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The Most Dangerous Game


Vocabulary Strategy

Denotation And Connotation

A word’s denotation is its basic dictionary meaning. Its connotations are the overtones of meaning the word has. For example, the words smart and wily can both mean “intelligent.” However, smart has mostly positive overtones, while wily has a negative connotation of being sly.

A. Directions:  For each pair of words, write the word with positive connotations in the second column of the chart and the word with negative connotations in the third column.

	Word Pair
	Positive Connotations
	Negative Connotations

	
1.
speedy/hasty
	
	

	
2.
unyielding/firm
	
	

	
3.
mild/bland
	
	

	
4.
smell/stench
	
	

	
5.
candid/sassy
	
	

	
6.
silly/amusing
	
	


B. Directions:  Use three words from the chart to write several sentences that would convince a prospective employer that you’re capable of doing the job.
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