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Robert Camacho, Chairman of Community Board 4 

“We’re sick and tired of this Christopher Columbus syndrome, where they’re 
coming in here and throwing away natives. Please do not approve of this. Our 
land, they’re trying to take it away from us. All for money.” 



Debra Glick, Assemblymember for 66th District

“Small businesses are suffering because of this program, many businesses 
have lost street visibility from sidewalk congestion, and are unable to get their 
deliveries. This program is a burden only advantaging one industry.” 



Ashwin Deshmukh, Short Stories owner

“I don’t think that we should recover at this cost of quality-of-life and 
everything else for our neighbors, additional enforcement should make a 
difference when the program goes permanent.” 
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Site Statistics.





Public Space.





Survey.



Challenges.



Bedford Manor, 1177 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216.

Challenges.



Post Bar, 307 Clifton Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11216

Challenges.



Dynaco, 1012 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216.

Challenges.



Washington Commons, 748 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.

Challenges.



Opportunities.



Do or Dive Bar, 1108 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216.

Opportunities.



Pilar Cuban Eatery, 397 Greene Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216.

Opportunities.



Playground Coffee Shop, 1114 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216.

Opportunities.







Sidewalk.



Roadbed.



Toolkit.



Bike Rack.



Public Seating.



Mini Park.



Waste Infrastructure.



Community Bulletin Board.



Book Exchange.



Community Fridge.



Pop-Up Space.



Shared Use.



Transformable Elements.
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Project Drivers.

Enhancing Open Restaurants Guidelines.

Adding Civic infrastructure.

Framework for Community Use.
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- Department of Transportation
- New York City Department of Parks and Recreation
- The New York Public Library
- New York City Department of Education
- New York State Energy Research and Development Authority

Partners.

Government / City Agencies

Mutual aid and Non-profit organizations.

Community Organizers. 

Faith Leaders. 

Business Improvement Districts.



Gen, 659 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.
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Gen, 659 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.



Caffè De Martini, 609 Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.
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Caffè De Martini, 609 Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.



415 Classon Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.
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415 Classon Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.



Citrico, 681 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.
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Citrico, 681 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238.
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Outstanding Questions.

How do we study and resolve the clashes between Open Restaurants and existing 
infrastructure and who is the appropriate agency or stakeholder to hold veto power 
over new structures?

How to parameter the process of public feedback to encourage discussion whilst 
mitigating the eventual NIMBYism that might arise with more public scrutiny?

How does increasing the regulatory burden of expanded guidelines affect the 
flexibility and usefulness of the Open Restaurant program? 

How to address the critique of taking over parking spaces?


