12. 2-1-2 Adjectives

Lesson in a Nutshell

2-1-2 adjectives follow the 2-1-2 pattern of declension. They are by far the
most common.
When you look up the adjective dyafdg in the lexicon, it will be listed like this:
ayaBoc, 11, Ov
Please notice that there is no article. Why?

Because aya0d¢ is not a noun. It is not masculine or feminine or neuter.

&yoceog is an adjective. It has to be able to be masculine AND feminine AND neuter.

The lexicon gives you the endings (in red above) to tell you how it behaves in all three
genders.

(;WOCG(I)Q is the masculine form
o’woceﬁ is the feminine form

OC’YO(G(SV is the neuter form

aya04¢ is a 2-1-2 adjective. This means it follows

second declension in the masculine (2)
first declension in the feminine, and (1)

second declension in the neuter (2)

Just like the article!
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Do you see why we must have all three genders? Because “good” needs to be able to
modify masculine and feminine and neuter nouns. This is unlike English. English has

only one form. Compare the English adjective “good” with the Greek adjective &yoceog.

nominative, singular, masculine ayolfoc ovOpwmoC good man
nominative, plural, masculine &V(XGOl &Vep(mtOl good men
nominative, singular, feminine &YOLGT] y’évn good woman
nominative, plural, feminine &yaeou yﬁvou good women
nominative or accusative, singular, neuter &VOLGOV ’épyov good work
nominative or accusative, plural, neuter &VOLGO( :épyoc good works
genitive, singular, neuter ayofov €pyou of a good work
dative, singular, neuter ayofo £pym to a good work

Do you see how “good” never changes form, but &yoceog is constantly changing to
match the noun it modifies?

Now the lights are going on!
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Notice how the endings follow the 2-1-2 pattern (in blue). Also, compare the endings of
ayaBog with the article below. Do you see how similar the endings are?

24 forms of ayoboc [2-1-2] :
m Feminine Neuter Moascuine | Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem|  Noutor

S| Genitive | ov (ag.mg| ov oc | og

O

| Pae |0 |an | o 1 1
oyoOw Accusativel oy [orv.mv| ov o -

cryaty

_

Bl

g | oyodov | oyadng | oyodou
dl ayadn

B

oyolfov | ovyoldnv | oryoBov INominatvd 01 | o | o e | o

Plural

Genitive | v | @V | @V v | ov
oyoBor | oyoBon | oryoOo

ryadorg

n Dative 1 o1g | ong | o1g ou | ou
n oyobwv | ayobmv | oyobwv Accusativel oy | g | o ac | o
n oyolfovg | oryolbag | oryoBou

M F N
Nominative “the” 0 n 70
‘—g Genitive  “of the” | 10D ™me | Tov
& | Dative “othe” | 10 il 70
Accusative the TOV v 70
Nominative “the” ot ol 10
£| Genitive  “of the” | 1@V OV | 1OV
o [ pative “tothe” | Tolg | 7TOllg | TOIg
Accusative “the” 100¢ | 1Og 0L

Greek may seem complicated at first. But as you go along, you will come to recognize a
few consistent patterns that reveal the case, number and gender of every substantive. It
will become as plain as the nose on your face.
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Please study the chart below and be certain that all the letters in green make sense to
you. Be sure you understand:

1. That they follow the 2-1-2 pattern of declension.

2. That the articles and adjectives match the noun they modify in case, number and

gender.

3. The translations.
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S UOOU DI el U J
Masculine Feminine Neuter
(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension)
0 0yofoc Aoyog n oyodn opym 70 Oyoldov €pyov
N 0¢ the good word o.n the good beginning ov the good work
700 0Y0.00V AOYOV NG ayal®NG apyic 00 OY0.00D EPYOV
3 Glov of the good word OGNS ofthe good beginning ov of the good work
> . — ’ ~ ~ ~ ~ ¢ ~
gl p T oyofw Aoyw ™ oyoln opxn M) oyofw epyw
() @ to the good word qn to the good beginning v to the good work
A 0V 0yofov Loyov ovV. TNV ayodnv opynv 10 OyalBOV Epyov
ov the good word nv the good beginning ov the good work
N o ot ayofol Aoyot o ol oyofot opyot o 0. OyolfoL Epyo
the good words the good beginnings the good works
TOV OyoOdV AOYwV OV 0yofOV opY@V TOV 0yodQV EpYyQV
® G| ov of the good words wv of the good beginnings wv of the good works
2 ~ e ~ , ~ . ~ ° ~ ~ € ~
ol p olc O oyoBolg Aoyoig atc TG oyoBong opyog ot T01¢, oryafolg
G to the good words G to the good beginnings G eEpyolg
Alov T0UG 0yoldoVG AOYOVE o TOIG OLYOOOIC OPYOG o 0L 0yoldoL EpYOL
G the good words G the good beginnings the good works



