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Who are the Armenians?

• Origins and history of Armenia

• New methods understanding ancient societies

• Testing historical claims to national statehood

• Reviewing such claims made that lead to conflict in the post-Ottoman 
world



Nations from pre-history to modernity

Ethnic groups – primordial/perennial
-,-Nations are self identifying historical groups many of which formed in 19th C

• Nomad raiders/overlords, settled agriculture pastoralists (Eurasian Steppes)

• Empires – central authority and administration multi-national, military,
provinces, colonies (Persian, Assyrian Roman)

• City States – kingdoms, republics, oligarchs, tyrannies (Greek City States)

• Kingdoms – single units under one dynasty extended beyond a single city e.g.
• Davidic Kingdoms in Israel, England from 925 AD



Nations cont’d

• Republics – Roman, Florentine – cities run by oligarchies or tyrants

• Commonwealths – English, Dutch, Polish and United States (1550 –
1800) – central parliament elected by local parliaments

• Modern nation states: tyrannies, military dictatorships, one party 
states, oligarchies, democracies



Perspectives past and future

• Recession • Succession

You

You



Inventing/rediscovering the nation from 
primordial/perennial origins
18th Century ideas about nationhood (Herder - German)

How far was nationhood perennial/primordial/invented/rediscovered? 

• A common descent – ethnic group(s)
• A common language or linguistic group
• A defined piece of land – geography – how defined and acquired?
• A common history – how constructed -  synthetic and invented?
• A common destiny? – synthetic and definitely invented!



Today: Modern Science to the aid of pre-
history: Colin Renfrew & Prehistory

• Geography/geology

• Archaeology

• Linguistics

• Genetic/DNA

• Material sciences

• Cultural studies

• Historical models



Geography/topography













Geography of Anatolia and Armenia

• Turkey
• Largest state in Europe outside Russia, 3X size of UK
• Mountainous (3% is flat around coastlands; 46% very mountainous; 80% is 

rough or mountainous)
• Flat parts are coastal: Istanbul, Western Aegean, Cilicia, 

• Armenia
• Mountainous (higher than Turkey) – Ararat (5137m), 
• 3 Rivers (headwaters for the R. Artaxes, Trigris and Euphrates)
• Landlocked – Caucasus to the North, Taurus to the West, Caspian to the East, 

Iraq/Iranian to the East



Names: Onomastics



Toponyms: Western Anatolia

• Ottoman: family business: a dynasty of overlords originating with a 
Osman – turkic name: no area is called “Ottomania” for instance!

• Anatolia – Greek – Land of the Rising Sun, called Asia Minor by the 
Romans

• Bosphorus – Greek – Ox-Ford (!) – cattle crossing
• Byzantium – He-Goat – Byzas (Greek King) founded colony from  

Megara
• Constantinople – Greek – City of Constantine, who was elected 

Emperor in York

• Western Anatolian Greeks – “Rum” by the muslim Ottomans post 
Byzantine empire



Toponyms: Armenia

• Armenia – Aram – Hebrew and Aramaic – Highlands – My father was an Aramean in the Haggadah 
– headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates

• Aramaeans – very early north semitic people in northern Syria
• Aramaic – semitic demotic language 
• Caucasus – Scythian -  “kroy-khasis” – “Ice Shining” or “white with snow” (reported by Pliny)
• Cilicia – goat hair, hard material used for boat sails and weapons (but Armenian 

expatriates)
• Euphrates – Armenian Yeprat, Persian Ufratu – meaning “fast moving”, or easy to cross, 

Hebrew “Prat” 
•  Ezerum - Arzan al-Rūm, or Arz al-Rūm (“Land of the Romans”) by the Ottomans – Arab/Turk 

– 10th Century
• “Hebrew” – Hebrew for a “crosser of rivers”

• Tigris – arrow fast running water – Persian Tigra, Armenian Dglat, Hebrew Hiddekel

• Van - kingdom of Urartu – Ancient Armenia – 9th Century BCE – meaning “Place”



Star of Armenia



Historic footprint









Ethno-genesis: settlers and 
invaders







Kurgan Cultures pre- 4000













Biblical versions of Armenian origins

• Descendants of Japheth, son of Noah

• My father was an Aramite (highlands of Syria)

• Noah’s family spread from Ararat to Babylonia

• Moses of Khoren first historian of Armenia th 5th Century AD (dsc. 
Noah)



Greek theories of Armenian Origins: 
historians
• Armenus, son of Jason (Greek) – Greek legend

• From Thrace to Phrygia to Armenia (Herodotus) – 5th Century BCE

• From Phrygia (west) and from Zagros Mts (south) – Strabo – end 1st 
century CE

• Xenophon – 401 BC – Armenians had absorbed local inhabitants



Linguistic theories

• Western historians point to incoming from Thrace and Phrygia for 
sources of proto-Armenian

• Or were Original inhabitants of Armenia Caucasians native to the area 
and absorbed outside influences or invaders?

• Later mixed with Indo European Languages

• Armenian is a unique branch of the IE language tree (est 1875 by E 
Hubschmann) 

• Hurrian suffixes, absence of gender

• Images on 6th C BCE Persian monuments depict Armenians as similar 
to other Caucasus peoples



DNA studies









History



Major dates for Armenia – pre 1500

• Urartu Kingdom 870 – 575 BCE

• Seleucid Empire 323- 100 BCE

• Tigranic Empire 100 BCE to 0 CE - independent

• Trade routes from Mediterranean to the Far East (Silk Road)

• Conversion to Christianity 401 CE

• Expatriate Kingdom of Cilicia to 1275 - 1400 CE independent

• Turkic and Mongol hordes & overlords culminating in Ottoman 
overlords 1300 - 1453





Kingdom of Urartu (Van) (870-585 BCE)

• First kingdom in Armenian Highland

• Hurrian led federation formed in the Armenian Plateau, multilingual and 
ethnically diverse 

• Hurrian overlords over a diverse population: The Hurrians originally came from the Armenian 
mountains and spread into southeast Anatolia and northern Mesopotamia around the beginning of the 2nd millennium 
BCE.

• Onomastics: Hurrians and Luwians, Iranian, Armenian, Thracian, Iranian names

• Conflict between Urartu and Assyria for three centuries – stopping Assyrian 
advances into Asia Minor, Caucasus and northern Persia

• Availability of iron and copper for weapons and trade highly developed

• First king was “Aramu” (900 – 850 BCE)

• Capital at Van built (845-825 BCE)

• Persia overthrew Assyria and invaded Uratu…..



Persian and Greek Empires (585 – 189 BCE)

• Assyrian Empire taken over 610 BCE during which Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem 
in 585 BCE.

• Medes conquered Urartu/Armeni as well as Persia, Parthia, administered by the 
Yeravanduni Satraps

• Persians (Cyrus the Great) take over Median Empire 553 BCE conquers from India to 
Aegean including Armenia (Notice how the footprint of the Persian empire is very nearly 
the same as the Ottoman Empire except Persia itself. Cyrus the Great allow Jews to 
return to Jerusalem and the Temple is rebuilt

• Armenia was ruled as provinces of the Persian and then the Greek (Hellenistic) Empires 
until the establishing of the first independent Armenian Kingdom

• Armenia pays tribute in horses and silver.
• Yeravanduni Satraps as governors for the Persians, then as independent governors for 

the Hellenistic Greeks, Urartan family 
• Royal Road from Susa to Sardis in W. Asia Minor passes through southern Armenia
• Armenians in Persian Army invading Greece and defending against Alexander the Great



First Armenian Kingdom

• Armenia is for the first time in recorded history included  “Armina” in 
the Behistun carving in 520 BCE to commemorate Darius the Great’s 
achievements.

• Parts of Armenia are mentioned in various lists of Persian satrapies



Anabasis by Xenophon 401 BCE

• Persian Expedition of 10,000 Greeks to support Cyrus III pretender to the throne in 401 BCE

• Death of the pretender left the Greeks stranded so they made for the Black Sea through Armenia.

• Armenia ruled by an in law of the Kind Artaxerxes I

• Armenians in the plateau  and non-Armenian populations in the Highlands such as the 
Kharduchoi and Kaldoioi (kurds) , later being survivors of the Urartoi

• Lowland Armenians lived in houses and spoke Armenian, raised agriculture especially horses 
1000s sent as tribute to King

• Plenty of food 

• Aramaic main language of administration

• Xenophon used a persian interpreter speaking to the Armenians peasants

• Many Persian words in Armenian still

• Armenians adopted Persian social structure and religion

• By mid forth century Armenia was an independent province  



Alexander the Great (336 – 323 BCE)

• Destroyed the Persian Empire 333 at Issus and 331 Gaugamela

• Large Armenian Contingent in Persian Army reported by Roman 
historians

• Armenia emerges as a Greek speaking and Hellenistically cultural 
state during the Seleucid, as Greek influence infused all of the known 
world to India.

• Excluding Iran, Ottomans later occupied almost the same footprint as 
the Hellenistic Empire

• But Armenia now paid no tribute to Alexander as he never passed 
through Armenia and no military presence stayed there 



Seleucid Empire 312 – 64 BCE

• Under the Yervandunis, Armenia enjoyed independence for the first time.

• Reused tribute to the Seleucids

• Yervanduns controlled most of Armenia, excluding the Hellenistic western regions

• End of Yervandunis rule under Antiochus III (223-187 BCE) who tried to make 
Armenia a vassal state (as with the Maccabees in 168 BCW)

• Artaxias (an Armenian nobleman claimed kinship with Persians and Yeravundi) 
established first kingdom around 190 BCE recognised by Rome and Persia. First 
survey of Armenia marked by boundary stones found at Lake Sevan.

• Established new capital at Artashat (Artaxata) on the left bank of the Arax river 
near present day Khor Virap

• Greek replaced Aramaic as the administrative language of Armenia

• Establishment of cities such as Yervandashat, Yervandakert and Arshamashat led 
to Greater Armenia being established , Note Cities are established by Greeks



Ataxes new dynasty 189 BCE

• New dynasty recognised by Rome and Persia as an independent state

• Artaxes build a new capital city at Artashat/Artaxata on the left bank 
of the Arax River near Khor Virap, Armenian Capital for four hundred 
years, a Hellenistic city





Tigran the Great (“King of Kings”) (95-55 BCE)

• This brief empire constituted the largest Armenian empire in history from 90 BCE to 100 BCE

• Enabled by wars between Roman and Persia which created a power vacuum which Pontus and 
Armenia wanted to create a third power

• Covered Cappodocia, Mesopotamia, northern Syria, Cilicia and Phoenica – i.e. the Seleucid 
Empire west of the Euphrates. Hellenistic culture throughout not just on fringes.

• Upper classes came from Greek and Greek/Persian were language of administration, lower 
classes were Armenian. Court protocol was Persian and nobles service

• Antioch capital in the Levant and a new capital at Tigranakert (Diarbekert) in Armenia with walls 
so large that warehouses and stables were built within them, theatre and hunting grounds. 
Plutarch mentions the great wealth of Armenia.

• There were mints in Tigranakert, Artashat, Damascus and Antioch, a standing army and no 
mercenaries

• He forcibly populated Tigranakert, a great city,  and other Armenian cities with Jews, Greeks and 
Arabs 

• Armenian independence ended by invasion by Vespasian in 100 AD



Armenia under Roman rule

• Jews revolted and were dispersed
• Armenians split between Rome and Parthia
• 64 CE, Rome accepted Rhandeia compromise that the rulers would come from Arsacid House of 

Persia but controlled by Rome
• Nobles Court Culture Arsacid/Parthian, language Parthian, script is derivate from Aramaic, 

contains 2000 Persian words.
• Nobility owned the land called nakharars who could call on 10,000 cavalry and controlled the 

provinces
• Trdat was crowned king by Nero in Rome in AD66 , rebuilt Artashat renamed Neronia temporarily 

in his honour. Greater Armenia and Sophene were united to form the Amenian Arsacid Kingsdom.

•  Lesser Armenia remained a Roman vassal ruled by a member of the house of Herod.
• 116 BCE, Trajan invades Armenia and annexed it as a Roman province. Hadrian withdrew to the 

Euphrates three years later
• During the 3rd century crisis of Roman Empire, Armenia remained stron g and independent.



Christian Armenia

• Armenia first country to officially convert to Christianity in 301.

• Renunciation of the Parthian/persian heritage and adopted Hellenistic 
religion

• Christianity spread from Palestine, Syria to Armenia

• Impact of Zoroastrianism in Persia pushes Armenia towards Christianity

• Edict of Milan in 313 tolerates Christianity

• Council of Nicea 325 makes Christianity the main religion

• Theodosius adopts Christianity as the sole state religion of RE

• Hellenistic religion destroyed created Armenian state

• Church becomes the strongest “national” institution in Armenian history



Armenian Language

• Prior to 5th century, Greek used for artistic and cultural expression

• Latin and Middle Persian for official communications and inscriptions, 
Syriac for liturgy

• Rich oral tradition for the majority who were illiterate

• Armenian script invented about 405 CE

• Translated major texts into Armenian 



Two Centuries of Arab rule 640 – 884 CE

• Previous invaders did not settle the land but the Arabs did.

• Arabs settled tribes in provinces as fiefs such as Syria, Mesopotamia, 
Persia and Armenia

• Later settlement of Turks, Kurds, Mongols and Turkmen

• In Armenia, this started the beginning of settling muslims and the 
killing, conversion and emigration of Armenians over 50 years

• Mountains and localities allowed resistance.



Armenian Medieval Kingdoms (883-1045)

• Rule by rival dynasties of nakharar noble landed families, especially 
the Bagratuni Dynasty





The Armenian Kingsdom of Cilicia 1075 – 
1375 CE – Crusaders
• Kingdom of Cilicia established in 1199 with coronation of King Levon at the 

Cathedral of Tarsus before Rubenid, Hetumic and Cruxader nobility
• Unique, independent states in land outside of historic Armenia lasted two 

centuries. First king to visit historic Armenia was Hetum in 12 47
• First time Armenians had direct access to the sea and came into close contact 

with Western Europe and Roman Catholic powers (crusaders), not with 
Byzantines, Persians or Muslims. Established first “Western European” impact on 
Armenia? Crown from Holy Roman Emperor, anointed by the catholicos  and 
received insignia from papal and imperial legate the Archbishop of Mainz (a 
second crown arrived from Byzantium)

• See map – Cilicia is a wide plan on the mediterranean coast, a secure enclave 
with three mountain chains (Taurus, Anti- Taurus  and Amanus mountains) 

• Byzantine Empire conquers C. from Arabs, then populated by Armenians esp as 
Armenia was invaded by Byzanine and Arabs

• Byzantine appointed military commanders protect Cilicia from Arabs, then a 
kingdom under the Rubenids as a catholic kingdom in the crusades



Cilician Kingdom

• Created trade routes with Persian Gulf and Central Asia
• Armenians created trading houses with China and W Europe
• Port of Ayas in gulf of Alexandretta important entrepot from here Marco 

Polo started his journey.
• Selling dyes, , silks spices, cotton wine, raisins, carpets and pearls from the 

East, exporting goat hair cloth, salt, iron and timber 
• Agreements signed with Genoa, Venice and Pisa with tax exemptions
• Ports of Tarsus, Adana, and Mamistra  full of foreign esp Italian merchants
• Kingdom devastatedby  Mamluks 1260 and 1374
• Population arose against King’s attempt to introduce Roman Catholic 

practices, introduce liturgical practices and recognise the People in return 
for military aid



Reasons for end of Cilician Kingdom

• Failure of Crusades

• Refusal of Armenian Church to accept Roman Catholicism

• Rise of Ayyubid and Mamluk dynasties

• Fall of last Crusader Bastion in 1271

• Conversion of Ilkhanid Mongols to Islam



Demographic Changes – Armenia under Seljuk, 
Mongol and Turkmen Domination (1071 – 1500)

• Mongols conquer Baghdad c. 1250 CE ending the Abassid Caliphate

• Turks led by the Ottomans regained power in Asia Minor and take 
Constantinople in 1453 penetrating Eastern and Central Europe.

• To the north, Mongols invade the first Russian state and ruled for three 
centuries mid 18th Century.

• Both Ottoman and Ming dynasty’s isolationist policy closed the trade 
routes (the Silk Road closed) and Western Europe started the age of 
exploration. Columbus and Da Gama’s search for the route to India and 
China resulted from the closure of the Silk Road.

• With the end of the Cilician dynasty, Armenia entered into a decline, with 
many Armenians moving to Constantinople, Cilicia and Eastern Europe





Turks in Armenia 

• Oghuz Turks from Central Asia had been infiltrating Azerbaijan, northern Caucasus, 
Southern Russia and even north Asia Minor since the 10th Century, no Turks in Anatolia 
before then

• First organised plan to invade Armenia was by the Seljuk Turks in mid 11th Century
• Togrhul check leads conquest of Persian Empire and establishes an empire.
• Typically of all nomadic conquests, unruly elements who still want to continue the 

conquest and are directed to Armenia.
• In 1071, Seljuks defeat the Byzantine empire and occupy Armenia, destroy the former 

Bagratuni Armenian Kingdom
• Emergence of Danishmendids, Qaranmanids, Shah-Amands and the Seljuks dynasties 

emerge but nakharars of Arstsakh (Karabagh), Siunik (Zangasur), Gugark (Lori), Sasun, 
and other mountain regions maintained viable military forces and remained autonomous

• Some narkharars left for Cilicia and Georgia
• Some Armenian military and artisans  convert to Islam but bulk of peasanty remain 

Christian



Mongols in Armenia to 1500

• Mongols invade Armenia 1245  and sack Baghdad in 1258.
• 1386 and 1410, Turkicised Mongols under Timurlane and his Turko-Tartar 

conqueror and devastate the Armenia defeating the Golden Horde in Southern 
Russia and the Turks.

• Armenia reduced to rubble, Trade ceased, merchants and churchmen put to the 
death.

• Only the mountainous regions of Artsakh (now in Azerbbaijan connected to 
Armenia Republic by a five km Lochin corridor under supervision of Russian 
peacekeeping forces, Gugark (northern part of Armenian Kingdom now divided 
between Armenia and Turkey), Siunik (wouthern part of Armenia and 
Sasun(eastern Turkish mounts, one of most mountainous of historical Armenia 
Mt Maratuk) survived the pillage, turning to banditry.

• Artisans were shipped to Samarkand to build the city
• Monghuls conquered Delhi and Mughal empire ruled until 1858
• Seljuk Turks Ottomans conquer Constantinople in 1453



The altitude in Sasun dropped drastically going from north 

to south, going from 7,000 feet (2,100 m) in the north to 

2,400 feet (730 m) in the south along a distance of just 

100 miles (160 km



The altitude in Sasun dropped drastically going from north 

to south, going from 7,000 feet (2,100 m) in the north to 

2,400 feet (730 m) in the south along a distance of just 

100 miles (160 km





In May 1915, the Ottoman army unsuccessfully attacked 

Sasun with the help of Kurdish tribes.[41] Armenian 

partisan units remained in Sasun in June–July 1915 while 

Ottoman forces crushed Armenian resistance in Mush and 

massacred the survivors.[42] After eradicating the 

Armenians on the plain of Mush, the Ottoman forces 

focused their efforts on attacking Sasun.[43] The district 

was surrounded and subjected to heavy 

bombardment.[43][40] Ruben Ter Minasian estimates that 

around 30,000 Ottoman troops and Kurdish irregulars 

surrounded Sasun.[43] On the Armenian side, some 1,000 

men armed mainly with hunting rifles defended the kaza of 

Sasun, where about 20,000 natives and 30,000 refugees 

from other regions were under siege.[43] Suffering from 

starvation and shortages in ammunition, on August 2, 

1915 the defenders attempted to break out of the 

encirclement together with the besieged population, but 

only a few thousand managed to escape and reach 

Russian-controlled territory (at the time, the frontline ran 

through Malazgirt, about 25 miles from Mush).[43] The vast 

majority of the population, including tens of thousands of 

refugees from nearby areas, was massacred.[44]

A few thousand were deported, while a few hundred were 

taken into Kurdish families or seized as war booty by 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011345-46
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEWalker2001203-47
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011352-48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011352-48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEWalker2001202-45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011352-48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011352-48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malazgirt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011352-48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011340,_352-49


A few thousand were deported, while a few hundred were 

taken into Kurdish families or seized as war booty by 

Turkish officers.[45] Others hid in mountains and canyons 

and crossed over to Russian-controlled territory in March 

1916, when the Russian army captured Mush.[46] Those 

Armenians from Sasun who managed to reach Eastern 

Armenia (the territory of modern-day Armenia) settled 

mainly in villages around Talin and Ashtarak.[33]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEK%C3%A9vorkian2011351-50
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEPoghosyan1996b-51
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talin,_Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtarak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasun_(historical_region)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEDanielyan1984201-38




Beginnings of Turkic Domination (1071 – 1500 
CE)



END LECTURE 1



Russia moves South

• Peter the Great and the Treaty of Constantinople

• Catherine the Great Ukraine, Caucasus

• Control of the Black Sea

• Constantinople

• Crimean War

• Russo-Turkish War 1877-8

• Backing Balkan nationalisms

• First/Second Balkan Wars





Circassian massacres

• On the road, our eyes were met with a staggering image: 
corpses of women, children, elderly persons, torn to pieces and 
half-eaten by dogs; deportees emaciated by hunger and 
disease, almost too weak to move their legs, collapsing from 
exhaustion and becoming prey to dogs while still alive.

• —Drozdov, Ivan. "Posledniaia Bor’ba s Gortsami na Zapadnom 
Kavkaze". Pages 456-457.



Armenian Genocide?



British interests in the Ottoman empire

• Russian threats to muslim counties: Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, India

• Crimean War

• Loans and supervision

• Egypt

• Suez Canal



British/French interest in the Levant

• Russo-Ottoman War 1768-74, ending of disastrous Treaty of Kucuk 
Kaynarca – loss of Ukraine

• Napoleonic expedition to Egypt and the Levant 

• Nelsonian response

• Great power threats to Ottoman Empire from Russia, Britain and 
France

• European, Christian nationalism in the Balkans

• Economic and cultural change



Russian backed violence

• Russian backed

• Greek, Albanian, Serbian and Bulgarian terrorism

• Terrorists and paramilitaries: Bashi-Bazooks

• Victims: Christian and Muslims

• Bulgarian massacres 1877-8 – 32,000

• Armenia 1894-6 – 100k dead, 41 locations apart

• Circassian massacres 1863 – 1878 – 1 – 1.5m flee and half die by 
Tsarists Russia I latest stages of the Russo-Circassian War 1763-1864  
of Muslim – Caucasians – worst genocide of the 19th c



Ottoman reform to 1789 – 1839 (Nizam-I-
Cedid)(New Order)
• Selim III (1789-1807) (miliary reform) (New Order) (regulations 

(nizamnames (writings about order), tax diplomacy) (centralisation – 
cf Joseph II Austria and Frederick the Great Prussia) and 

• Mahmud II (1808 – 39) (abolish Janissaries 1828 greatest barrier to 
centralised reform) but lost Greece 1821-30 and Egypt 1830.

•  Free trade with Ottoman-British Trade Treaty 1838, Gulhane decree 
1839 establishes universal rights regardless of religion 











End – next: the origins of Modern Turkey



Tanzimat (house in order) 1839 - 76

• Power shifts to civil service and diplomats re tax and foreign relations 

• Foreign minister often follows on as Grand Vizier

• Intensification of ordering

• Threat of European nationalism and renewal along European lines

• Emergency of print media and opposition intelligentsia appealing to 
an emerging reading public

• Mehmet Ali controlled Egypt, Syria and Crete

• British invest in Suez and Egypt



The Hamidian Era 1876 - 1909

• Final attempt at Ottoman reform

• British and French banking supervision and controls

• Capitulations

• German aid and reforms

• Technology – rail and telegraph

• The last chance saloon for the Ottoman Empire 





Young Turks and the CUP

• Ottoman – Muslim – Turk?

• Development of a national movement: Army, University, Civil Service

• Young Turks 

• Committee of Union and Progress Party

• Young Turks Revolutions 1908 and 1913

• Wartime Government





Turkish identity and nationalism 

• Ziya Golkup

• Turk not Ottoman

• Exclusions of Greeks and Armenians

• Turanism



The Armenian question at the top table

• Russo-Turkish War 1877-8: Northern Armenia annexed by 
Russia namely Kars and Batum, and also annexed the Budjak region

• Treaty of San Stefano – 1878 Article 16

• Congress of Berlin -1878 – Article 61

• Armenian Revolutionary movements

• Russian support for Armenians

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kars_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batum_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budjak


Talat Pasha: architect of genocide

• The postman from Salonica

• Educated at Alliance Israelite School

• Association with Donnemas

• Impact of Balkans Wars on CUP and impact on Greeks and Armenians

• Preparations for Genocide
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