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THE NEW DATING:
CHANGES IN UNDERGRADUATE ROMANTIC PAIR FORMATION

ABSTRACT:
This is where your abstract will go. It should be on a separate page from the rest of your paper if you are submitting for publication, but for a class assignment you can typically begin your paper right after it. Your abstract should give a short summary of your research paper and what the reader should expect. It should be between 150-250 words. Think of it as a press release or an elevator pitch for your entire paper. Try to summarize the main couple points of each primary section (literature review, methods, findings, discussion) in a sentence or two each. 
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THE NEW DATING:
CHANGES IN UNDERGRADUATE ROMANTIC PAIR FORMATION

	This is where your introduction will go, begin with an interesting “hook” to draw your reader’s attention to the import of your topic—maybe a relevant statistic or attention-grabbing quote or statement. There is no need to title it “Introduction,” people know that the first few paragraphs of a paper is the introduction. Start giving a little context for your paper. This would be a good spot to state your research question(s) or hypotheses (hypothesis are more common in quantitative papers). You could also tell the reader why your topic is important to society. Do cite literature in your introduction, but it does not have to be as in-depth as in the literature review. For most college papers, a single page or page and a half of double-spaced introductory material will be sufficient.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Your literature review is next.  You can write “LITERATURE REVIEW” as above, or you can title it something else based on your topic, like, “HOW ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS HAVE EVOLVED.” First-level headings are in all capital letters. 
A good literature review is almost always broken into sub-parts based on the topics of the sources you are citing. Plan for about three sub-sections, give or take one. The sub-sections should logically build toward your research question. In this example, if the paper is on changes in how relationships are formed, I might have sub-sections on 1) new technologies, 2) changing cultural values toward sexuality and cohabitation, and 3) delayed marriage due to expectations for college and career formation for both genders. While that may not be an exhaustive list of all possible sub-topics on what influences relationships today, it has a face logic to it. You can tell the reader what you will cover, and then begin the sections.

The Impact of New Technologies on Romantic Relationships
	Above I put a second level heading. Second-level headings are not in all capital letters. But the first letter of each word is all capitals, other than connector words (e.g., and, it, on, of). In true ASA style you will not make your headings and sub-headings in bold, although some instructors like it for class papers because they are easier to see and read. 
Apps and mobile devices. If you choose to use third-level headings—like I put here—they are in italics, only the first word is capitalized, place a period at the end, and keep it in-line with the text that follows it.
 You will want to begin citing right away in your literature review. The vast majority of your citations—around 90 percent—should be simple paraphrased citations rather than quotes. The simplest case is when you write a sentence that needs a citation and include it at the end before the period like this (Smith 2017). When the author's name is introduced in the text, the year comes right after their name, such as: Smith (2017) wrote about changing gender expectations in dating. If you decide it is one of the few instances where you want to use a direct quote in your paper then you will add quotation marks and a page number after the quote. For example: Smith (2017) reported that "heterosexual men increasingly expect their female partners to have gainful employment before considering dating them" (p. 226). The abbreviation "p." is for page and "pp." for pages. Both should be lower case (only uppercase with block quotes). 
Block quotes are for quotes that are over 50 words, and should be single spaced and indented from the rest of the paper. This is an example of a block quote.
As stated by Smith (2017):
This is a block quote. It should be used incredibly sparingly, probably not more than once in a literature review, if used at all. The exception is that you can use them more frequently in your findings section if you are quoting your own interviewees (you would not need a page number in that case). Use block quotes when the content of what you are quoting is important to get verbatim, not just because you like the way the author says something and would rather not paraphrase it yourself. You put the page number after the period in a block quote. (P. 226)

When using quotes, start the sentence in your own words before switching to the quote, do not put a quote as an entire stand-alone sentence; and never quote something that has a quote of something else inside of it. If you like what is quoted, then hunt down that source and quote and cite it directly yourself.
You may cite multiple sources in a single sentence. For example: Multiple scholars have found that changes in cohabitation patterns are contributing to the age of first marriage (Jamison 2014; Zang and Hansen 2012; O’Brien, Schwartz, and Clementine 2008). Or even better, if you can make it a relevant list, for example: Multiple scholars have found that changes in cohabitation patterns due to parental influences (Jamison 2014), religious influences (Zang and Hansen 2012), and economic influences (O’Brien et al. 2008) are contributing to the age of first marriage. If there are three or more authors, use all three last names the first time you cite them, and then switch to only the first-author’s last name and “et al.” for all subsequent times you cite them—as I did above with O’Brien.
Once you have covered all of the sections in your literature review, it is good to write a transition paragraph or sentence to lead into your methods section. One common way is to remind us of your research question.

METHODOLOGY
Your methods section will go here. You will most likely also have some subheads for this section; common ones might be: data, sample, materials, variables, or procedures. The sections you have depend on the materials you are using, the kind of method you are using (experiment, interviews, surveys, etc.), and if it is a quantitative or qualitative paper. 
At minimum make sure you have sections that explain who, what, and how. The “who” has to do with your sample; tell us the number and demographics of the people involved (a table is often nice as well). The “what” are the tools you used. Do not say things like journal articles or Microsoft Word. But do include things such as your interview protocol (the questions), voice recorders, software for data analysis, any pre-made scales or inventories, etc. Write it out in sentence form, not as a bullet-point list. The “how” are the steps you took to get the people, conduct the study, and analyze the data. 
You have two main goals in a methods section. One, you want to make clear how you gathered your data and to convince the reader that it was done in a way that is logical and will produce acceptably unbiased results. Two, give enough detail that somebody could re-create your study if they wanted to, that is an important part of the scientific method. Your methodology section is typically much shorter than both your literature review and your findings section. A page or two will suffice for most college paper assignments. 

FINDINGS
Your findings section (as is more commonly called in qualitative papers) or results section (as is more commonly called in quantitative papers) goes next. It will also have a few subheadings breaking up your key findings into sections. A quantitative paper will have tables of statistical output along with text descriptions of what you found. A qualitative paper will have more quotes from interviewees and thick descriptions from field observations. If you did interviews and you quote people, be sure to use pseudonyms and to give a couple relevant demographics about each person you are quoting. The first time you use a pseudonym, include a footnote telling the reader that all names are pseudonyms; something like this: Sandra[footnoteRef:1], a junior using the dating platform eHarmony, said, “I used to think meeting people online was weird, but it’s very mainstream now.”  [1:  All interviewee names are pseudonyms to protect their confidentiality. ] 

When you use tables (which have rows and columns of data) or figures (anything that is not a table), you should call them out in-text before you get to them. You can often just tuck it into a relevant sentence within parentheses (See Table 1). Then you would put the table somewhere nearby below it. Number all tables consecutively, and number them separately from your consecutive numbering of figures. Also, put table numbers and titles above the table, but for figures put the numbers and titles below the figure. Below is an example table from the paper “Career Funneling” I published. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Then for a figure, you label it at the bottom. See Figure 1 below for an example, it comes from a paper I published called “Selling Students.” 
[image: ]
Whenever you give a table or a figure be sure to describe the important thing for the reader to notice in-text. Do not just leave the table or figure to speak for itself without explaining the key points. Also, do not start or finish a section of your paper with a table or figure; all sections should start and finish with words not images. 

DISCUSSION
This is where you tell the reader what your findings or results mean. You interpret the outcomes and give context, such as whether your outcomes support or contradict the existing literature. You may also note for future researchers any limitations in your study that you had to overcome, that they may be able to build off of. For example, you may be using a publicly available data set that did not ask a couple questions you thought would have been helpful. You could include those questions for a future researcher. But do not put as a limitation anything about challenges you had collecting data or writing the paper—like “it was hard to get articles because they were behind a paywall” or “I have a job so I didn’t have much time to collect data.” If you do not have a good limitation, just skip that.  

Conclusion
	This is where you will wrap up your paper. You can make it a first or second level heading, or just an un-marked final paragraph of your discussion. Make sure to reiterate your claims and research questions. Most people skim papers by reading the abstract and conclusion, so make sure you make good use of these pieces to explain the key points of your paper succinctly. The conclusion is like the abstract but can be a little longer and a little more fluid. Do not just copy and paste your abstract again at the end, they should not be a verbatim match.
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APPENDIX A: DATING WEBSITE STATISTICS 
Appendices are where you can put extra graphs, demographic information, code structures (for qualitative projects), interview question lists, and other data. Anything that could be helpful to some readers, but messes up the flow of the paper can go into an appendix. 

APPENDIX B: COLLEGE STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS
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Table I. Career Considerations by Demographics and Majors.

Traditional

Variable Consulting  Finance Impact professional Tech Unsure n
Socioeconomic status®

Working class 22.2% 0%  55.6% 0% 22.2% 0% 8

Middle class 28.1% 188%  21.9% 15.6% 12.5% 3.0% 21

Upper middle class and above 20.0% 26.7% 16.7% 0% 30.0% 6.7% 27
University

Harvard 24.2% 33% 15.2% 9.1% 15.2% 6.1% 27

Stanford 23.7% 1.5%  31.6% 5.3% 26.3% 26% 29
Gender

Female 22.2% 11.1%  25.0% 11.1% 30.6% 0% 29

Male 25.7% 28.6%  22.9% 2.9% 11.4% 8.6% 27
Race”

Asian 33.3% 222%  14.8% 11.1% 18.5% 0% 18

Black or Hispanic 11.1% 222%  44.4% 11.1% 11.1% 0% 7

Mixed race 12.5% 12.5%  12.5% 0% 50.0% 12.5% 6

White 22.2% 185%  29.6% 3.7% 18.5% 74% 25
Major, by divisions*

Humanities 33.3% 0%  55.6% 0% 11.1% 0% 9

Social Science 27.0% 243%  18.9% 8.1% 16.2% 54% 37

STEM 19.4% 222%  16.7% 5.6% 33.3% 28% 36

*We asked students to self-rate their family’s socioeconomic status using quintiles, but we collapsed these categories
to just three on the table and in the text for ease of interpretation.
PRespondents self-identified their race. We had one student who identified as Black and six students who identified as
Hispanic; we collapsed these two categories in the table to make percentages of historically underrepresented students
more interpretable. In addition, six students identified as mixed race; most of these would have identified as black or
Hispanic if we had not given them the option of choosing mixed race.
“Totals for majors do not add up to 56 because many of our respondents had double majors across divisional lines.
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Fig. 1. AAU Campuses (Circles) and Their Corporate Partners (Squares); Top Tier Partnerships (Thick Lines), Lower
Tier Partners (Thin Lines).




