
Sex Scenes:  
Depictions of people  

engaging in  
sexual contact

Sex Tension:  
Anticipation of people  

engaging in  
sexual contact

(There can be some sexual tension during a sex scene,  
especially if we're unsure how far the sexual contact will go)

Sexual/Romantic Tension Base Concepts

1
Consummation: achievement of actual union.  

Sexual consummation is physical contact;  

romantic tension is spiritual contact. 

Sexual/romantic tension is predicated on consensual intimacy. 
Rape, harassment, etc. create conflict and dramatic tension, 

but not sexual tension. 

INTRIGUE TENSION 
Evokes curiosity 
What does this 

mean?

S  e  x  u  a  l    a  r  o  u  s  a  l  
is different from tension, BUT it can also overlap with any kind of tension. 

It's never the primary driver of any kind of tension,4

DRAMATIC TENSION 
Arises from conflict 
What will happen 

next?

SEXUAL TENSION 
Anticipates 

consummation 
Will they?

2
3

Initial Encounter Consummation

<- SEXUAL TENSION LIVES HERE ->


