
the museum of ramapough native indian arts is a Cultural Center for artwork display, 
a monument of ColleCtive memories, and a portal to their saCred territory, known as 
split roCk. sitting at the ramapo ridge, a Carved stairCase along with the topography 
subtly invites visitors to step on their journey. in the sunken Courtyard, sCattered roCks 
are presented under the light as a preview of the spiritual experienCe ahead. in the Cen-
ter atrium of publiC gallery spaCe, visitors will return to the moment on a different 
hierarChy to embraCe ramapoughs values. the private gallery resembles the same arChi-
teCtural elements. however, it indiCates a fully different story that beComes a vessel of 
their tribal memories. the struCture made by rammed earth and steel Carries the sensi-
tivity of ameriCan’s primitive ConstruCtion, while impliCitly presenting a pair of galleries 
for native Cultures through inverse languages. 
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“In a sense, these sIx poInts represented the
sIx dIrectIons; east, south, west, north, up and

down, wIth the center formIng the seventh
dIrectIon, whIch Is at the center of our beIng.”

From Mi’kmaq Wigwams and the Architecture of Healing
Evan Pritchard
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