
I NT. / EXT. COMPUTER VI SI ON

A scr een showi ng t he syst em f r ant i cal l y  det ect i ng and l abel i ng
ever y t hi ng sur r ounds t he semi  t r uck.

SYSTEM ( AI )
- -  Engage.  Engage.  Engage - -

Bal ck  Scr een ( 3s) ,  CUT TO:

I NT.  TESLA SEMI  -  I - 15 -  BORDER OF CALI FORNI A AND NEVADA -  DAY

CONTI NUE WI TH SYSTEM ALERT

PAUL’ S ( DRI VER/ PROTAGONI ST)  POV

PAUL St ar t l ed.  Awoken by t he syst em al er t  as  t he v i sual at t ent i on
t r acker  f ai l ed t o det ect  consc i ous human bei ng’ s  at t endance, onl y  t o
r eal i ze t hat  he i s  s t i l l  s t uck i n t he same t r af f i c f r om hal f  an hour
ago.

PAUL
Chr i s t ,  why di d you wake me up? We ar e s t i l l  on
t he hi ghway!

SYSTEM ( AI )
We ar e wi t hi n 2 mi l es  f r om Ex i t ( xxx) .
Nevada St at e Law r equi r es  human at t endance i n
al l  vehi c l es  whi l e ent er i ng and ex i t i ng
f r eeway,   wi t h t he except i on appl i ed t o
vehi c l es  capabl e of  and subscr i bed t o Level  5
Aut opi l ot  Package.  And i t ’ s  under  our  UPDATA’ s
pol i cy  t hat  - -

PAUL
( i r r i t at ed,  i nt er r upt i ng)

- -  Al r i ght ,  Al r i ght ,  St op.

PAUL l ower s  t he wi ndow.  Even wi t h al l  t he car s  pi l ed up i n a 3 l anes
f r eeway,  you can s t i l l  di scer n t he sound of  deer  s t r ol l i ng acr oss
wi l dl i f e over pass mi l es  ahead.  I t ’ s  a mut ed hect i c bust l e.

I f  i t ’ s  dur i ng t he ol d days,  PAUL woul d l ean on t he r ubber  t r i m.  But
s i nce t he one seat er t ook over  t he mar ket ,  t r uck dr i ver s ar e
const r ai ned by t he empt i ness ar ound t hem.

Paul  l ooks i nt o t he s i de mi r r or  on scr een.  He can t el l  f r om t he
opaque el ec t r ochr omi c  gl ass t hat  near l y  a t hi r d of t he vehi c l es
ar ound hi m ar e Lv. 5.  They ar e ei t her  empt y  or  c l osed of f  f or  pr i vacy
r easons.

Some peopl e l i ke t o l eave t he sunr oof  unt i nt ed,  l i ke t he one t o t he
l ef t  of  PAUL.  Cl ear l y  t hey f or get  t hat  t r ucks can be t he “ hi ghr i se”
ami dst  t he endl ess hor i zont al i t y .

ZOOM I N TO SI DE MI RROR UNTI L FULL SCREEN

EXT.  CONTI NUED

Camer a s l owl y  cr ui s i ng back,  t r avel i ng t hr ough t r af f i c t owar d t he end
of  t he t r ai l er .

Camer a t ur ns and f aces t he bl ue l ogo pr i nt ed on t he whi t e t r ai l er
door ,  whi ch i s  supposed t o say UPDATA.  A whi t e pl as t i c bag caught  by
t he t op hi nge of  t he r i ght  hand door  cover ed a por t i on of  l et t er  A,
whi ch i s  suf f i c i ent  t o t r i ck  AI  t o per cei ve t he wor d as “ UPDATE” .

SUPERI MPOSE:
UPDATE ( #Fi l m Ti t l e)

FADE TO:

I NT.  SEMI  TRUCK -  FREEWAY EXI T -  DAY

PAUL’ S POV

OVER THE LI VE FEED ON SCREEN

ANCHOR
- -  The Senat e has vot ed t o pass t he Aut o- Dr i ve
Bi l l  over  t he weekend i n a vot e of  78 yays t o
22 nays i n r esponse t o t he t r agi c  happened at
t he Coachel l a Val l ey  Musi c  and Ar t  Fest i val
l as t  Oct ober ,  meani ng t hat  compani es wi l l  soon
be r equi r ed t o hi r e at t endi ng dr i ver s  on boar d
of  t he vehi c l es  even wi t h t he subscr i pt i on t o
f ul l  aut omat i on package - -

- -  And i t  i s  ant i c i pat ed t hat  most  of  t he
company wi l l  downgr ade t hei r  package t o l evel  4
or  even l evel  3.

I nt el  and Tes l a’ s  shar e pr i ce has s l umped 5%
and 9% r espect i vel y  dur i ng t he mar ket  open,  as
over  80% of  pr emi um package subscr i ber s  ar e
commer c i al  c l i ent s  - -

EXT.  STATI ON -  DAY

Cl ose up agai nst  t he bot t om edge of  t he r i ght  hand door .  Door  opened,
and c l osed.  Paul  wal ked away.  The cast ed al umi num char gi ng post  i s
now bl i nk i ng i n r ed.

MATCH CUT TO:

A wat er  bot t l e under  a f aucet .

EXT.  RESERVOI R -  CONT’ D

Camer a cent er s  on a gl ass capsul e t hat  r ooms var i egat ed t r opi cal
pl ant s .  A t r anspar ent  OLED di spl ay  embedded wi t hi n t he gl ass panel
wr apped t he cel l  wi t h Ads hover i ng ar ound t he br i ght yel l ow shower
cur t ai n peaks out  of  l usc i ous veget at i on.  Ads:

-  Gr i d decent r al i zat i on i s  s t r i ppi ng away your  j ob -

-  Cr ui se t our  ar ound nor t her n Canada and t he Ar c t i c -

-  Save your  money,  save our  pl anet  -

Paul  s t epped i nt o t he r oom wi t hout  a gl i mpse t o t he scr een.  As he
c l osed t he door  behi nd,  t he el ec t r ochr omi c  gl ass panel swi t ched t o
t r ans l ucent  gr ey t one.

CUT TO:

I NT.  SHOWER CELL -  CONT’ D

A yel l ow v i ny l  cur t ai n ami dst  veget at i on.  Backgr ound pl ays t he same
r adi o channel Paul  l i s t ens t o on t he t r uck.

CUT TO:

EXT/ I NT.  DI NER -  VENDI NG MACHI NE -  DAY

Cl ose up shot  at  Cr i cket  Cer eal ,  t he onl y  i t em l ef t on a seemi ngl y
endl ess powder  coat ed shel f  packed wi t h yel l ow di v i der s as t he camer a
gr adual l y  zooms out .

Paul  r ol l s  up t he shel ves,  ar i sed hygr oscopi c  pl ant er s i ncubat i ng
cabbages and baby t omat oes under  gr ow l i ght s .

I t ’ s  a vendi ng wal l  pr ot r udi ng out  of  ar i d soi l .  The di ni ng ar ea
l ocat ed r i ght  behi nd i t ,  whi ch i s  shel t er ed al ong wi t h cact i  and
succul ent s  by  mer el y  a 24 mm t hi ck  cor r ugat ed met al sheet .

Paul  i s  s i t t i ng on a s t ool  wi t h a s t ai nl ess s t eel seat  capped
r ammed- ear t h base suppor t  under neat h,  eavesdr oppi ng t he conver sat i on
bet ween t wo guys f r om af ar .

MALE
So how was your  i nt er v i ew? Any news?

FEMALE
Not  a wor d s i nce t hat  per sonal i t y  t es t .

MALE
Per sonal i t y  Test ? Can’ t  bel i eve t hey ar e s t i l l
doi ng t hat ,  shoul d’ ve made i t  i l l egal  a decade
ago.

FEMALE
How about  you? Wer en’ t  you i n const r uc t i on?
Canada i s  l ook i ng f or  peopl e,  t hey ar e
scr ambl i ng t o bui l d new por t s  and c i t i es  al ong
t he ar c t i c .

MALE
Ugh.  I  can’ t  i magi ne l ook i ng at  t he mi dni ght
sun f or  t hr ee mont hs s t r ai ght  when t he weat her
i s  war m.

CUT TO:
EXT.  STATI ON -  DAY

Camer a r ol l s  t owar d l ef t .  Pass i ng a mobi l e/ nomad communi t y cons i s t s
of  r ecr eat i onal  vehi c l es  and over s i zed vans ser ves as r es t aur ant s  and
“ s t or ef r ont s . ”

Camer a s t ops i n f r ont  of  Paul ’ s  semi  t r uck.

MUSI C FADE I N - -

TOP /  AERI AL VI EW

Camer a zooms out ,  unvei l s  a gr i d f or med by char gi ng post s  adj acent  t o
a sol ar  f ar m.

Par k i ng l i ne mar ker s and di esel  t r ucks pop up on t he gr ound.  As t he
camer a keeps zoomi ng out ,  i t  appear s  t o be t he gr aphi c on Paul ’ s
T- Shi r t .

CUT TO:

EXT.  FREEWAY -  NI GHT

FRONTAL VI EW

Tr uck cr ui s i ng on f r eeway wi t h headl i ght s  on.  Vehi c l es over t akes once
i n a whi l e,  var y i ng i n speed.

PAUL di sappear ed f r om t he cockpi t .

Cockpi t  di sappear ed f r om t he t r ac t or .

FADE TO BLACK.

CLOSI NG CREDI TS.

THE END

1. A.I. Hegemony

Although Elon Musk once said during a 
speech “whoever relies on Lidar (to ap-
proach full automation) is doomed”, in 
my opinion the lvl 5 automation will be 
combining multi-layer data input  (Lidar, 
Machine Vision, Infrastructural Net-
work, etc.) to understand the full image. 

API (Application Programming Inter-
face) is probably more important than 
AI.
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The scenario is based on the premises of hav-
ing a hodgepodge of level 3, 4, and 5 Auto-
mation sharing the same road. It is known that 
level 3 automation (conditional self driving 
with driver) is indeed  dangerous and prone 
to causing accident, as it requires human con-
stantly monitor the system and be able to take 
control of it at any time.

It is even possible that Level 0 (no automa-
tion) cars still exists on the road.

�7�U�D
v�F���P�D�\���V�W�L�O�O���E�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�F�R-
herence of automation level.
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Innovation is continuous. It exists in the 
smooth space

�������6�S�D�F�L�R�X�V�O�\���&�O�D�X�V�W�U�R�S�K�R�E�L�F

To some extent, TESLA’s Semi is quite imper-
sonal. It’s as sleek and high tech as a jet cock-
�S�L�W�����E�X�W���E�\���F�H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�D�W���W�K�H�\���V�H�D�O���R
u���G�U�L�Y-
er’s direct contact with “out side world” - all 
interaction happens on interface - two screens. 

As if it is really an airplane hovering 30,000 
ft above ground, as if the air outside is too 
cold to touch.

�������3�R�O�L�F�\

Hybridity may also apply to regulation.  
Human attendance my be omitted de-
pend on hiearchy of roads. For exam-
ple, freeway is less complex and capri-
cious compare to local route, hence is 
safe for lower level automation to per-
form without human presence.
 
Entering and exiting the freeway is 
�F�R�P�S�D�U�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �R
u�� �D�Q�G�� �O�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
an airplane.

�������,�Q�V�L�G�H���2�X�W

Jacque Tati’s Play Time - a scene show-
ing the protagonist asked to be wait-
ed in the lobby. What strikes is the 
cut that contrast the tranquil interi-
or and buzzing exterior (mostly from 
automobile). The glass panel erased 
the barrier between int and ext visu-
ally, but reinforced it acoustically.  

Autopilot together have turned this rela-
�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�X�W�����,�Q���D���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\���W�U�D
v�F��
jam, acoustic barrier become dispens-
able, as outside is as quiet as interior. 
AI allowed us to shift attention away 
from immediate surroundings to the 
point that drivers are seeing the asphalt  
through  interface more than transpar-
ent, brittle, tangible surface.

�������$�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H�����(�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H�������:�K�D�W���:�H��
�7�D�O�N�� �$�E�R�X�W�� �:�K�H�Q�� �:�H�� �7�D�O�N�� �$�E�R�X�W��
�&�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q

Gas stations carry the quality of be-
ing ritual, to which fueling a vehicle 
through a pump cannot be done without 
�E�H�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�����*�D�V���U�H�¿�Q�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W��
from crude oil that is owned by high-
ly capitalized conglomerates. In that 
sense, gas is not only physical, but also 
original.

Electric gird, on the other hand, as the 
outcome of mass production, is ubiqui-
tous. The notion of original/aura disap-
pears as charging can literally happen 
anytime anywhere along the grid. It is 
�Q�R�W�� �W�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�Q�� �³�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���´�� �7�K�H�� �À�R�Z�� �R�I��
electricity is as, if not more important 
than that of water.

���������1�R�U�W�K���%�R�X�Q�G

Climate change is covertly reshaping 
the global trade. A melting arctic is al-
ready opening up routes for cruises and 
will certainly impose a geopolitical 
paradigm shift. But why does it mat-
ter to the trucking industry? Traveling 
through Canada’s arctic coastline will 
likely reduce U.S. cross country long-
haul trucking between east and west 
coast, by discouraging company choos-
ing Marine-Ground option for a cargo 
ship departing from Northern China or 
Korea.

�������6�S�D�W�L�D�O���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\

As technology becomes more personal than 
ever, the facade of a product will keep em-
bracing a minimalist core (being user friend-
ly). One noticeable outcome is that innovation 
has pushed everything toward seamlessness - 
space, time, and form...as the notion of being 
in a place and what is perceived as a place has 
been translated to bespoke packaging on top 
of esoteric nested systems. 

���������:�D�O�O�V�W�U�H�H�W�E�H�W�V�¶���,�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���6�W�R�U�D�J�H

(Has nothing to do with wallstreetbets) Col-
lective Storage - This point harks back to 
some of my early research that focused on 
balancing the renewable energy’s supply and 
demand through implementing the notion of 
battery into architecture. However, with the 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���À�H�H�W���V�L�]�H���R�I���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�����W�K�H�\��
could collectively stabilize the grid. 

This notion of decentralization also applies 
�W�R���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���V�F�H�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�O�P�������Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���F�D�P-
era cruising through an array of mobile com-
munity (or nomads), they are dissolving the 
centralized/capitalized entity, which in this 
�F�D�V�H���L�V���W�K�H���R�O�G���W�U�X�F�N���V�W�R�S�����E�\���R
u�H�U�L�Q�J���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
functions.

�������8�3�'�$�7�(�����7�L�W�O�H��

Update, in other words, constant adap-
�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�V���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���D�P�L�G�V�W���À�X�L�G�����H�U�U�D�W�L�F��
environment full of dynamic forces. Yet 
architecture at its core is nothing but 
against this.
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