PROJECT OPTIONS

Pretend you have taken a voyage via a time machine, and you have landed in the Salinas Valley in the 1930’s, the setting for Of Mice and Men.  Draw a detailed description of the people, the buildings, and the events you see.  Also include a written description of your journey.  What happens to you while you are there?  Include dialogue between you and the other characters you meet.

From the repeated descriptions of the “dream ranch” in Of Mice and Men, draw and color your version of its set-up.  Include a key or label each part.  Somewhere on your sketch, include at least five complete and direct quotations from the novel that discuss the details in your drawing.  Also include the page numbers for all quotes used.  Use large, unlined paper for your final drawing.  (You might also construct a model of the “dream ranch” if you prefer.)  Be certain to make your project as detailed as possible to fully reflect all of the descriptions in the book.
Using a large sheet of poster board, create a “front page” of a newspaper, which could represent Of Mice and Men.  Your front page should contain:

News story-  Stress the who, what, where, when and why of one of the major happenings in the novel (the death of Curley’s Wife, the death of Lennie, etc…).
Feature article-  Imagine that you (as a student reporter) are interviewing John Steinbeck.  

Editorial-  Review the positive and negative aspects of the book.
Advertisement-  Sell the book.  Look at current ads in magazines and newspapers for ideas.

Comic strip-  The comics should contain information about the plot and/or characters.

Choose several key scenes from the book to memorize, rehearse, and perform for the class.  Wear costumes to fit the intended   characters, and include props to set the scenes.  Develop the emotions and voices appropriate to the characters being portrayed.  You may present these scenes live in front of the class or create a videotape. 
Create a five-frame cartoon strip or, if you are more motivated, a cartoon motion flipbook that captures what happens in the scene from the novel that is most memorable to you. 

Create a mobile or collage (at least 11 x 14) that captures one important aspect of the story—it can be about one character or one theme, etc. (When making a collage, the poster board should be filled) Write an explanation for each item you chose to include. Explain: why did you include it, what does it represent? 

Make a tape or CD of at least 10 songs that represent the themes/characters/events in the story. Make a cover for the CD and liner notes to briefly explain why you chose each song. 

Write/perform a song/rap characterizing an aspect of the story. (Make sure when you write it, it looks like a song written in stanzas with a chorus.) 

Take on the persona of two characters from the novel. These two characters will have chosen to keep in touch after the death of Lennie.  You must write 2 letters each (4 total) that are exchanges that pen pals might have.  
Create an online literary scrapbook. Using PowerPoint, gather images, backgrounds, text, video, clipart and sound that support a theme or big idea from the novel. Limit the amount of text you use, just like a personal scrapbook. Include a Works Cited slide at the end with citations of sources you used. The “scraps” you include must be justified – you’ll explain why they are important to the understanding of the theme or big idea you chose.

