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The	  Aspen	  Leadership	  Group	  is	  proud	  to	  partner	  with	  the	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  in	  the	  search	  for	  
an	  Executive	  Director.	  	  
	  
The	  Executive	  Director	  will	  oversee,	  manage,	  and	  expand	  the	  Chamberfest’s	  impact	  in	  mid-‐coast	  
Maine	  and	  on	  the	  larger	  world	  of	  chamber	  music.	  The	  Chamberfest	  is	  a	  two-‐week	  chamber	  music	  
festival	  that	  takes	  place	  each	  August	  on	  the	  magnificent	  coast	  of	  Maine.	  The	  annual	  budget	  is	  
approximately	  $200,000.	  The	  Chamberfest	  has	  $350,000	  in	  invested	  assets	  and	  no	  accumulated	  
debt.	  The	  position’s	  hours	  are	  negotiable	  and	  will	  be	  matched	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  organization	  
and	  based	  upon	  the	  selected	  candidate’s	  and	  the	  board’s	  agreement	  on	  a	  mutually-‐preferred	  mix	  
of	  full-‐time,	  part-‐time,	  summer,	  and	  consultant	  staffing.	  
	  
The	  mission	  of	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  is	  to	  enrich	  the	  cultural	  life	  of	  mid-‐coast	  Maine	  by	  producing	  
musical	  concerts	  of	  the	  highest	  artistic	  level.	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  advances	  the	  vitality	  of	  
chamber	  music	  by	  featuring	  standard	  chamber	  music	  literature,	  as	  well	  as	  new	  and	  existing	  works	  
of	  living	  composers	  performed	  by	  today’s	  finest	  musicians.	  
	  
Founded	  in	  1995	  by	  cellist	  Wilhelmina	  Smith,	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  has	  remained	  true	  to	  its	  
fundamental	  principles	  and	  earned	  a	  reputation	  for	  making	  artistic	  statements	  of	  the	  first	  class.	  
Smith	  believes	  that	  musical	  programs	  can	  be	  crafted	  in	  such	  a	  way	  that	  they	  highlight	  larger	  ideas,	  
be	  they	  musical,	  historical,	  political,	  or	  generally	  human.	  Cutting	  across	  a	  large	  swath	  of	  musical	  
styles,	  the	  programs	  at	  Chamberfest	  embrace	  music	  from	  the	  Renaissance	  to	  the	  present	  day	  and	  
regularly	  feature	  the	  music	  of	  living	  composers.	  Rather	  than	  bringing	  an	  audience	  a	  sequence	  of	  
unrelated	  performances,	  this	  kind	  of	  program	  creates	  an	  experience	  that	  can	  be	  thought-‐
provoking	  and	  profoundly	  moving	  long	  after	  leaving	  the	  concert	  hall.	  	  
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REPORTING	  RELATIONSHIPS	  	  

	  
The	  Executive	  Director	  reports	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  and	  works	  in	  close	  collaboration	  with	  the	  
Artistic	  Director.	  The	  Executive	  Director	  supervises	  part-‐time	  and/or	  summer-‐only	  staff	  as	  well	  as	  
consultants.	  

	  
	  

PRIMARY	  RESPONSIBILITIES	  
	  
The	  successful	  candidate	  will	  
• work	  closely	  with	  the	  Artistic	  Director,	  implementing	  the	  artistic	  vision	  for	  the	  festival,	  and	  

ensuring	  successful	  performances	  and	  educational	  programs;	  
• support	  the	  Board	  including	  its	  committees,	  with	  a	  special	  focus	  on	  board	  

development/nominating,	  strategic	  planning/long-‐term	  vision,	  and	  fundraising;	  
• develop	  and	  manage	  budgets,	  carefully	  managing	  the	  financial	  assets	  of	  the	  festival;	  
• oversee	  marketing	  efforts,	  including	  publications	  and	  advertising	  contracts;	  
• supervise	  the	  work	  of	  staff	  members,	  interns,	  and	  consultants;	  
• engage	  with	  local	  community	  and	  business	  leaders	  to	  raise	  the	  profile	  of	  the	  festival,	  develop	  

the	  audience,	  and	  increase	  fundraising;	  and	  
• provide	  other	  support	  to	  the	  Artistic	  Director,	  board	  members,	  and	  staff	  as	  required.	  

	  
	  

ABOUT	  THE	  SALT	  BAY	  CHAMBERFEST	  
	  
	   Now	  in	  its	  21st	  season,	  the	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  has	  many	  accomplishments	  to	  celebrate	  including	  

• receiving	  national	  recognition	  including	  Chamber	  Music	  America/ASCAP’s	  2014	  Adventurous	  
Program	  Award,	  multiple	  grants	  from	  the	  Copland	  Fund,	  and	  the	  “Meet	  the	  Composer”	  
program	  of	  New	  Music	  USA;	  

• presenting	  87	  concerts	  over	  its	  20	  years	  of	  continuous	  service	  to	  the	  mid-‐coast	  Maine	  
community;	  

• consistently	  attracting	  the	  highest	  caliber	  musicians,	  including	  those	  from	  among	  the	  world’s	  
most	  recognized	  ensembles	  such	  as	  the	  Guarneri,	  Juilliard,	  Johannes,	  Brentano	  and	  
Borromeo	  String	  Quartets,	  the	  New	  York	  Philharmonic,	  Cleveland	  Orchestra,	  L.A.	  
Philharmonic,	  Minnesota	  Orchestra,	  Toronto	  Symphony	  Orchestra,	  and	  The	  Philadelphia	  
Orchestra;	  

• becoming	  known	  for	  its	  enduring	  commitment	  to	  living	  composers	  including	  commissioning	  
12	  World	  and	  U.S.	  premieres	  and	  presenting	  works	  by	  54	  living	  composers;	  

• expanding	  its	  audience	  base	  and	  regularly	  filling	  Darrows	  Barn	  at	  Round	  Top	  Farm	  in	  
Damariscotta;	  and	  

• receiving	  regular	  critical	  acclaim	  and	  publicity	  in	  the	  New	  York	  Times	  and	  Portland	  Press	  
Herald	  as	  well	  as	  local	  media	  outlets,	  including	  regular	  concert	  broadcasts	  on	  Maine	  Public	  
Broadcasting	  Network	  (MPBN).	  
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	   Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  serves	  as	  a	  jewel	  in	  the	  cultural	  life	  of	  mid-‐coast	  Maine	  and	  recognizes	  it	  is	  
part	  of	  a	  larger	  community	  that	  values	  the	  arts	  and	  strives	  to	  make	  these	  experiences	  more	  
accessible	  for	  all.	  	  

	  
	   Each	  summer	  during	  the	  festival,	  the	  Chamberfest	  offers	  a	  Music	  &	  Nature	  Camp	  in	  partnership	  
with	  the	  Damariscotta	  River	  Association	  (DRA).	  Children	  spend	  two	  weeks	  exploring	  nature	  and	  
learning	  about	  composition	  with	  a	  curriculum	  modeled	  after	  the	  New	  York	  Philharmonic’s	  Very	  
Young	  Composer’s	  program	  and	  the	  DRA’s	  Camp	  Mummichog.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  program,	  each	  
student	  has	  created	  an	  original	  composition	  that	  is	  premiered	  at	  the	  Salt	  Bay	  Camberfest’s	  Family	  
Concert	  at	  the	  Lincoln	  Theater,	  performed	  by	  Chamberfest	  musicians.	  	  

	  
	   Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  also	  offers	  free	  masterclasses	  and	  open	  rehearsals	  for	  aspiring	  young	  
musicians.	  The	  Chamberfest	  creates	  opportunities	  for	  underserved	  audiences	  to	  experience	  live	  
concerts	  through	  its	  Community	  Partnership	  program	  and	  Family	  Concert.	  To	  engage	  audiences	  
more	  deeply,	  SBC	  offers	  pre-‐concert	  talks	  that	  prepare	  the	  listeners	  for	  what	  they	  are	  about	  to	  
hear.	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  is	  also	  proud	  that	  it	  boosts	  the	  local	  economy	  by	  $90,000	  annually.	  

	  
	  

KEY	  COLLEAGUES	  
	   	  
Wilhelmina	  Smith	   	  
Founder	  	  
and	  Artistic	  Director	  
	   	  
Cellist	  Wilhelmina	  Smith	  made	  her	  solo	  debut	  with	  the	  Philadelphia	  
Orchestra	  while	  a	  student	  at	  the	  Curtis	  Institute	  of	  Music.	  She	  has	  since	  
forged	  a	  versatile	  musical	  career	  based	  on	  the	  strength	  of	  her	  beautiful	  

sound,	  commitment	  to	  a	  vast	  repertoire	  and	  impassioned	  performances.	  	  
	  
	   This	  past	  fall,	  she	  was	  soloist	  in	  Esa-‐Pekka	  Salonen's	  cello	  concerto	  "Mania"	  with	  the	  
SinfoniettaNYC,	  with	  the	  composer	  present.	  She	  has	  been	  soloist	  with	  numerous	  orchestras	  
including	  the	  Millenium	  Orchestra	  of	  Guatemala	  and	  the	  Ural	  Philharmonic	  in	  Russia	  and	  has	  
performed	  recitals	  across	  the	  US	  and	  Japan.	  As	  a	  chamber	  musician	  she	  has	  performed	  with	  
musicians	  such	  as	  Paul	  Tortelier,	  Yo-‐Yo	  Ma,	  Joshua	  Bell,	  Pamela	  Frank,	  Dawn	  Upshaw,	  Benita	  
Valente,	  and	  members	  of	  the	  Guarneri,	  Juilliard,	  Brentano,	  Miami,	  Borromeo	  and	  Galimir	  String	  
Quartets	  in	  major	  venues	  across	  the	  US	  and	  Europe.	  In	  1997	  she	  was	  a	  prizewinner	  in	  the	  Leonard	  
Rose	  International	  Cello	  Competition.	  She	  has	  been	  a	  guest	  artist	  with	  the	  Chamber	  Music	  Society	  
of	  Lincoln	  Center	  and	  the	  Boston	  Chamber	  Music	  Society,	  and	  is	  currently	  cellist	  with	  the	  Mannes	  
Trio,	  Music	  from	  Copland	  House,	  and	  Artistic	  Director	  of	  Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest,	  on	  the	  coast	  of	  
Maine,	  and	  Pensacola,	  Florida’s	  Classicfest.	  In	  2005	  she	  formed	  the	  Variation	  String	  Trio	  with	  
violinist	  Jennifer	  Koh	  and	  violist	  Hsin-‐Yun	  Huang.	  Her	  cd	  of	  sonatas	  by	  Britten	  and	  Schnittke	  with	  
pianist	  Thomas	  Sauer	  was	  released	  on	  the	  Arabesque	  label	  in	  December	  of	  2006.	  	  

	  
	   She	  currently	  lives	  in	  St.	  Paul,	  Minnesota	  with	  husband	  Mark	  Mandarano	  and	  her	  children,	  August	  
and	  Giovanna.	  



	   4	  

	  
CANDIDATE	  QUALIFICATIONS	  AND	  QUALITIES	  

	  
The	  ideal	  candidate	  for	  the	  position	  of	  Executive	  Director	  will	  have	  
• passion	  for	  the	  performing	  arts;	  	  
• a	  proven	  track	  record	  in	  fundraising,	  and	  a	  passion	  for	  fundraising	  for	  the	  arts;	  
• experience	  working	  with	  or	  serving	  on	  a	  nonprofit	  board	  of	  directors,	  preferably	  in	  the	  

performing	  arts;	  
• experience	  working	  with	  and	  supporting	  volunteers;	  
• an	  ability	  to	  oversee	  performing	  arts	  presentation;	  	  
• experience	  with	  concert	  production;	  
• an	  ability	  to	  oversee	  and	  implement	  financial	  and	  strategic	  planning;	  	  
• a	  proven	  track	  record	  in	  managing	  budgets;	  
• proven	  leadership	  skills;	  	  
• supervisory	  experience;	  
• excellent	  verbal	  and	  written	  communication	  skills;	  and	  
• strong	  and	  proven	  relationship-‐building	  skills	  and	  talents.	  
	  

	   A	  Bachelor’s	  degree	  is	  preferred,	  as	  is	  some	  familiarity	  with	  chamber	  music	  and/or	  chamber	  music	  
festivals.	  Familiarity	  with	  Maine,	  particularly	  mid-‐coast	  Maine	  is	  a	  plus.	  
	  

	  
COMPENSATION	  

	  
Salary	  is	  negotiable	  based	  on	  experience	  and	  on	  the	  Executive	  Director's	  desired	  division	  of	  
responsibilities	  between	  the	  Executive	  Director	  and	  other	  staff,	  interns,	  and	  consultants.	  

	  
	  

LOCATION	  
	  

Salt	  Bay	  Chamberfest	  is	  located	  in	  Damariscotta,	  Maine	  near	  the	  head	  of	  the	  Damariscotta	  River,	  
twelve	  miles	  from	  the	  ocean.	  Damariscotta	  is	  a	  key	  focal	  point	  for	  mid-‐coast	  Maine	  residents	  and	  
visitors.	  A	  thriving	  arts	  community,	  and	  diverse	  businesses	  provide	  residents	  and	  visitors	  with	  a	  
full	  range	  of	  advantages	  and	  opportunities	  in	  a	  truly	  unique	  historic	  and	  natural	  setting.	  In	  
addition	  to	  its	  many	  beautiful	  houses	  and	  buildings	  of	  the	  Colonial	  period,	  of	  unique	  and	  great	  
interest	  are	  the	  oyster	  shell	  middens	  along	  the	  Damariscotta	  river,	  which	  record	  Indian	  gatherings	  
dating	  back	  more	  than	  2,500	  years.	  The	  town's	  three-‐season	  waterfront	  offers	  a	  convenient	  boat	  
landing	  and	  a	  large	  harbor	  ideal	  for	  all	  kinds	  of	  recreational	  boating.	  	  
	  
Residents	  have	  access	  to	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  cultural	  offerings,	  from	  the	  Portland	  Art	  Museum	  and	  
performances	  by	  various	  Portland	  organizations,	  to	  Bowdoin	  College	  and	  Colby	  College,	  to	  the	  
Farnsworth	  Museum	  in	  Rockland,	  among	  many	  others.	  	  
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APPLICATION	  DEADLINE	  

	  
Before	  sending	  your	  résumé	  for	  this	  position,	  please	  read	  it	  over	  for	  accuracy.	  Review	  of	  
applications	  will	  begin	  immediately	  and	  continue	  until	  the	  successful	  candidate	  has	  been	  selected.	  

	  
	   To	  nominate	  a	  candidate,	  please	  contact	  Ron	  Schiller:	  ronschiller@aspenleadershipgroup.com.	  

	  
	  

All	  inquiries	  will	  be	  held	  in	  confidence.	  
	  
	  

	  


