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Véxoa Nos Sabemos: A powerful exhibition of
Brazilian Indigenous art at Tufts University Art
Galleries

The exhibition puts Indigenous communities and perspectives in dialogue with one another.

Ellora Onion-De / The Tufts Daily
An artwork featured in Véxoa Nos Sabemos at the Tufts University Art Galleries is pictured.
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Upon entering the Tufts University Art Galleries’ exhibition of Véxoa: No0s Sabemos, you are greeted by
a vibrant variety of colors, mediums and sounds. Véxoa, originally showcased in the Pinacoteca de Sao

Paulo in Brazil, found its new home at Tufts this September.

The exhibit, curated by Naine Terena, features the work of 22 contemporary Brazilian Indigenous artists
from a wide range of regions and peoples. Terena herself is a member of the Terena people of Brazil,

making Véxoa the first art exhibit in Brazil to be curated by an Indigenous person.



Claudia Avolese, a senior lecturer in the visual and material studies department at the SMFA, has led

the project through its transition from Sao Paulo to Medford as TUAG’s guest organizer of Véxoa.

“I'moved to the U.S. in 2019. When I was still in Brazil, as a professor at the University of Campinas in
Sao Paulo, I was following the whole process of putting together the concept of the exhibition, the
invitation to [Terena],” Avolese said. “So when I moved and was hired at Tufts, this was in my mind

because Boston ... is the place with the largest Brazilian community outside of Brazil.”

Avolese worked closely with Terena to bring Véxoa to a new space while preserving its main principles

and artworks.

Véxoa means “we know” in the Terena language. Avolese said that the title conveys that the Indigenous

artists of this exhibit are speaking for themselves.

“They know what they need. They know what they want, and it is about opening a space for their voice,”

Avolese said.

Véxoa showcases many different styles of art, ranging from Buriti fiber masks and hanging textiles to
massive, vibrant paintings and documentary-style film. This is in part supported by the diversity of the

artists, who hail from completely different peoples and regions of Brazil.

“To [Terenal, this is a space to put different cultures from these different Indigenous perspectives in

dialogue,” Avolese said.

For Avolese, a hanging installation by Kya Agari particularly stands out.
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“The textile, the way it hangs and when you start to walk through them, they kind of move and become
alive,” she said. “So if you’re looking at it far away, it seems like abstract drawings, and when you start
to relate to it, this idea of the corporeality of the work and the performativity of the work becomes more

and more present to you.”

Agari made this textile piece specifically for the TUAG installment of Véxoa. The untitled work

originally appeared painted on the walls of the Sao Paolo exhibition.

“When we asked [Agari] if we could reproduce the work, she said she actually wanted to change it and

do a different work,” Avolese explained.

Some Tufts students may have viewed Véxoa independently on a self-led walk, but some have

experienced a course-specific tour led by Elizabeth Canter, manager of academic programs for TUAG.

“Studio art classes might be really interested in the process and materials that are being used in the
exhibition, whereas [an] anthropology of the environment class was maybe thinking more about how
these Indigenous artists are simultaneously artists and activists really engaged in the fight for their

Indigenous rights and their Indigenous land,” Canter said.
Canter added that students see and connect to the various pieces of art in different ways.

“I’'m always sort of amazed at what students see in different pieces and in the work and the connections
that they make and how that makes me see things differently,” Canter said, “And I hope that works for

them too.”
Tufts students are not only viewers of Véxoa but are also involved behind the scenes.

Muri Mascarenhas, a junior double-majoring in education and child study and human development

with a visual arts minor, is part of the TUAG Student Programming Committee.

“I lived all my life in Brazil before coming to college,” they said. “Coming here to Tufts was my first time

abroad, and my goodness how I miss Brazil.”

In September, the Tufts Portuguese department hosted an event with Véxoa in which Mascarenhas
introduced the panelists to students. The panel included Avolese as well as two of the artists whose

work is featured in Véxoa: Denilson Baniwa and Daiara Tukano.
Mascarenhas also created a booklet that interacts with the exhibition and a musical listening guide.

“I curated a playlist of 40 songs from Brazilian Indigenous artists, and it’s there at the exhibition to
listen [to] and available online. It’s good jams for all tastes from heavy metal, Indigenous [artists] from

Brazil, ... to pop, reggaeton, to everything,” they said.

Mascarenhas emphasized how special the exhibition is to them and how much work their colleagues

put into presenting Véxoa at TUAG.

However, they also expressed disappointment in its reception from the community so far.



“I can tell you it’s been a little frustrating. The outreach to the local Brazilian community has been very
weak. This was such a special opportunity, and I don’t think the local population of Brazilians came to

the exhibition, or the local schools with Brazilian kids,” Mascarenhas said.

They also added that it seems as though many local Brazilians have not heard of Véxoa or the fact that

it is free and open to the public.

Much of the Boston Brazilian population has historically voted for right-wing Brazilian candidates,
including former President Jair Bolsonaro—though he was predicted to be less popular in the 2022
election than in 2018.

These politics, Mascarenhas contends, tend to go hand in hand with apathy toward expanded
Indigenous rights. Mascarenhas expressed that they wished more local Brazilians had come to the

exhibition to challenge their perceptions and open their perspectives of Indigenous life.

Avolese spoke wearily of the misconception that if Indigenous peoples are not isolated, then they lose

their identity.

“IThese cultures are] not trapped in the past. They’re dynamic and they’re being transformed, and that
doesn’t make them less Indigenous. ... Most Indigenous populations in Brazil, they’re living at what you
could call sort of the border between two cultures. ... The majority of Indigenous people are living in

urban centers,” Avolese said.

Véxoa’s run at TUAG continues until Dec. 10, 2023, when a final event will mark the exhibition’s closing.

The event will involve a tour led by Avolese and a talk in both English and Portuguese.
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How Somerville’s ‘rat czar’

LOCAL

the city’s rodent problem

Samantha Eng.
Saft Writar

Originally published Nov 5.

Somerville has a rat problem.

“| mostly see them in parks
and around my house, especial.
Iy at night,” Blizabeth Lohr, who
lives near Davis Square, said
“Yau can hear them scutrying
arpund and sometimes darting
into the path.”

“Cats help keep ihe rais at
bay.” shie said. “But L do always
kick the trash can before
opendng il”

Bais are a normal part of
life in any urban setting. But
according 1o Somerville's
awn “ral exir” the namber
of sightings in the clty his
risen  significantly over the
past docade. Dfficlally known
ae an Environmental Health
Coardinatar, Colia Zelgler helps
risit ihe cliy's Rodent Control
Program. He's responsible for
tackling the rat problem From
every angle, [romm oxteriming
tinn o educatian,

It's a big job. Zeigler told the
Daily that the recent uptick
in rat sightings is partially an
after-efect of the pandemic,
When restaurants and business
es shut down and people were
mosily stnying home, wasie was
diveried from reinforced, com
mercinl dumpsters o private,
flimsicr garbage cans, The rats
learned o seek out residential
areas, where they had easier
access ta foad scraps.

“lin @ city that's as dense as
Somerville,” Zeigler said, “that
was fust a perfect recipe for
the rats”

To combat this shifi, he
rodeit contral program offers
free inspections to communiny
members. Tenants and proper
iy owikere with three units or
Fewer can also call 3011 1o sign
up for thiree weeks of fros abate.
mend services from the oy,

“Last yoar, about B0 kadivid
il resldents wied that abate
ment service,” Zeigler snbd. This
yoad, he's almlng for 1AM

What  dogs  “abatement’
mean, macilyl Somerville has

Theusraday, Movumbar .'.m._a'uz.i
is fighting

gotlen creative, using carbon
dioxide poisoning, dry ice
and SMAET Boves. The boxes
which trap and eleciro
cule rais wene most effec
tive in dumpster-dense areas
where rats tend fo congregaie
for food, water and shelter
The city alse issues tickets for
rodent control violations like
improper trash disposal and
avergrown landscaping.

O the day-to-day basis
there are iesues associabed
with property management,
aid a kot ire nof-oWRET0CCU
pied properies.” Zeigler said
“Tenints also are having tros
ble mativating of justifying the
consistent  landecaping, the
replacement of irash barrels or
rodlent conirol measures of any
sort, Larger propery manage
ifent compinies hive tratible
kecplig a © eye an thelr
properties as well as doing
the types ol work requlred o
reduce rodent aciivity thraugh
kil e arei.”

see RATS, page 3
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Students stage walkout,
sit-in for Palestine

Juilia Carpi, Canoline Vandis
and Henry Chandoanet
Associate Editors

and Managing Editor

Crriginally published Nov, 1.

AR least 260 students staged
a walkout and 10-hour sit-in a
the Mayer Campus Center in
support of Palestine on Nav. 4.
The protest was organized by
the newly formed Coalition for
Palestinian Liberation,

“Hundreds  of  students
walked out of their classes,
many skipped their classes, their
elulss |amal) their shligntions for
the whale day i shiow Tults thai
they wtand against the ongoing
penocide in Palestine and 1o
demand that Tulie divest from
lsraehi apartheid,” a representa
e For Tufis Studeits For Justice
in Palestine sabd. "It shosws that
there are mare and more
diinta |olning the cause, we have
mamentum and we ares’t golog
i wlow e aiyiiime soon.”

The proteil began it 2 pimn,
when ssudents rallied st e

Campus Center's lower patio,
chaniting “Free free Palestine”
and “From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free” After o
collection of student speech
es, profesters marched around
Prodessors Row before entering
the building.

“|The Campus Center] is
central hub for sbudent lfe”
another representative for 8P
said, “Sinoe ane of our goals was
i specifically address the stu
dent body, we chose that space.”

During the sit-in, students
filled the main bevel lobby, The
Snk café and both stairwells,
leaving pathways for move
meiit throughout the building
Organizers sald the protesiers
staved from 2 g, el mid
might, when the bullding closed,
maintaining a crowd thiroughou
hie 10 hiviirs,

“The unlversity wiis moailor
big e altuation thaughout o
miake sure thil aivy exigeil v
latinne wore asldressed fnvmed|
ately,” Patrick Colllns, execitive

s BTN, page 3

Gcn 7 Congressman Maxwell Frost talks civic engagement

l'ul|IrI|J|||-||ﬂ W llar

Originaly publshed Nav. 8,

Thi st Gin 2 memibier of
Gengress, Florida Bep. Maxwell
Fraat, wiaied the  Jonaihan
M, Tiseh College aof Civic Life
during & Selomant Spenker
Sirked convarsation on e, A0
The canvers v mederal
ed by Tufta ACTION President
Aligon Cedarbaum, caversd
tapies including gun legisla
vinn. the faturs of Congress and
waReE reglstiation,

A surviver af gun \lllll.rlll‘l‘
himseld, Prost found his call 1o
actian for gun contral while
attendling a wigl for the 2102
Sandy Hook sehool shaoting,
Aince the age of 15, he has led
programs and campaigns At
argunizations including the
American Civil Liberties Union
anil March Por Our Lives, before
runring for Congress in 20022,

Frost gave advice on e he
helieves student organizers and
acihvists can make their voices
heard and dssaes clear,

“The sup thing we can do right
miw b woark with sich sl 1
bl palivical powor,” Prost sakd,
“Wien an isise comes up and
ol lave huanidmds, I nat thoa
wands, of poople wiitlng into your
wfiee ar ealling ar pratesting ...
[emwite] it ane of pressme”

Henwewar, he noted hat pee
paring Infmssruenare o sction is
iilsn ki 1o suecsiaful argankeing.

e young peaple, wo nosd @
T on g o peliiical home
el thien warking in that policieal
Pt yosas-rousid,” Frost said. “The
e essanenl af aur siengih 6
DT ) whe e beenn
s shoating and everyboly cams
el th news is lking aboun (L 1
wiher po one cares. s whin i'snot
i the news.”

Hee aclded that each part of o
polisical movensens — be i velng
oF pratesting — ks equally imparn
anl, and thit advocacy looks dif
Feweni for overyone.

Wi meed all of it All of i We
can't afford 1o theow any part of
vur mevement ow,” Fros sasd,
“le apen ta different forms of
udvoracy and lei people really do
wihat minkees them unique,”

Froal smphasieed the bpor
taner ol long-term planning,
sk s progeatiing after e mir
alur of Gearge Floyd in 2020 as an
wnnmple,

Wi went aul and we star
il protesting, and then o few
ek (nln GuF pratesling, we
atiried 1o ask, “whats next”
Fross sadd, ““What are we gaing
alter this? Those conver.
antbans and what came after
that ase pawerful.”

Froat also pointed ot the nied
i strategien in prder 1o make e
st of & political mevement

“Piguring pue how 1o wilise
this mevement and show our
pedivical power a1 the ballot b
bt also ar affices and labbying
aeetings, and alsa planning marne
events and gertng mars peopls 1o
e involved in what we're doing”
Frost sakd, “Using every part of
il is meally imporand, .. We've
gk v use all afin”

Audience members  then
jurned the conversation o the
furure of Congress, with Frost
commenting on the bady's
makeup and decksion.making
ahilinies.

SOt the sl probiilly 10
e, we'll e 1o il ety weat
thal we've wen in & whili in thess
oloctions” Frost sald. “Because
g of Corggoss b very ol theo
caimn a shor perioil af ms when
many of those people will not bo
I e seats avymore. .. Necakiss
of that, there will be a bol mom
open mats, and s will be mom
o pamusity for yeurg people "

Despile being the younges
member of the LS, Congres,
Froal dlaborsted on e impoe
tance of accurale genertionsl
FepEReTLala.

"l dont think that all of
Congress shauld be all Gen 27
Froat sald, “l's & represenstive
Body that needs (o represend the
COUIE ... My me jusl melined
froars 37 years a3 & public schoal
educatar, ., | would love some
one like my mom o e present
mi, s mol just absut old versus
young. but its about mew people
thia coukl be helphd”

Later, Fros! shared his insights
o vOLer reglsimtion processes

“This effor 1o instinional
lzee the process, that is what I'm
Focusad on,” he said.

Mo pekivwledged that while
effarts Wko taldiing b
linchtime  and
mporiant, there also exisis plen
ty ol “low-hanging Mnale, whire
e i wark with our inatutions
o enpre ' part of the process
i FEgliber 10 wele, and iU nol an
extrscurricidan’

Adan example of s i
tutionalization, Frost i currenl
ly working to mnke vater mgls
watkan requirsd to enrall o the
range County achand disirict
Acconding io Frost, most colleges
clis il ENenTpoTate WOET regiins
el (b thiels poglstratian

“Thai's really the big key here,
We need 1o moke sure |regiins
tian) i pam of the process,” he
sl Wistsmsatic valer reglstration
shoiill just be pare of life.*

Toy boust palitical engagement,
Prosl believes the veing age
should be lowened i L5

*I believe thai young people
deserve a vales in legislstion” he
salil, *1 think s going w fun.
damentally change tmous for
young peaple. ... Lets get this
fvoting] habit into people whien
heey've youmg,”
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