




COURSE OVERVIEW 
As the world’s urban population grows towards six and a half billion by 2050, cities all over 
the world are resorting to the mass-production of residential super-blocks to address new 
urban housing demands. But is this model appropriate for all cities, regardless of their 
environmental, social, political and economic differences? This seminar provides students 
with a hands- on opportunity to understand how planning code regulations - specifically 
residential codes - shape the design and functioning of neighborhoods in our rapidly 
urbanizing age. In this course students explore case studies from around the world, learn 
about different planning models and have a chance to develop their own ideas of how to use 
zoning as a tool to better address the challenges facing cities today. This seminar offers a 
multi-disciplinary approach to thinking about zoning and gives students from different related 
fields, such as planning, urban design, architecture and real estate, an opportunity to work 
collaboratively and holistically as they think about the complex planning challenges ahead in 
our urbanizing world. 

DRIVING QUESTIONS: 

How has zoning shaped the 
neighborhoods we live in ? 

What are the planning challenges 
ahead in the ‘urban age’ ? 

What should the planning goals be to 
address them ? 

What are the zoning tools that can 
help achieve those goals ? 

CASE STUDY SELECTION CRITERIA: 

CENTRAL LOCATION 
Located in or near the downtown area of a large city 

MEDIUM TO HIGH DENSITY 
Multi-story, multi-unit housing typologies 

IDENTIFIABLE CHARACTERISTICS 
Distinctive identifiable neighborhoods 
Replicable development models

UNDERLYING ZONING REGULATIONS
Common categories of bulk and land use regulations

AVAILABILITY & ACCESSIBILITY OF INFORMATION
Government zoning regulations are available on-line
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NINE INTERNATIONAL CASE STUDIES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING

INSTRUCTOR-PROVIDED CASE STUDIES:
A. NEW YORK CITY, UPPER WEST SIDE 

B. SHANGHAI, GUBEI

NEW YORK
UPPER WEST 

SIDE
SHANGHAI

GUBEI
PORTLAND 

PEARL DISTRICT
MIAMI 

BRICKELL 
PARIS, RIVE 

GAUCHE
HONG KONG, 
NORTH POINT

TAIPEI 
ZHONGSHAN

TOKYO 
SHINJUKU

SEOUL 
GEUMHO-

DONG

LAND USE Residential + 
Commercial Residential Residential + 

mixed
Residential + 

mixed
Residential + 

mixed
Residential + 
Commercial

Residential + 
Commercial

Residential + 
mixed Residential

FAR 3.4, 10.0 2.5 3.0, 6.0 5.0, 11.0, 18.0 2.69 8.0, 9.0 2.25, 4.0 3.0, 4.0 2.0, 2.5, 4.0

SITE 
COVERAGE 65 - 100% 25% 100% 80% 40 - 50%

33-37.5% for 
tower over 

base
45 – 50% 60% 50 – 60%

STREET 
SETBACK Max 3m 3 – 20m 5’ - 10’

1.5 – 3m 10’ NA NA 3m NA 0 – 1.5m

HEIGHT 75’ – 210’
(8-20 floors)

> 30m
(10-34 floors)

65’ - 100’
(7 – 10 floors)

(6 – 144m)
2 - 48 floors

37m
(~ 4 floors)

110-120m
(35-40 floors)

(~ Max 40m)
4 floors

(30 – 40m)
3-4 floors

(~21 – 105m) 
7 – 35 floors

2021 STUDENT CASE STUDY TEAMS :
1. PORTLAND, PEARL DISTRICT Joey Xu and Vicky Zhou

2. MIAMI, BRICKELL Mariana Hinojosa and Juan Moreno

3. PARIS, RIVE GAUCHE Jin Jong Kim and Yuan Qin

4. HONG KONG, NORTH POINT Mengqi Cao and Zixuan Zha

5. TAIPEI, ZHONGSHAN Jiuyu Wang and Hui Lu

6. TOKYO, SHINJUKU Hanzhang Yang and Priska Marianne

7. SEOUL, GEUMHO-DONG 3-GA Soyeon Kim and Yiyi Jiang 
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