of the free M-Net
service.”
- Baid another angry tenant
‘who refused to be pamed for
fear. of victirnisation:

“This is the last straw. I

expect there will be a flood
of peuple handing in their.

notice.

Notsce

Lésl week 50 black tea- |

ants in the building some of
whom bave lived there for
‘three years — Were given
eyiction notices in terms ‘of
the Group Areas Act.

A nolice to tenants said
{here world be no exceptions

and quoted pari-¢f the Act it

added that premises would
not be leased to any person,
corporate body, company,’
agent, firm or anyaone in cen-

travention of . the Group
Areas Act.

Ponte tenants include

ofeﬁmnatpeopl e, deejays,
magzzme executwes and
socialiles.

Some t€nants served with

eviction notices claim
have been physically intimi-

:and whiles whio are married -
to blacks. -

“Although management

claims only 50 flals are in-
‘volved,: there must be. at
teast 150 families and mixed
couples living‘in (he build-
ing.” said a concerned resi-
dent.
.. The. mamgm of meleumg
agency,  Vincernus  Invest-
ments, Mr SJ- Steenkainp.:
said notice to evict ténanis
was taken fo aveid possible
prosecution a\‘ter a visit By
ihe police: -

But 2 spokesman for e
holding company. Bankorp-
-Property- Services. said the
- decision- was, laken before
the police intervened: Black
fenants, he said, were lmng
there “iHegally”. - =~

A spokesman' for Ac!s:op
<aid ‘the tenanis were “pre
pared to fight their evictions
in’ court if all other means
were exhausted.” AT

And “earlier (hi§ = week
pohce visited-the butlding in
an apparent atiempt to pre-
vent the . distribution of 2
pamphlet ‘calling for a resi-
dents’ protest meeting,

Uniformed police arrived
‘while pamph dravm up

W

- by the: Ponte Residents for
Justice Committee were
being distributed.. :

Besides the Lhreawned

eviction of black tenants and - |

the cancellation .of. the M-
Net sersice, disenchanted
residents had other gnes,
ances.

" Gunshots

Al(hngh most tenanis
were ‘“respectable”, they
claimed there was a a "bad
element” which caused.
trouble.

“Peopie throw their rub- ‘
bish out oi windows and loud
music is played at ail hours |
of the day and mght sa;d |
one tenant. [

“IU's not unusual to. hear ‘
the sound of guunshots going ‘
off, people screaming and |
drunks -making -an unholy ‘
racket.”

And, aithough pets are not
ailowed, fesidents were dis-

turbed by barking ‘dogs and-
miaowing cats.

‘Although a secunty sys-
tem had recently been iniro-
duced and- guards posted at
the entrance, “upruly ‘ele
ments” continued to - infil-

%M

trate the building. :
“Visitors ‘are required o

sign in. But more often than |

not ontsiders simply -fotlow
tenants -into ~the - building
when the residents fet them--
selves in,"” explamed a
tenant. ;

Replying to -the allega-
tions concerning ‘the discon-
tinuation of the M:Net ser-
vice, Mr Donald- Botha,
general - manager for- ‘Ban-
korp Property Services, said
the decision to terminate the.
M-Net service was taken to

costs; otherwise ;the
rentaL would have to be
‘increased.

Serwce

Although the letier toresi-
. dents had stated that the sec-
vice would’ be. discontinued
at. the end  of March,
management was now con-
sidering extending the ses- -
~vice to September, he said. "
" Steps would also be taken
to prevent bad beh‘n:mur
‘and rowdiness.

“With - about. 2000 resi-
dentsin a building the size of
Ponte you will aiways find
some bad elements. If we
discover who the ‘trouble-
makers are, we will fake
steps to remove them,” add-
ed Mr Botha.

e —————————
e e

By Wﬂﬂ CRE‘WS

DEFIANT tersants of

Ponte: C:ty in .Iohan-
nesburg — one  of
" South Africa's largest
flat “blocks — are

~_heading for a show-
dwﬁhwbig@'busi»

ms-* e

Outraged_ resldents nf

.the ‘spirallin
landm?r:“ia'—

Bl b o3

“Thst is an insult to our

digmty We are not prepared [
1o be shown:the door on the
basis of colour,” insisted Mr
“Moss’ Leaka a comrmttee
»member. Ve :

“The vast majoraty of the. ‘,
tenants are .professional |
:people who have been loyal
ang responsible. tenants fora |
number—of years.” i i il

"The owners; he said, had |
Imown all along thag! they
had black tenams

“Most of us our reni:al
4 by cheque, and’ it's between
- R300 ‘and -R1 000 .a -month;
- Now, because tbewners are.
mmd uf being

R e e e g s a2 = Y
; s b s o I S

Raw a Residents for Jus~ .;,_’j;

 tice Cominittee will take up
the cudgels on behalf of the -
““black, . colours

--and Indian: :

" residents told to vacate flats -
~ meyhavetivedinfmuptc

ants résoived to; .

4 Seek: Eegal opmmn

reg&rdmg the mcreased
harassment; 'intimidation, .
assaults and wanton damage

tasomemden:s'pwpeﬂy

Reqnest a meetlng with

the management of Bankorp-

PINEI ALy Py, Py

‘responded to a request for a

 ment Area.

| blacks is an exercise in seli-

Loyal

Wmte residents have
come out. in sipport of their’
“black neighbours, with hun- |
dreds signing petmons
against the evictions. -

'Until now, Bapkorp
ertyServices: have nat

meeting.’

Said DP cnuneﬂlar. Mr
Garrun; “It -is difficult to
understand their motives in
view of the fact that Berea
could become a Free Seme-

“The decision to emt

destruction. If they lea
half the building will sta
empty, and the State would

P RN S T T TR T |




WITHIN hours of the Free Settiement
Areas Act caming into effect this week,
about 50 black families in a suburb adja-
cent to “grey” Hillbrow were served
with notices of eviction from homes
they have occupied for up to three
years, .

And, not far away, families living in squalid
conditions in stables have also been given their
marching orders.

The plight of the “illegals™ has again highlighted
the harshpess of the residential segregation laws.

The families under threa: in Berea. adjacent 1o
Hillbrow. live in Ponte City. a high-rise building
and familiar landmark in Johannesburg, They fear
@ crackdown under thé Group Areas Act which
will put hundreds of black people on the streets.

The Ponte families have been given until the end
of rhe meanth 1o varate the towering hlnck

While the agents. Vincemus Investments. sav
that fewer than 50 flats are involved. tenants
claim that more than 100 families. including
mixed couples. are affected.

Most of those facing eviction are upper-income
professionals. They include a partner in a_city

Cullsunancy, ant  engineer
living in a flat leased 1o the
Swazi Trade Mission. a
pharmacist. a Malawian
who represents his national
airline and other foreign
nationals.

Final
Vincemus Investments
manager Mr SJ Steenkamp
says the action was taken to
avold possible prosecution
after 2 visit to their heagd
office bv the SAP's group
areas sguad. )
“There will be no excep-
tion to this decision.” he said
i notices given to tenants
thiz week.
However. Mr Donald
Baotha. Eeneral manager of
Bankorp Property Services,
the holding comnpanv, said
the decision 1o evict blacks

- S

P

~ He said the company

anticipated trouble with the
police because of the growing
number of black tepants who
were moving into the build-
ing behind white fronts.
“We have nothing against
these tenants. Their money is
as good as ours and we wounld
love to have them, but we
have 1o respect the laws of
the country. These people are
in the building illegaly,” said
Mr Botha. :
But the residents have dug

their heels in and are bracing
for a fight w0 the end, Actstop,

which monitors harassment

Despite ‘grey’ areas

law, black families

get eviction orders

at landmark tower

was taken before the police

vigit

of Dlack tenants in white

areas. has been roped in.
Mr Moses Leoka of
Dempers. Leoka & Kevany
Consuliants is one of the ten-
ants who are being evicted.
He said he was astounded
by the move taken by the
pwners of the 50-storey block
at  lime when laws like the
Free Settlement Act showed
that the Government
acknowledged the perma-
nence of blacks in the cities,
“The action i3 made even
more ridiculous by the fact
that we are literally across
the street from Hillbrow
which is a de facto open area
and Berea looks fike it will
eventually go the same way.
Mr Leoka said that in his
professional duties ke met on
a daily basis with senior ex-
ecutives from the holding
company and some were his
clients.
Hazard

“We are certainly going to
take this up with the owners
at the highest level,” he said.

And several kilometres
from Ponte, in the suburb of
Kenilworth. more than 100
people who have been paying
a total of R3 000 a month for
the right to live in disused
stgbles have also been told
they have three months to get

% Ithough the tenants agree
the amount they were paying

{

THE Ponte

City tower in

Jo'burg’s

Berea — the

blacks who

live there are P

in the main

professionals,

including an

engineer and

@ pharmacist )
ROON abize and her sister outside

the ‘é?a?,?i ’tﬁé;“ ‘émﬁ“m Picture: JOE SEFALE



'BLA{’IK resxdénts of one
of South Africa’s higgest
‘blocks of flats have beén
ven until the end ‘of
ber to get official

pe ,wutolxvemthe
hmsmly” :
- They -were served with

evxcuon noﬁcas eartier tins-

yezar o

“But the eumpany wkicb.

runs Ponte . City, the 50-
storey -building near Hili-
brow, said this wéek that
evictions “had been post-
poned to allow black ten-
ants to apply for permits,

“Most of them Bave now

done s0," said My Donald

Botha, géneral manager of
Ban!corp Properiy Ser.
vices. . -

.When- asked whether the
tenants ‘thought to num-
ber abouf 150 families —
would be evicted if they did
not obtain permits by the
December deadline, Mr
Botha said: “We will cross
that bridge when we come to

! Samday Times Reporter '

»zt. We do not wa:xt; to cause
‘trouble or evict them but we
have to-abide by the laws of
tketand" be said. . -

A -spokesman for the

' Dignity
“However, if manage-
ment evicts those without

permits after December we

will resist the evictions, in -

court if necessary. We will
not see people thrown into
the street on the basis of
coluur," he sald.

The building's owners,

Vincemus Investments,

said they had given their

tenants eviction: notices
earlier this year to aveid
prosecution . after police
varried out an i ction of
the - building - under the
Group Areas Act.
~ Ponte’s black tenants and
mixed couples have in the
past refused to “apply for
permits to live in a white
p area, saying it was
_gmnaifrom w thair dagm-
- R
““The suggesﬁtm Es an in-
sult to us as South African
citizens,” said one tenant

* “Residents said_they had

not been told by Vincemus
Investments why the ser-
viee was {o be terminated.

“Tenants now- claim: the

‘M-Net service was offered

as a one-off "inice:;tzve" to
encourage peﬁpe 0 .move
iuto the hloe
“After offemag us ux;s
perk as a carrot to take up
E now want
totake it away when it suits
tbim " said one irate ten-
ant,

Tenants’, other com:
plaints include: -

® “Bad elemenfs” who
lgiter in the buﬁdmg and
cause trouble;

- @ The “shocking’ slate of
the lifts, with buttons
ripped out of their panels;;

® A breakdown 'in the
cable TV network whichk®
took n week to repair;

| . @The loss of hot. watéi-'

‘ ior three days,

who did not  wish to be

named for. £ear ﬁ{ victin-.

isation

A spokesman for the cwii
nght.s organisation Actstop
said tenants were prepared
to fight their evictions in
court “if all other means

PRI RISl e g |

»saxd his com
* pided to discontinue the M-
. Net service because of its

@ Loud musm ptayed at
all hours.

lncrease

Mr Botha af Bankarp
- had de-
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High-rise residents
fuming after blaze

ENRAGED residents voiced theif
grievances this week after fire
ravaged an apartment in Berea’s
§2-storey high-rise Ponte City,

causlng mass panic..

‘When firemen reached. the blanng
apartment on the 41st floor they were
forced to use the portable fire extin-

By FELICITY LEVINE

and the:r five—year-old son,
The damage is wtnuated at
Rat) 000,

Nexghbont B!rs Emma
Wilson, who smelt smoke
and rescued the little boy
from the flat, is
demandmg onte City
admimstraters Baukorg
things o{tt” with tenants in
order tomakethe building a

. safe place to live in.

. .Tenants are also mcmeé
“over the lack of securi
the building, which,
elaim anyoné can enter
mthout so much as a back-
- ward glance from the secur-
ity guards. -

They also resent, what
call a “lack of criteria
selectivity in  letting

~ Wilful
“We are busy invesugat-
ing the causes of both the
fire and the water su iy
failure but, in terms of-
1971 fire protection reqmr&
ments, Ponte Clt?
qu;tely equipped,” he sa&!-

prevention legisla-

tion does not regg::e buiid-

ings to upgrade fighting
facilities even . if -rules

change.

- No ope was mjm'ed in the
Fonte biaze, but irate resi-
dents are complaining that

the 52-sti building which

hundreds of people has no
central fire alarm system,
no smoke detectors and no
emergency plan.

This is Poate City's
‘second fire in six months. Its

reception hall caught alight

o S L e

Air attack

ISRAEID fighter jets at-
tacked an militia base in
southern Lebanon yester-
day, mn {hree znd

wounding el

Ponte fire

A FIRE was wtin:
mwm
circular Porute

atym last night.




FORTUNE CAI.LS.
Africans from
north of the
Limpopo are
-heading south.
Many stay in
Ponte in Berea,
‘'where the lingua
franca is French.
JOE LOUW
reports.

IN Africa north of the
Limpopo the call is out:
Go South,- young man!
There is a fortune to'
Mbe made!
" South Africa has be-
‘come the new frontier,
‘a magnet for thou-
sands of emigrants
from Africa. And much
of this human flood is
‘heading straight for
‘Johannesburg. And
‘once they reach the
‘legendary City of
Gold, hundreds of the
‘hew emigrés head
sirmghi to Ponte City
in Berea, one of the '
tallest residential
buildings in Johannes-
burg.
Ponte, as it is sim-
ply known to its ha-
bitues, with its 54
'ﬂoors, 650 flats and
_unique circular design,
“is a’reminder of a hap-
pier time when the’
n spirit soared.
" Today it is the home
from home, ironically,
‘for people who, barely
a few years ago, may
'not even have been al-
“lawed into ite faver




City Preoo Ra/3/94

By LEN KALANE

THERE’S no city quite like
it. Present population: 1 000.

It has the trappings of the
new SA: a non-racial society,
democratic representation, a
joint governing council and
hey presto, its own constitu-
tion!

The city’s “fathers” re-
cently had their own bosbe-
raad in Maritane near
Rustenburg which gave birth
to the joint governing council
and the subsequent constitu-
tion.

Isn’t this the way of doing
things SA style?

The city’s population con-
sists, regrettably, of only
about 20 white families (two
percent) as against 98
percent black families.

That calls for concern, es-
pecially during these days
when talk is about reconcili-
ation'and having more
whites and blacks mixing to-
gether.

This city also has a Public

4

Relations Officer, Angie
Ramaila, who moans: “We
would like to have more
whites living here. As things
are in SA, whites tend to
move out everytime there is
a large number of blacks
moving in. I hope this trend
comes to a stop. We should
all behave like South Afri-
cans — black and white living
together.”

Ramaila said the city still
had room to accommodate a
further 500 people and she
hoped this would create the
opportunity for whites to
come in large numbers, de-
pending much on the politi-
calssituation after April.

This city? Is it the
Bophuthavolkstad, a city
still to be created somewhere

EL

in the Free State as the new
capital of the new, free SA?

No, this is a city that al-
ready exists in our midst.

It is PONTE CITY!

Ponte City — the city with-
in the city of Jo’burg — is the
“five-star” block of apart-
ments in Berea, near
Hillbrow.

Residents of this “city”
have their own bakery,
supermarket, disco-pub,
laundrette, dry-cleaner,
church, hair salon, floodlit
tennis courts, a filling sta-
tion, swimming pool, creche,
night chicken grill, adminis-
trative offices, tenants’ of-
fices, Acstop office, security
offices and wow, 467 family
apartments in a 51-storey
building.

Angelinah Ramaila

This is Jo’burg’s towering
pride, built some 30 years
ago.

The circular building
towers awesomely above the
rest, and according to the
building’s general manager,
Jack Sher, Ponte has never

descended to the level of
other flats. Throughout the
years, Sher stresses, Ponte
was known as an upmarket
residential building. Even to-
day the building is still
known as the “‘five star”
apartment block.

But then why is Ponte in
the news again?

Sher argues, in a preparcd
document, that while Ponte
City had always been differ-
ent from the other run-of-
the-mill apartment blocks, in
1993 it took a giant leap
away from the rest.

This was the year that the
building’s management de-
cided to embark on a trans-
formation (Viva, new SA!).

The process involved em-
powering the tenants to par-
ticipate in all major decisions
affecting the building and
thus jointly sharing the man-
agement (Viva, power-
sharing, viva!).

To facilitate this process,
management cnlisted (he
services of an outside black

consultancy firm led by
Moss Leoka as well as
Acstop.

Sher says most of the
Jo’burg flatland was decay-
ing and Ponte City had since
cmbarked on a programme
to help uplift the standards
in residential buildings. He
said he hoped others would
follow suit -~ to keep the
flatlands clean and attract-
ive.

In his document he goes
on to explain the aim behind
the democratisation process,
saying this was two-fold:

B To strengthen Ponte
City’s position as an up-
market residential block
without peer in the inner
city.

B The involvement of ten-

ants in the running of the
building would ensure that
Ponte City would remain
peacelul and free from strife
and stormy landlord-tenant
relations so common in
flatland.

Ponte City Tenants’
Council chairman Hope
Papo agreed that all 1000
of them at Ponte City were
a big, happy family.

He said: ‘“After our
bosberaad, we developed a
joint governing structure and
a joint management docu-
ment wherein procedures
were laid down on resolving
disputes.™

Some of these agreements
are very interesting. For
example: Tenants are requir-
ed to provide serial numbers

VE PONTE!

and descriptions of all addi-
tional furniture, appliances
and any other apparatus
brought into the building.

Management, at its dis-
cretion, is entitled to check
the serial numbers of equip-
ment being brought into the
building or being removed
from it.

The parties have also
agreed that a strict occu-
pancy number in (lats will be
adhered to:

Bachelor flats — two adults
and a child; studio flats -
two adults and two kids; one
bedroom flats — two adults
and three kids; two bedroom
flats — four adults and four
kids; three bedroom flats —
six adults and four kids; and
S0 on. g

Any tenant caught ex-
ceeding the number will be
charged fifty percent of the
monthly rental for each ad-
ditional person living in the
flat.

Manager Sher went on:

“Buildings such as Ponte
City need to be supported for
the good that they do, so that
they can be seen as role
models for the rest of
‘flatland’ to lollow.

“We fcel that the democ-
ratisation process at Ponte
City has reduced the risk to
any future mortgage lender.
The efficient manner in
which the building is now
run, especially the structures
now in place, should make it
much more attractive and
easier for financial institu-
tions to invest in."”

Sher said further proof
that Ponte City was leading
the way was the fact that
Acstop had already started
taking the “Ponte Model”
and using it in other build-
ings in the inncr city.
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Hillbrow'’s high-rise

Surrounded by controversy
from its earliest days,
Ponte is still the subject of
argument. KURT SWART
toured the huge block of
flats to get the lowdown
on the highrise monolith

Thrusting aggressively into the
Johannesburg sky is one of its
best-known landmarks — Ponte
City, a concrete monolith hous-
ing a population larger than
many a platteland town.

The building, with 467 flat
units, was built in 1976, in the
days of white domination of the
inner city, but has since changed
its population profile — and its
media image. The large soft-
drink advertising sign at the
very top has resulted in Ponte
being dubbed “Coke City”.

This, says Jack Sher, building
manager of the owning group,
Vincemus Investments, has been
universally negative.

Tales abound of the building
being a haven for illegal immi-
grants from African states, and
for drug dealers allegedly plying
the cocaine trade. The reputa-
tion is undeserved, says Sher.

Suicides

“Most of the residents are
students, and mostly South
Africans. Less than 10% (42
flats) are let to Zaireans. But the
perception is that the building’s
lingua franca is French.”

Another perception of Ponte
is that it is the favoured venue of
many Johannesburg suicide vie-
tims, whose method is to leap
into space more than 50 floors
above ground level.

brow. And behind him is Ponte.
That gives a false impression
that everything that happens in
Hillbrow happens in Ponte.”

Sher is proud of what he
terms the democratic relation-
ship between tenants and man-
agement at Ponte.

“We were the first rental
building in the flat belt to move
into the new South Africa. There
was a change in population pro-
file.in Hillbrow and Berea, and
Ponte followed suit.

PENTHOUSE WITH A VIEW: Student Boitumelo Mokgatle
looks out across Johannesburg from his luxury home in the sky

our democratic system is alive
and well. We have nearly 2 000
people living here harmoniously.

“We are a city within a city.
We have all the basic facilities: a
laundrette, supermarket, phone
shop, a hair salon and a church.”

When Ponte raised its mon-
strous head 20 years ago, Hill-

brow was spoken of as having a -

“Continental flavour”, and berths
in Ponte were much sought after
by white residents.

“The continent they were

referring to was Europe. It.

“I have been running this

building for six years and in - By5ding manager Jack Sher

my term there have been

three suicides. If I wanted to 45 roud of w{zat he terms
do that, Iwould probably the democratic relationship
pick Ponte because then I petipeen tenants and the
would be reasonably sure of .

my suceess,” says Sher. residents at Ponte

is still ‘continental’, but the
continent now is Africa.”
Sher says Ponte has
some inherent problems re-
lated to the sheer size of the
building. “Careless people
cause danger and damage
by chucking litter from their

He says police have been
affected by the perception of
Ponte as a drug den. Raids have
been conducted,.and drugs were
found in nearby streets. “Noth-
ing was found in Ponte itself, yet
that is what the press reported.”

Ponte’s silhouette has been
used as a backdrop to television
programmes on drugs. “We had
John Bishop standing on the
Harrow Road bridge talking
about the drug problem in Hill-

“I established a tenants’ com-
mittee where each floor elects a
representative. The committee
meets management once a
month at meetings of the joint
governing council.

“Our problems get thrashed
out at this level. We have never
had rental boycotts or demon-
strations in the building. While
we don’t always see eye to eye,

windows. About two years
ago a security guard was
fatally injured by a Coke bottle
thrown from an upper storey.”

The litter problem adds to the
scruffy appearance of broken
windows, and doors sagging on
their hinges, but this is part of
the problem of the size of the
building; he says.

“A block with 30 units will
have a broken window to mend
once a month. We have a broken

with the population of a small town,
PHOTOGRAPHS: ANTON HAMMERL

TOWERING GIANT: Po
thrusts up into the sky

THE PIT: The inner core of Ponte is a rubble and refuse trap -

some careless tenants cause danger and damage

window once a day. We have a
full in-house maintenance team
which refurbishes and main-

tains the building constantly.”

Ponte is a huge funnel, hollow
on the inside. The first seven
floors are taken up by parking
facilities. Reception is on the
eighth floor. Then follows a
“triple volume void” of three
floors, before the flats begin on
the 11th floor and stretch up-
wards to the 50th. On the 51st
floor are luxurious three-
storey penthouse triplexes,

adventure in Ponte, interviewing
tenants and workers. Their per-
ceptions differed from the offi-
cial picture, but not markedly.

Sher describes Ponte as the
fourth highest structure in the
city. “But because it is built on a
hill, it reaches higher into the
sky than all but the communica-
tions towers. It is the tallest res-
idential building in the southern
hemisphere.”

Toddlers, despite the security

tea and speaks about her desire
to live on the ground in a “nice
suburban area”.

“It’s not nice living at the top
of the world like this. It is also
very dangerous for small chil-
dren. It is overcrowded and the
place is getting dirty.”

Boilumelo Mokgatle (20), a
first-year mechanical engineer-
ing student at Wits, lives in one
of the beautifully appointed
penthouses.

Originally from North West
Province, Mokgatle moved inio
Ponte in March last year. “I used
to live on the 14th floor, but I've
moved up since,” he says. He
shares the flat with four other
students, reducing the rent of
R1585 a month to about R380 a
person.

Mokgatle’s pgnthouse has
four bedrooms, a bar, an open-
plan lounge and dining room, a
sauna and, up the second stair-
case, an open-air sundeck and
braai area.

He is happy with his sur-
roundings — luxury for a first-
year student. He has a problem
with the lifts, however: “They
are bad. Sometimes they do not
work and people have been

trapped in them.”
Litter Lo-0
Liaison officer Ramaila speaks

of the battle to make tenants less
inclined to litter.

“In other places Ilived in, I
had to paint my own flat. It was
often in disgusting condition and
Ihad to fumigate it. Here at
Ponte we provide people with
fully furnished flats in spick-
and-span condition and we ex-
pect them to keep it that
way. 'm sure they would

each with two staircases. 0 Jitter adds to the scruffy

“They are 300 square

look after it better if it were
their own property.” Her

metres in area—aslargeas appearance of broken windows  sentiments are echoed by
most northern suburbs and doors sagging on their
houses, but with an unpar- - pnges, but this is part of the

alleled view,” says Sher.

Tenants' liaison officer PToblem of the building’s size

Angela Ramaila agrees: “It

Sher. “We have had thoughts
of selling flats as sectional
title. But we are waiting for
the times to change, for
financial institutions to be

has the greatest view. At
night it’s positively breathtak-
ing.”

g.

Part of Ramaila’s job is to
screen prospective tenants,
many of whom may be illegal
immigrants. Prospective tenants
must produce valid identifica-
tion documents.

Before meeting management
and being conducted on a guided
tour, a Saturday Star news
team undertook an .unofficial

gates, wander on the fire escape
platform above the inner core.
This platform, less than a metre
wide and with a railing less than
a metre high, produces an un-
comfortable feeling of vertigo.

. Above is a circle of sky, while
the base of the funnel is a mess
of rock, gravel, broken glass, lit-
ter and building materials.

In the domestics’ quarters on
the 54th floor, Mbali Sithole sips

more amenable to lending in
the area. We would like to turn
tenants into owners.” He main-
tains that Ponte, despite prob-
lems with the lifts and litter, is
“no worse off than 10 years ago”.
Says a black taxi-driver, with
just a hint of sarcasm: “Ponte is
the symbol of our city. The sign
on top is from our rich American
friends. Ponte takes in anyone,
_ regardless of race and back-
ground. I like the place.”
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ANT the best view in Joburg? Try a penthouse
suite at Hillbrow’s famous Ponte City — for
only R3 695 a month. .

Six deluxe penthouses stretch from the 51st storey
to the 53rd of one of the tallest residential buildings in
Joburg, complete with saunas and rooftop braai areas.

From wall-to-wall lounge windows one can see the
;vhole of the city centre and across mine dumps to

oweto. '

“The fantastic view is the best-kept secret in Joburg,”
said Andre Celliers, sales and letting manager in the
city for Trafalgar Properties and Financial Services.
Sitting at a long breakfast counter in one of the
spacious kitchens, high above the bustle of Hillbrow
and the inner city, it is easy to forget that you are in

. what was known as one of

Exclusive the most notorious
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urved wall. A lift takes visi-
tors from the deserted park-
ing lot into the depths of the build-

Ponte looms everhead like a '

Groups of young men lean
against the walls of a courtyard
with its decaying canopies and a
long-defunct disco. '

The security guards won’t let

journalists into the building proper,

claiming it may cauee trouble for the
tenants.

Three tenants say they are defi-
nitely moving out, and another says
he’s only been ﬂlere a month and is
already thinking about leaving.

Vincemus Investments Ltd, the
owners, say Ponte €ity, in lower
Berea, has failed as an apartment
building and, now in its 28th year, it
is showing signs of urban decay.

They want to turn the building
into a correctional services facility,

b iﬁcludmg six courts, a police statmrf

apd a public clinic.
“1,0one Paulsen,’a lecturer at the
Wits University architecture faculty

said the’ inner city is desperately
housing ‘and it would be

short of
lile;of thé owners to turn

Paulsen acknowledged that 1t
would be a' difficult

manage the building themselves ,

Prisons, like Pollsmoor in Cape
Town; are usually built in secluded
areas, away from the hustle and bus-

_tle of society, so the jailers, in a per-

fect world, have a chance to “cor-
rect” the criminals’ behaviour.

"Turning one of Johannesburg’s
most visible landmarks into a jail
might turn

“The owners should prov1de

more amenities in the building, so a
community can be created — which is

especially important for people

living in a high density area.”
Another option, besides demoli-

tion, would be for the tenants to

and complex task for 'Pro\mle thoughts of its citi-
management to revi- zen’s toward crime
talise the building, bit amenlﬁes and punishment -
the fact that peopleare and serve as a sym-
prepared to live in it~ | C'eate a bol of the law in what
despite it’s problems B = — = seems to be a lawless
showed it was too Commllnlt" society.

valuable to turn intoa ' ' Negative percep-
jail, however unusual. tions like these, and the eviction of

tenants, urgently needed to be ad-
dressed, says Don Stuart, smkeman
for the owners. .

Stuart mentioned Atlanta,
Cincinnati and San Diego as some of
the modern cities that had “down-
town facilities,” which had revi-

: tahsed the surroundmg areas.

‘next to a prison.”
'new building, which

,medforseveralyears,tomakethe

- will add value to the city. It will cre-
: ate500]obs ‘and accelerate the eco-

outweigh the disadvantages.”

“In fact the value of property |
would go up in the area and security
and quahty of life around the area
would improve - it’s very safe to hve

Stuart outlined the vismn for the
{nvolves im-
proved ventilation and air circula-
tion, lighting, convement acoess and
of course, security

Alandscaped piazza and a copper
domed rotunda are also planned as
well as the substantial upgradmg of
the adjoining park

“We have tried for several
months, and the previous owners

building work —we were both un-.
successful,” said Stuart. .~

“The face of Johannesburg is
changing and we think the building”

nomic cycle of the area - the benefits

) S -



Change on the horizon ... the Coca-Cola advertlsement which has become a Johannesburg Iandmark smce it was erected on the roof of Ponte City in 1995, is to be
replaced by an even bigger Vodacom billboard.

Vodacom taking over Coca-Cola’s towermg Joburg perch

By MkTTHEW‘B_QRB!DQE ‘ _
That famous Johannesburg
icon. the giant Coca-Cola sign
perched on the roof of Ponte
Citv. will soon make way for a
new bilibcard advertising cell-
phone group Vodacom.

Work has already begun on
dismantling the massive metal-
and-neon sign, after the soft
drink manufacturer decided
not to renew its contract,

The eve-catching sign, be-
lieved to be the biggest in the
country, was first switched on
on the evening of February 9
1995, and was switched off last
week".

S74n

Vukani Magubane, corpo-
rate and media relations man-
ager for Coca-Cola, said the
decision to remove the sign was
part of the company’s “evolv-
ing marketing activity”, and it
now planned to focus on “com-
munity-based marketing”.

Comparing the sign to the
Empire State Building and the
Eiffel Tower, Magubane said:
“We feel privileged to have
plaved a role in lJandmarking
South Africa.”

Coca-Cola would expand its
community-based marketing,
which would be more “inter-
active”, and “bring back the
magic” and “re-ignite” the

/- K- 2000

brand, Magubane added.

When people in Johannes-
burg were told that the sign
would be taken down. many
expressed sadness: “It was the
only way I could get back into
town,” said one person.

“I'm going to miss ii. I just
used aim for that red sign - you
could see it from Midrand,”
said another:

Piet Muller, media director
at Saatchi & Saatchi, said Coca-
Cola probably decided to re-
move the sign because the com-
pany would be able to buy more
exposure on the ground.

“It won’t be as big or im-
pactful, but now they will be

able to aﬁoz
and over a iar

“The sign was much talked
about when it went up. but it
probably won't be missed. It be-
came a bit like wallpaper. over
time, and it obviously
working hard enough
Coke,” he said.

Coca-Cola would probably
now focus on face-to-face mar-
keting at a grassroots level,
which would involve bringing
consumers into direct contact
with the famous fizzy drink,
Muller added.

While the gap left by the
sign may raise eyebrows at
first, the Vodacom advertise-

A8 § 't

W as

ment should start taking Qhape
from the end of the week. It is
expected to be operational at
the end of April.

Joan Joffe, Vodacom's group

bl

exe ‘mi\'e for corporate affairs

be hke the Coke sign, but
bigger”. ‘

The sign will feature the
group’s name,
green, and will feature the
green Vodacom globe.

Neither Joffe nor Magubane
would disclose how much their
signs had cost to build or main-
tain. However, an insider said
the rental had cost Coca-Cola
R12 000 a month.
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PROPERTY

Turning point for Ponte?

Ponte City, Jo'burg’s biggest block of
flats, has been bought by IT businessman
Nour Ayyoub and a partner, for an un-
diosclosed amount. They plan to sell the
units individuatily.

Ayyoub says he can’t reveal details yet
because his marketing plan isn’t com-

plete. But the FM understands that he
will divide the larger of the 470 flats in j
the circular block to increase the total to 4
more than 600 units. )
The big question is: how will the |
owners ensure that Ponte will become a |
{
3
i

, successful, multi-owner building? It

doesn’t have a good history. ‘
The 52-floor skyline landmark, located |
on the edge of the Johannesburg central
business district, is a elassic example of
development disaster and urban decay.
The builder went bust after finishing it
in 1977 and things went downhill from
there. In the early 1990s, Ponte earned a
reputation as a no-go area occupied by
crime syndicates. Ten years ago, then
correctional services minister Sipho Mz-
imela proposed making it a prison. i
It has never been fully occupied, though
current national manager Trafalgar re- |
duced vacancies to their lowest level ever. |
Management, upgrading and redesign will '
be the key to the building’s success; and
related costs are likely to be high. In____
2000, the Cotterell family — which sold

the building to Ayyoub — had & quote of
R12m to modernise the lifts. lan Fite]
]




Living the high life
Ponte

The once rundown
building gets R100m
facelift, writes
ZANELE MAZIBUKO

ly sworn not to set foot in

for a pleasant surprise.

A recent visit the newly
refurbished Ponte City suggests
that many people could be returning
there soon.

Ponte is currently undergoing a
R100 miliion revamp after which it
will have cafés, bars and clubs,
among other amenities.

Ponte has become an icon on
Joburg's skyline and if is the taliest

Nour Addine Ayy(mb and David !
Selvan, the men behind Ponte's re-
vival, say they bought Ponte be-
cause of its potential.

Selvan says they have already .
- sold 264 flats in a week.

Setshwano Rametse, the director

4 of Space Marketing and Invest-
' ments, the company marketing the

| HOSE whohaveprevious- |

Hillbrow could soonbe in

sale of the flats, says the flats are ful-
ly furnished when they are sold.
This includes a fridge, stove, wash-

. ing machine and dishwasher.

aoe &

Prices range from R440 000 for a :

bedroom flat, R750 000 for atwo-bed-

i

bachelor flat, R550 000 for single-

1

room flat and R938 000 for a threa-‘ :

bedroom ﬂat.

andtheme& areon offer giammck, ;

future slick, Moroccan delight, glo-

- bal fusion, Zen-like and old money |

wonntidnsrtdial Bhirildivrnes 33 e omnisébaniws .

and antique style.




tverﬁ:tacquﬂsdnanoihmnfw%mmmﬂmwﬂﬁ'm

- Boilg maMummwmmwmmmMpr%
%m'_ﬁnai t the age 01 17 years and 7 months. & -

A serfps ﬁmmsmmmﬂwmsﬁmmmu&

Pont2 pmséd to reclaim its

G

1976 conjures up imiges of Soweto’s
students risimg wp o prowest ond
sparking tHwe uprising thad spel the
hevinning ol the end tor apartheld.
Tt tor acehiteet Rod Grosskapdt ot
marks the umveiling of Poate City 10
ihe world, his S storey rosulentin
ereation that rvose 173 metres above Berea, on the
iringe of 1Tilthrow

Abmoat overnighl. Ponte, buatlt st a cost of R11-mil-
lion, becamoe an con an Jobure's skyline, the tallost
restdential hoikding in the seuthern homisphene.

[ alse biecame s0mapnet for middle-class moetro
tepes and a plaveround {or Joburgs yappies, nll
buresd by the hedonisim of Hilkbron

PBut during the three decades that have passcel.
Crosskoydt hos watehoed the glimmeoering architeg
turad showpinee (de into disreptie s whitos moved
out to subarbil and legal migrants om all over
the continent moved i

By the tume frocdom davwned in 1991, Ponte had
well and truly beeome o den of inegaity of world
ceinnte, where prostiutes: wero choing a roaring trade
1l where some residents invalved themselsyes il
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Inner-city icon on the way up, writes Fiona Forde
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Luxury apartments in the roughest neighbourhood in town?
One small development group with big plans thinks it's an easy
sell. All you have to do is believe. Make yourself some coffee, put
your feet up, take the tour and see if you do. BY TANYA PAMPALONE




Nour Addine Ayyoub abseils down the side of Ponte, the tallest residential building in the southern hemisphere. At 173m high, the landmark of !
skyline is at a height that few people would attempt to abseil down. Ayyoub is one of the property developers who are hoping to turn around
of the inner city by upgrading the building’s apartments. See Ca~




were
springing
up all over
Hillbrow'

RENAISSANCE MAN:
Rodney Grosskopff, the
architect of the Ponte,
Johannesburg's ‘palazzo -
in paradise’ ,

Picture: THYS DULLAART

onte-ficating on a classic

The architectural oddity is about to mutate into an elitist apartment block, writes Aspasia Karras

ODNEY Grosskopff has al-

ways been a little disap-

pointed that Ponte was not

voted the ugliest building
n Johannesburg.

Those honours went to the Jo-
1annesburg General Hospital in all
ts apartheid immutability on the
Parktown Ridge.

The architect who designed the
‘ound, defining feature of the Jo-
1annesburg skyline in 1976 is
elling me this with a twinkle in his
ye on the roof of the Troyeville
10tel, where we have a perfect view
f Ponte’s thrusting presence and
he gradual brightening of the day.

urbane apartment block with pre-
fitted 70s shag-rug styling and
apartheid blinkers, then as the leer-
ing black hole of the inner city as it
transformed overnight to accom-
modate the flood of post-apartheid
immigrants.

It is about to undergo a third
transformation as its new owner,
Investagain, waves its wand and
turns the disco Cinderella into a
sexy, inner-city apartment block
for the burgeoning middle classes.

Rodney and I contemplate break-
fasting downstairs in the Troyeville
hotel but the classic residential
hotel has not risen from its slum-

with architectural arcana about
Ponte. “It was meant to be a Utopia;
it was a period when highrises were
springing up all over Hillbrow —
Nasbou, the property developers,
wanted to create a Manhattan.”

The name was chosen after see-
ing it dayin, day out o eplans
— the ground was owned by an
Italian calted Ponte;

“Then they created the market-
ing and said it was a bridge be-
tween heaven and earth — a palaz-
Zo in paradise.”

Rodney’s effect on Johannes-
burg’s architectural legacy is
marked. He tells amusing stories

a swamp. A highly flammable fer-
tiliser factory was separated from
the building site by a tin wall and a
24-hour guard was hired for sudden
conflagrations.

His firm, with his Belgian partner
Pierre Lombart, has built some of
the most high-profile buildings in
the country. He says he is semi-
retired now. His daughter followed
him into the firm, and they roll him
out for his grey hair and gravitas.

I am not fooled for a minute —
about the retirement, that is. After
breakfast we return to his house,
where his garage is full of a series
of large-scale sculptures he is

says his inspiration as an architect
and in life came after he failed his
first year and lost his bursary to a
more deserving student.

“Julian Beinart arrived at Wits

" from MIT and started asking us to

do things like supporting a brick
with drinking straws.”

An older colleague, Alexander
Munro Hodge, mentored him in a
Renaissance-man approach to life.
“I suppose most of life is luck and
grabbing the luck and running with
it,” he says.

& See page 8
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Ponte’s -
tall story

The skyscraper’s reinvention huldé the key to its
neighbourhood's rejuvenation, writes KwANELE S0sIBO
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From den of
iniquity to
high style

ISAAC MAHLANGU

THE 173m-high cylindrical
apariment block, Ponte City,
situated at 1 Lily Road Hill-
brow, is a Joburg icon.

It has been a landmark on
the skyline sinee it was built
in 1976. However, in recent
years it has become a sym-
bol of something else — the
city's urban decay.

But nowadays people are
clamouring fo live in it, as
the 54-floor block is being
revamped at a cost of R100-
million. Its furnished apart-
ments, with their spectac-
war views, are being
snapped up at a cost of be-
tween R410000¢ for a 29m?
stw=o and R940000 for a
67m? th:ee-bedroom flat.

Eighty percent of the new-
ly renovated flats have al-
ready been sold.

Ngaire Blankenberg, di-
rector of Space Marketing
and Investments, which is
selling the flats, said: “We
are absolutely thrilled. The
numbers just confirmed
what we've been saying all

along — peaopic have a huge
amount of faith in the re-
newal of Joburg, and can't
wait to invest in a spectac-
ular building like Ponte City.”

Said by its developers {o
be the tallest residential

SMALL BUT STYLISH: Ponte apartments are selling fast

il

building in the Southern
Hemisphere, and within
walking distance of Ellis
Park Stadium, Ponte is ap-
pealing to property specu-
lators ahead of the 2010 Soc-
cer World Cup.

Picture: KEVIN SUTHERLAND

Space marketing director
Setshwano Rameise said the
apartments were aimed at
professionals and the upper-
middle ciass. Irgnically, this
brings it full circle to its
original intention, as a home

Buyers can choose
décor styles such as
‘Glam Rocld,
‘Moroccan Delight’
and 'Old Money’

for middle and upper-middle
class tenants. _ :

She said most buyers were
singles and those who al-

ready owned property and -
were buying i Ponte as an

investment.
Drew Lindsay, owner of
Spaza Art Gallery in

Troyeville, was among the
300 people who attended the
show day on October 28. He
said the excitement was
“like being at a bargain base-
ment sale with red stickers
[showing sold units] every-
where. There were lots of
buppies, yuppies and BEEs.”

Architect Clive Chipkin,
author of the definitive Jo-
hannesburg Style: Architec-
ture and Sociefy, I1880s-
1960s, said that Ponte “went
into a crisis, it became 2
little Kinshasa and then a
little Addis Ababa”.

But security is high on the
developer’'s agenda, “Once
phase one is complete, there
would be a 24-hour security
systemn that will ensure ac-
cess is strictly controlled,”

Ponte gets a total makeover

n
Y
,

said Rametse. "

She said thesfully reno-
vated building wovld consist
of 467 flats and a floor of
shops, with a restaurant, su-
permarket, gym, cafés, a

-large childrer’s play areg, a

climbing wail and purnkéng.

Property valuations ex-
pert Graham Ewing s3id he
was not surprised thpt so
many of the flats had al-
ready been sold:

Ewing said that Ponte
prices woul.! rise even high-
er than they are now.

“There is not likeiy to be
another Ponte,” he said.

The apartments are all ful-
ly furnished and huyers can
choose décor styles, includ-
ing “Glam Kock”, which
Rametse described as “vel-
vets and satins mixed with
neo-classical pieces”.

Other styles on offer in-
clude “Moroccan Delight”
and the more {raditional
“0ld Money”.

Chipkin said he called
Ponte Joburg's St Paul’s.
“When I used te draw pic-
tures of London, there's al-
ways the big St Paul’s Cathe-
dral and smaller churches
around it.

“Ponte is visible from ev-
erywhere, from half way to

‘Pretoria and Krugersdorp.

It's also visible from Hei-
delberg road from the east.”




Makeover for

notorious Ponte

The plan to turn the iconic high-rise block into an upmarket mixed-use:

!

i
b

development seems farfetched — but reinvention is Joburg’s trademari

- ONTE Towers is hardly
the stuff of dreams.
Yet, Joburg’s ugliest
building has inspired
onetime  Hollywood
producer and South African-born
David Selvan to invest R260m in
the high-rise block. He plans to
turn Ponte into funky, nupmarket
apartments — where we might all
want to live.

Or would we? At the launch this
week — the place was still a build-
ing site — the building looked like
a ghastly communist housing
project, sinister, haunted by a
torrid past. Wasn't this the home
of the city’s drug lords?

There was talk at one time of
turning the place into a prison,
and the joke went that you just
needed tolock thedoor.

There was also talk that the
inner section of the strange,
cylindrical building had three
storeys of rubbish in it. Residents
tossed the contents of their bins
outthe window.

But property developers and
Hollywood producers have a lot in
common:

dreams into reality — at some |

expense, of course. Hopefuily,

Ponte Towers will turn into a -

multimillion-rand blockbuster.

Selvan is convincing. After his
speech at the launch I felt a whole |

the ability to turn

lot better about the place, 1 liked
the idea of a lobby pianist and

coffee on the piazza. I wasn’t sure
about the neighbourhood. Some-
times you can fix it, often not.

Imagine, said Selvan, you live '

on the 32nd floor of Ponte. You
awake at 5.30 and look out at the
view, the finest in the city.

You go for a run around the
track circling the compiex, or to
the Ponte gym. You meet your
partner for coffee on the piazza.

i Later, you drive the kids to school

to nearby St John's, King Edward
VII or Roedean, and then you
connect with the rapid bus system
and shoot off to work.

This is a picture of an upper
middle-class life, although I don’t
think Ponte, new or old, is the
likely home of a St John's or
Roedean family.

We were invited on a tour of
one floor of show apartments —
taking the wobbly lifts, which
spooked the journalists. Only a
few were brave enough to travel up
to the 50th floor to see the view
from the penthouses

The apartments are okay, but
hardiyupmarket

The furniture — the apa.rt-
ments come decorated — is gor--
geous. But the rooms are tiny and !
the kitchens are badly designed.

They've left the original win- _

dows — and they shouldn’t have.

The circular shape is jarring. |
Does it make you feel suicidal?
. After a while, would you just want
to give up and leap out of the .

bedroom window?

Certainly the view from the
passages into the inner cylindrical |
core is pretty grim. The developers -

are putting glass viewing boxes

there, and only they know why.
Who wants to look at floor upon i

floor of flats?
However, this is really a move ;

by the establishment into previ- '

G PR Ty T T

it g oomin o b Y

Pam Golding Properties’ Andre
Dippenaar sees it in the same
mould as other once-controver-
sial, and now hugely successful,

projects spch as Pecanwood and ‘

Melrose Arch.
And in a city that has\
reinvented itseif many times —

from tented city to Edwardian |

buildings to skyscrapers -~ who

arewetoargue?

l
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Ponte drean

crumbles

the R4OGm dream iy twe
developers to turn Ponte into an iconic
! apartment block collapsed? Less than a
¢ week after Pam Golding Properties
launched it, the seller, Tony Cotterell,

i has put Nour Ayoub and David Selvan

! to terms because they haven't paid for
the property.

Ayoub (with 80%) and Selvan {20%) |
bought Ponte last year for R110m with
the sectional title register already open
i and spent about R30m on initial re-
¢ furbishment and show flats. They
! launched the 54~floor property for sale
late last year and apparently sold over
100 of the 470 flats for about R80Om.
But the FM understands that only

about half of these were granted bonds |

and are ready for transfer. This was not -
enough to raise finance to pay for the

{ building. The FM understands Selvan

{ approached a number of property in-

. vestors to inject capital in return for a
30% stake, saying his partner had not
produced his share of the capital
needed. They soon started contacting

| for R960 000.

1

!

E
|

Cotterell directly.
“I believe Ayoub and Selvan’s vision
is a sound one, with many millions of

; rand in potential profit. A developer

i with sufficient capital could make it
| happen,” says Cotterell. “We're in the
process of cancelling and I shall start
talking to a number of developers
who've approached me.” Cotterell
bought Ponte 15 years ago from Cape
developers lan Hirschon and Steve
Phelps for R17m and spent R30m on it.
He's about the only investor who has |
made money out of Ponte in its 30-year
history. “It’s been very profitable,” he
says. “Together with the rent from the |

"Vodacom sign on the roof, net income |

is about R10m/year.” Golding’s Andre ‘
Dippenaar is confident Ponte remains |
hot property despite the current market |
slump. Fully furnished ﬂa:s are priced

at R420 000 for a 30 m” bachelor unit.
A 67 m’ three-bedroom unit is going

Dippenaar intends targeting owners
and occeupiers who work for major
companies and institutions nearby and
investors who will rent to employees
who can't afford o buy. He expects
rents to start at R3 500 for a bachelor
unit to R6 500 for a three-bed unit.

A rental of “between 0,7% and 0,8%
is attractive these days to investors”,
he says. lan Fite

!
f
!
|



Ponte is proof a
revamp can work:

“BARRY BATEMAN

PRPOPER credit control, secure ac-
cess and buy-in from residents ave
just three of the ingredients in the
recipe for a successful, healthy
‘building. If it worked for the notori-
‘gus Ponte tower in Joburg, it can
work for the Kruger Park and
' Schubart Park buildings in Pretoria.
" But how do you transform a
. dilapidated, overcrowded, illegally

. occupied building in the city centre

security was brought in and serv-

ices to the building were put in
place. In other words, the building
worked.” |

Schaefer said it required signifi-
cant invesiment to clean up the
backlog, but doing so showed a com-

mitment to the tenants that some-

thing was being done.
“¥ creates buy-in to the process.”
He said rent collection had to be
enforced, which proved to be one of
the biggest challenges becaus¢ it

PR, gy P B ¥ Y Wiﬂt‘
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je Ponte~tnrmggebou in

Hillbrow skud jare se stof

en afskeep af en lok dank-
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yroeér dermate agteruitgegaan dat daar in

eul 1908 selfs voorgestel is dat die gebou met sy

nou aanduidings dat die ikonie- |
se gebou sy ou gloriedae sal her—
leef.

Ponte spog deesdae met opge-

aantal bageesterde nuwe mtrek
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; twee 173 m-skagte in 'n tronk omskep word.

Dié skagte was teen daardie tyd heeltemal

: vervuill met rommel wat inwoners wat nie die
! mneite wou doen om hul vullis te verwyder

nie dadr afgegool het.
~ Volgens: joburgcentral.co.za is 'n groot-
skaalse skoonmaakprojek in 2001 begin en
n verbeterde veiligheidsteisel in gebruik ge-
neem. .

Ponte het kort daarna die aandag van die

|| ontwikkelaars Nour Ayycub en David Selvan
| knapte woonstelle en 'n groot = ||

getrek,
Die gebou se potensiaa! het huﬂe S0 be—

J geester dat huile R100 miljoen opsy gesit het

e AN s

vir 'n hernuwingsprojek.
Die droom is egter in 2008 daarmee he&n
toe dit aan die lig pekom het dat Ayyoub en
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Ponte’s fourth coming:

‘An urban icon reborn

Johannesburg’s most
infamous building has
gone through glory
“days and gory days.
And now, initslatest
incarnation, it just may
have found its mojo ;

return to its former glory, but our !
goal is to restore dignity to Ponte and
create a safe and inviting environ-
ment for people to live in.” i
‘When it opened its doors in 1975,

. Ponte Towers was the créme de la .

créme of city living. But by the mid- '
1980s, Hillbrow’s melting pot of cul-
tures became a lair for the nefarious |

¢ activities of the Johannesburg under-

world and Ponte’s glory days ended

. almost as quickly as they came. In

Fm————

Nickolaus Bauer
he thought of ventur-
ing into Ponte Towers |
remains cringe-worthy |
to many South Africans.
They continue to seeitas .

a den of iniquity run by drug deal- '
ers and thugs. Likely, the most peo-
ple will be able tell you about the
current state of the building is the
change in colour of the Vodacom
sign that adorns its crest.

But apart from the branding that
dominates Johannesburg’s skyline
going from blue to red, Ponte has
undergone another metamorphosis
of sorts, By all accounts, the grizzled
concrete cylinder is slowly turning
into a haven for the middle class in
the city centre.

The rattie of cement mixzers and
jackhammers is resounding once
again and the once-forgotten flats
are filling up with residents less

interested in Ponte’s shady history |

and more concerned with its future.
“Historically, Ponte Towers was
the place to be,” says Jayson Kruger,
spokesperson for the East London- |
based Kempston Group, which owns |
the building. “We realise it will never

the 1990s, it got even worse; the dec-

i ade is punctuated with tales of drug

dealers, prostitutes and criminals
running free within its walls.
Residents of that era claim the

1 11th and 12th fleors were completely |

stripped bare and, along with the
downstairs parking lot, were nothing
more than spots to score. Both were
informal brothels, used as a thor- *
oughfare for those in search of any-
thing ranging from an acid tripto a
blow job.

Resident security guard Philemon

Thwala, who moved into the building

Tn the late 1990s, witnessed Ponte’s

multiple realities. “Ponte was not in
a good space when I first moved in.
There was a lot going on: crime, peo-
ple misbehaving, drugs and prostitu-
tion. It was hectic. I knew nothing
abont these things but learnt quickly
how bad they can make your life.”

But in 2001 Kempston managed to
drag the building back from oblivion.
Employing the services of Elma and
Danie Celliers, a husband-and-wife
management team, Ponte was given
new hope.

By the time they arrived, the build-
ing was easily one of the most dfm—
gerous places to live in South Africa.
But Danie, a former cop, was not
fazed as he set about cleaning out the
rot that gave rise to Ponte's tarnished

image. )
“Jeez, it was bad,” he told Maverick
magazine in September 2007.

“Nothing was working. In one flat
1 found a tomato plant growing out
of the sink. It filled up the whole
Kkitchen. It was a tree, that thing. Big
tomatoes on it, too.”

Although it was nothing like the
glory days, the cleanup led by the
Celliers paid off: it was a safe, low-
cost living space boasting a 97%
occupancy. Then in 2007, at the
height of the property boom, devel-
opers David Selvan and Noor Addine

Ayyoub arrived on the scene.

They had bigger plans. They
told any media outlet that would ,
listen that they intended to pour
R200-million into Ponte, with the
hopes of flogging luxury sectional-
title apartments ranging from:
R340 000 to R3.5-million. They
knqcked out and stripped floors 11|
to 34, moved 1500 residents out and
were ready to completely renovate
the building.

They equipped a handful of apart-
ments with luxury finishes, such
as granite tops in the kitchens and
designer wardrobes in the bedrooms,
to act as showrooms, and gave them
names like “Zen-Like”, “Moroccan
Delight” and “Old Money”.

But the pair’s lofty ambitions came
crashing down in little more than a
year and several contractors, as well
as a handful of would-be residents or
investors who had bought into the

venture ahead of the planned first-
phase occupancy in 2008, were all
left out of pocket, }
The Mail & Guardian revealed in
2009 that claims that Ayyoub and
Selvan had bought the building
from Kempston for a reported R110-
million to R112-million were untrue,
In fact, Kempston had always owned
the building and Selvan and Ayyoub
had started construction before they '
had the money to complete the sale.
So the opulent transformation |
was left unfinished, Ponte was left in
tatters, the tallest residential build-
ing in the southern hemisphere was

stripped from head to toe and its ~

infamous core filled up to the fifth
floor with building rubble and gen-
eral refuse.

Of the 467 flats in the building,
just more than 40 were occupied
when reconstruction finally ceased.
Kempston took back the building in
2009, beginning its own refurbish- '
ment in the Selvan and Ayyoub after- |
math, a process which lasted a little
more than two years.

“It was difficult to attract residents :
back. We had to reconstruct every-
thing, from the infrastructure inside
right up to the perception people had
outside,” Kruger says.

By late 2011, almost all 54 floors
had been redone, many from seratch,
with approximately 2km of electrical :
wiring and sanitary piping used on .
each floor. Possibly the toughest task
fell to Quinton Oosthuizen, construe-
tion and maintenance manager for
Ponte, as he led the team clearing out
the notorious core.

“It was nasty; we pulled out some
very funny things. Anything from
mattresses, rubble, loose steel,
kitchen and bathroom fittings — .
even dead stray cats,” Qosthuizen
says.

The biggest financial burden during
refurbishment was the installation
of eight new elevators to replace the
decades-old deathtraps that stalked
up and down the building. Strict
security was implemented, such as
around-the-clock guarding and dia-
metric fingerprint access at all entry
points to the building. The ground
floor, with its 2000m?2 of commercial
space, has its internet café back and,
according to Kruger, fast-food opera-
tor Bimbu's is due to open later this
year. But the crowning jewel will be
the 54th-floor walkway that, when
finally completed, will allow people
to walk around the exterior of Ponte
on reinforced glass panelling, kitted
out in a harness attached to a railing
aronnd the buildine

Whereas property companies
operating in Hillbrow and nearby
Berea offer valuations of the entire
‘building that vary from R50-million

to R200-million, Kruger says his lat-

est valuation of the property puts it
at R500-million. Still, he maintains
there are no plans to sell Ponte at
this stage, even in the sectional title
model that was touted in 2007.

“Our group doesn’t believe in
being in partnership anymore. You

couid recoup an initial investment, '

but you lose control in the long run.
We'd only sell it as 2 whole — if ever,”
Kruger says, ’

Now at 75% occupancy, Ponte’s
remaining accommodation is in

receptif» ist and resident, says she
deals with up to 10 applications a day.

here. South Africans, people from the
Congo, Zambians, Zimbabweans —
we all live here together,” Tsekefetsa
says.

There is a mix of families and single
professionals ranging from waiters
to administrators. Rentals vary from
R2000 for a pad on the 11th floor to
R3300 for a three-bedroom on the
3441 floor and R4500 for a two-bed-
room penthouse on the 51st floor,
complete with marble tiles and mod-

ern Kitchen with granite countertops.

Tsekefetsa says there are occasional
problems with the non-payment of
rent, but for the most part residents
seem happy to pay for a building
they think is safe, clean and afford-
able. Children play in the corridors

and spend sunny days next to the '

swimming pool. A weekly newsletter
is circulated to all residents inform-

ing them of the latest developments

in the building as well as suggestions
on how to keep things tidy. A recent
newsletter pointed out the major

Tower trivia

T dent of Ponte

{

prob'lem these days: the unwilling-
ness of some residents to place their
garbage inside the dustbins, leaving
trash adjacent to or on top of bins.

1t is all a far cry from the problems
Ponte experienced in the past, but
remnants of yesteryear still linger.

The core may have been cleared

out but residents = as they had in
the past — continue to use it as an
informal garbage heap, where you
will find used condoms, empty KFC
buckets, tatty weaves, stale pap and
razor blades?

Nonetheless, Gugu Ndiovu, a resi-

. » Says.any
perception of Ponte as a place of ill

demand. Maki Tsekefetsa, Ponte repute is outdated. “What’s a home

ithout rules? This is a great place

. tolive and it’s getting better. Things

i bialocked into a concrete tubein the |

“We have a good mix of people ' change and times change — just

come and see,” Ndlovu says.
It is aeons away from the aura

| Ponte enjoyed in the late 1970s and |
i 1980s, far from the drug and pros-
. titution haven of the 1990s and

nowhere near Ayyoub and Selvan’s

vision of luxury city living, but it is |
workable. Ponte’s latest evolution |
has given it a new lease on life. It
seems the idea of middie-class subur- ‘
middle of the city might have finally
found its groove.

Ponte Towers: I's not whatyou =~ |
would expect. Watch the video at

i mg.cozu/pontevideo

@ At 173m high, Ponte is said to be @ In 1998 there was a plan to turn

Tesidential building in Ponminmup;;on.ltmgm

the southern hemisphere. further than

L) ich con- OAmhideodney'Gkaﬂpff
tains 11k of neon tubing, will was 29 when he designed Ponte.
dominate the skyline until 2015, Since then, be bas done the
The contract reportediy bringsin_ Johannesburg Civic Theatre,
R5000008 : the Randburg Waterfront and
" @ Ponte Hsdoorsin1975at  Sandton’s Emperor Apartments,
a cost of Ril-million. Fewas ® Released in 1998, the movie
the second-ugliest building in

" country by Fair Lady magazinea _ :

few years later; first prizewent to __ tially filmed in Ponte. — Source;
Johanneshurg General Hospital. — Maverick, September 2007
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