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	Created by:
	Maria Paxson
	Event/Date:
	TeachFest/ October 23, 2014

	Text and Author
	“

Ahmed, the Boab’s Son: A Story  from Egypt by Andy Entwistle
	Where to Access Text
	Spider Magazine 

	Text Description

	This is a tale of a young boy, Ahmed, from Egypt, who is the son of “boab” or caretaker of a building.  The young boy’s father is ill and the he must complete jobs for his father. Ahmed faces many challenges to get the tasks done before the people go to work.  Through hard work, dedication and strong will, Ahmed accomplishes the task and learns the value of a job well done. The author provides a text box at the end of the article that gives the reader additional cultural information about the role of the boab in the Egyptian culture. 

	Quantitative

	Lexile and Grade Level
	770/ Grade 3
	Text Length
	

	Qualitative

	Meaning/Central Ideas
	Text Structure/Organization

	One theme of the text is that hard work and dedication pays off.  The theme is not explicitly stated to the reader can to be inferred using information and events from the text. Another theme is that it is important is to persevere regardless of the obstacles you face.  Throughout the entire text Ahmed faces challenges that could have knocked him down but he continues to find ways to complete the task at hand.  

Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly
	The text is written in a clear chronological order.  There is only one story line throughout the text. The text structure is problem/ solution. 
Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly

	Prior Knowledge Demands
	Language Features

	This text explores a topic that is foreign to many American students.  The main character, Ahmed, is working to help his father and has a loyalty and work ethic that is not typical in the American culture.  The experiences presented throughout the text are complex and distinctly different than those of the common reader. 
Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly
	The text includes many complex sentences.  The syntax of the text and dialogue creates more complexity. There is some use of figurative language within the text.  The text uses common Arabic phrases and greetings. The vocabulary within the text is not exceedingly complex.   
Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly

	Potential Reader/Task Challenges

	The understanding of the culturally differences throughout the text can pose a challenge for some readers.  Time will need to be spent exploring the differences in the cultures and the expectations for children in Egypt vs. USA. 

Students may have a difficult time understanding why a young child would be asked to complete or be responsible for such difficult tasks at such a young age.  

Students may not understand why people would be angry if their vehicles were not cleaned in time on each day.  Furthermore, students may struggle to understand why the mother feels fear if the jobs are not completed.  


	Big Takeaway

	Hard work and perseverance pay off.  The young boy is asked to take on adult responsibilities in his father’s absence.  Throughout the text, the boy faces many challenges that could have stood in his way of completing these tasks but he does not give up.  Each time, Ahmed finds solutions to his problems and continues to work hard until the tasks are complete.  Through his hard work ethic, he receives his first Egyptian pound and goes home with a feeling of great satisfaction as he dreams of what he could purchase with his money.  The payoff for his hard work is not only monetary but also emotional as he has not let down his family.  



Vocabulary Analysis Template

	
	Words that demand less teaching time (i.e. the definition is singular and concrete)
	Words that demand more teaching time (i.e. words with multiple meanings and/or that are part of a word family)

	Words that can be determined in context
	-chores (Tier 2)

-scurried (Tier 2)

-greeted (Tier 2)

-lugged (Tier 2)

-desert (Tier 2)

-Egyptian pound (Tier 3)

-errands (Tier 2)

-tenants (Tier 2)


	 -outskirts (Tier 2)

-boab (Tier 3)

-caretaker (Tier 2)

-proud (Tier 2)



	Words that cannot be determined in context
	-Cairo (Tier 3)

-Businessman (Tier 2) 

	-Sensing (Tier 2)
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