"God Mode" trick to remove Excel password - no software or Google needed

Author: Rishabh Pugalia

Almost ALL Excel users wish at some point or the other, that they had some magic to remove the "Protect Sheet"
password so that they can see the formula and make changes. * Please note that this is the worksheet password
and not the workbook password *
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The cell or chart you're trying to change is on a protected sheet.

——  To make changes, click Unprotect Sheet in the Review tab [you might need a passward).

They take the help of Google. They are redirected to 100s of sites who ask you to download some software.

1) Some of those software apps will display only first 2 or 3 characters of the password (trial version).

2) Some will install interesting pictures and set your default browser homepage to some malicious website. You get
the drift!

3) Some (paid versions) will display 129+ hrs. of computing time to crack the password in case the password is not
a simple dictionary word. (BTW dictionary word passwords can be easily cracked using a technique called
"Dictionary attack". Rest needs "Brute Force attack" technique)
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Result - Frustration

>>5>5>5>3>55>5>5>5>>3>5>>>5>>>>>>>>

NOW, let me start taking you through the process of the GOD MODE Excel trick.
5555555555555 55>55>5>>5>>>>>

Step 1: Enable display of file extension names - This will be required to change the file extension E.g. from

Budget.xlIsx to Budget.zip and back to Budget.xlsx. ["Control Panel" - "Folder Options" - "View" tab - Uncheck "Hide
Extension for known file type"]
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Step 2: Change the extension of you Excel file from .xlsx to .zip
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Step 3: Open the zipped file and extract the relevant XML file from the zipped file - follow the picture trail

" sheet2.xml
| sheet1xml

_rels

| workbook.xml

7| [Content_Types].xml

lstylesxml

Extract these XML files outside the folder. They represent the worksheets in the Excel

file. The codes inside them must be modified using simple “Notepad”. The modified
XML file should be put again in the zipped file to replace the old XML files.

Extract these XML files outside the folder. They represent the worksheets in the Excel file. The codes inside them
must be modified using simple “Notepad”. The modified XML file should be put again in the zipped file to replace

the old XML files.
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Step 4: Open the XML file in a Notepad and delete the following tags marked in double quotes below

v. 2007-10 - "sheetProtection password=... />"
v. 2013 - "sheetProtection algorithmName=.../>"

File Edit Format View Help
<?xml version="1.8" encoding="UTF-8" standalone| . . .
) Giorkshaat Delete this entire tag. This
| xmlns="http://schemas.openxmlformats.org/spread removes the password
xrplns :r="http://schemas.openxmlformats.org/offi protection.

hips" xmlns:mc="http://schemas.openxmlformats.o
| compatibility/20086" mc:Ignorable="x14ac"
xmlns:x14ac="http://schemas.microsoft.com/office/sy

|| "><dimension ref="A1"/><sheetViews><sheetView tab ed="1"
| zoomScale="145" zoomScaleNormal="145" workbookViq ="0"><selection
| activeCell="L5" sqref="L5"/></sheetView></sheetV#fus><sheetFormatPr

| defaultRowHeight="15"
x14ac:dyDescent="0.25"/><sheetData/> 4 j==agsa-laale]]
\j21gorithmName="SHA-512" hashValue="1dY9%wqgj58veNHoqQSCH5cc]

(SSixrISsvZ2hEl jwXtulyG+udcgpemv+/KiPsYD/HD5PNQrfakiRwz /+dq8fQ=="
IfsaltValue="c/vhsxP36j@R10F+jbduyA=" spinCount="100000" sheet="1"
| s e T El s e M bl< pageMarging left="0.7" right="0.7"
| top="0.75" bottom="0.75" header="0.3" footer="0.3"/></worksheet>

Step 5: Save the XML file and put it back in the zipped folder from where it was initially extracted. It will replace
the original XML files.

Step 6: Closed the zipped file and change the extension back to .xlIsx (reverse of Step 2 above)

Step 7 - Enjoy the GLORY my friend :) - The relevant sheets for which corresponding XML files were modified will
not ask for any password any more
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