9. Second Declension

Lesson in a Nutshell

Second declension nouns are usually masculine or neuter and end in o.

We saw that first declension nouns are generally end in o0 or 1, were usually feminine
and followed a single pattern.

The stem of second declension nouns generally end in an 0, may be masculine or
neuter, and follow two patterns, which differ slightly from each other.

Noun Endings

(&y m; (1.5';"-‘4",‘2‘50, m'fmm, (a%?c‘e{rfa'g‘:) :ad?o"é'o'r'u'w.)
Nominelvo RN o-n  .on. [EEEEEN (SRR
5| Srmenee | 00 e 0Gu TG arategriins [ OV o] |06 “Whew | 05 S
£ Dative | ol o pn o wn g sl gon| oy e
Accisative| ov "B |av.ny oG v S| | Tl | -
Nominalivel gy S| o1 %, | o0 2] lec | o o
a| SSmiNe | OV ovom| @V orbssinn | OV drens| OV Giesses| OV Giow
al Dative o 2l qig o0 |ow wiel fou Suin o oo
Accusative ISSSl Rl 0  oons, [ROEER lo6 el m

Two Essential Things You Must Know About Every Noun

Every Greek noun will be either masculine or feminine or neuter.

1. Its Gender

2. Its Declension

Every Greek noun will be either first or second or third declension.



You do not know a Greek noun until you know its gender and declension, but once you
know its gender and declension you know exactly what to expect in all of its eight forms.
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The patterns Greek nouns follow to show you case, number, and gender are
marvelously consistent.

Savor the wonder!

Now observe how some second declension endings function in a Greek sentence.

QYYEALOC BE0D KNPVGGEL EVOLYYEAOV OLVOPWTOLC

(an)! angel of God announces good news to men.2
word ending case function in sentence

oYYELOC ocC nominative subject

Beov 0oV genitive possession

EVOLYYEALOV oV accusative object

0LVOPWTOLC olg dative indirect object

The word order of the preceding sentence matched English word order exactly. Before
you look at the answer, see if you can figure out how to translate the next sentence,
which seems scrambled up.

' We will learn later, that there is no indefinite article (“a,” “an”) in Greek so we must supply it where it
makes sense to do so.

2 Greek uses the masculine gender to refer generally to all people.



VOLOLC S0VAOVOLY TOV KOCHOV AOYOL GLVOPOTMV

to laws (they) enslave the world words of men
word ending case function in sentence
VéuOLg 01¢ dative indirect object
Kécuov oV accusative object
AOYOL ol nominative subject
VOpOTWV 0y, genitive possession

The word “words” is in the nominative case, so it is the subject of the sentence.
The word “men” is in the genitive case so it indicates possession.

The word “world” is in the accusative case so it is the object of the verb.

The word “laws” is in the dative case so it is the indirect object.

To translate this sentence into English we have to do two things:

1. We have to rearrange the words since English relies on word order to tell us what role
each word plays in the sentence (case).

2. We have to add helping words (“of,” “t0”).
So here itis:
Words of men enslave the world to laws.

Isn’t Greek amazing?




Lexical Form of Nouns

How will you know if a noun is masculine, feminine or neuter? How will you know what
declension it follows? You must learn all this when you learn the word.

A “lexicon” is a Greek dictionary. I'm not sure why we have to use fancy words. But most
people call Greek dictionaries “lexicons.”

“Lexical form” just refers to the way you will find it in the dictionary. Obviously, a Greek
lexicon can't list every form of every word. It would be far too bulky. Instead, Greek
lexicons list the word in its nominative singular form and tell you which pattern of
inflection it follows.

Here is how this works:
If | were to look up the word AOYOG (word) in the lexicon | would find it listed like this:

Adyog, ov, O

What are the OV and the (3 for?

0 is the masculine form of the article. It tells me that ?»(’)yog is a masculine noun.

M(2) Fi1) N (2)
Nominative "the” 0 | 70




The “0V” is the genitive ending of kéyog. It shows me which column to follow as
AOYOG goes through its eight changes.

Case Endings

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem

euter
(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension) (3rd declension) | (3rd declension)

Nominativ N o
m £PYOV
e Og w;/rdg Ol or n beg‘i)n)r(ﬂng ov eerk (Eg?]%
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possession o of a beginning of work of a hand of light

Dative Aoy o £py® e1pt o1l
in, with, to, by 0;) toa q or n toa bgg);(iﬂning (0] topv?//or"k toxa hgnd t(g light

word v

Accusative oV AOYOV oV . opxnv oy oy )ﬁ‘lpoﬁ

object word beginning work and

Nominativ 0 Aoyol opxoL Py XELPEC
e 1’ words beginnings a works hands

Py

Genitive Aoy apxwv | )y, EpyeV YELPOV
possession of words of beginnings of works of hands

Dative LOYOLC PO olc EPYOLs YEPOLV
in, with, to, by to words to beginnings Q to works to hands to lights

Accusative hoyou apyog o P xewos | o dwta

works hands lights

object beginnings

The lexicon doesn't list all eight endings. That would be a long list!
AOYOC, OV, W, OV, 0L, WV, 01, OVC, O
The lexicon assumes that if you know the genitive form, you will be able to supply the

remaining endings. So “A6yog, ov, 0” gives you the information (in yellow above) and
assumes you are smart enough to supply the rest of the column. You are, of course!



Now, let’s look up dpxﬁ in the lexicon. We find:
apxm, 1ne, 1

f] is the feminine form of the article. It tells me that dpxﬁ is a feminine noun.

M(2) Fi1) N (@)
Nominative "the” 0 1 70

ﬁg is the genitive ending of Ocpxn This shows me that | should follow the first
declension.

Case Endings

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem

euter
(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension) (8rd declension) | (3rd declension)

Nominative oC XS oM apym oV EPYoV

WG
subject word beginning work light

Genitive oV AOYOU 0o MG opYNG oV YoV YELPOC oc doTOC

possession of a word of a beginning of work of a hand of light

Dative o JX370) 0.1 apym o e XELPL 1 dwTL

in, with, to, by \ to a word to a beginning to work to a hand to light

4

Accusative oV AOoYyOV aVor'nV opyNv oV EpYOV )?]Slpot

. xn dwe
object word beginning work and light

Nominative ot Loyot ol apyo o P rewes | o oo

subject words beginnings works hands lights

Genitive LOY@V opYWV YWV XEWPWV OdWTOV
possession of words mv of beginnings mv of works of hands mv of lights

Dative AOYOLC OPYOLC £pYOLC YEPOLV dwolv
in, with, to, by to words alg to beginnings to works to hands Olv to lights

Accusative Aoyov opyaC o P xewos | o duta

object (!Q beginnings works hands lights

Once again, the lexicon does not give me all eight endings.

e

ap)M, MG, 1., MV, O, OV, 01C, G, M

The lexicon gives me the gender and the genitive form (in yellow above). | use my chart
to figure out the rest. Soon | won’t need a chart because | will remember this simple and
consistent pattern.



Now, let’s look up ,épyov in the lexicon. We find:

Epyov, ov, TO

10 is the neuter form of the article. It tells me this is a neuter noun.

M(2) Fi1) N (2)
Nominative "the” 0 1 70

0V tells me that | should follow the second declension.

Case Endings

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem

euter
(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension) (8rd declension) | (3rd declension)

Nominative L0YO apyM €DYOV oW
subject OQ wordg O or Tl beg;i)n)rcﬂng ov Bvork ”9th

Genitive ov lovou 0CoMC oPYNG ov YoV YELPOC, oc HdWTOC

possession of a word of a beginning of work of a hand of light

Dative o X .1 opyn ® P XEPL 1 0Tt

in, with, to, by v to a word to a beginning to work to a hand to light

4

Accusative AoyoV opynv £PYOV E1POL [0}
object ov erd oV o nv begi)rgn]ing ov F\:vwclxk ar?d ql)igh%

Nominative X apyot epyo. e1pe 0L
subject Ol onds al beg[i)n%ings a W%YKS Xhar?dsg a dl)ights

Genitive LOY@V ®V PV OV YWV XEWPWV WV OWTOV

possession of words of beginnings of works of hands of lights

to beginnings to works to hands to lights

Dative A0YO1C oLC opYOIG £PYOLC xepowv | oo dwolv

in, with, to, by to words

Accusative Aoyov PO epyo. YELPOLC oo
object (lg beginnings o works hands o lights

By listing the article and the genitive form, the lexicon makes it possible to know every
noun in every form.



