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SENIORS WHO LEFT THEIR MARK 
by Tran Ho Minh Nhu 

   Jasper Lucas, Assistant Principal for Counseling, applied for 
and was selected as the new principal of Nuview Bridge Early 
College Charter High School for the 2018-2019 school year. 
The announcement was made via email to the PHS Staff. 
Heartfelt congratulations were given along with a large meas-
ure of sadness to lose such a remarkable person. Lucas will 
continue at PHS through June 13th. 
   The school website states: NBECHS is a free public-charter 
high school serving students in grades 9-12. We are a school 
of choice and all students are encouraged to enroll.  Our edu-
cational program combines an award-winning highly rigorous 
high school experience with college opportunities through 
our college partners Moreno Valley College and Mt. San 
Jacinto College.  
   Lucas was brief with her thoughts on leaving when she 
shared that she was excited about the new position, but sad 
to leave Perris High.  
   �´�0�U�V�����/�X�F�D�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�L�V�V�H�G���D�W���3�H�U�U�L�V���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�������+�H�U���S�H�U��
sonality and her demeanor have created an atmosphere of 
trust and collaboration. It is no surprise that she has now 
become a Principal and I can confidently say that she will be a 
great one as she moves on to her new school. We will miss her 

sense of humor and her attention to detail. We wish you well 
�P�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G���µ���Z�U�R�W�H  Juan Santos. 
   Kristi Coulter, who worked in Discipline with Lucas last 
�\�H�D�U���V�K�D�U�H�G�����´Mrs. Lucas was the first friendly face I saw 
when I was hired at Perris High School.  She continued to be a 
bright ray of sunshine at P-Town as she leaves every interac-
tion or project better than she found it.  Nuview Bridge High 
School is gaining one of our best.  �6�K�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�L�V�V�H�G���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�\���µ�� 
   �'�U�����*�U�H�J�R�U�\���:�L�V�H�����W�K�H���'�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���$�3�����V�W�D�W�H�G�����´�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�V�W��
four years, Mrs. Lucas has become a valued friend and a trust-
ed colleague. She is one of the smartest, kindest, and most 
dedicated educators with whom I have worked. While I am 
sorry to see her leave PUHSD, I am so excited to see her to 
take on her new role as principal of Nuview Bridge High 
�6�F�K�R�R�O���µ�� 
   Another who has worked closely with Lucas, Gabriela 
�/�R�S�H�]�����F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�R�U�����V�K�D�U�H�G�����´���0�U�V�����/�X�F�D�V���L�V���Y�H�U�\���P�H�W�L�F�X�O�R�X�V����
�$�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�����V�K�H�·�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�V���,�·�Y�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K�����6�K�H�·�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�����3�D�W�L�H�Q�W�����6�K�H���K�D�V���D���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���J�U�D�V�S���R�I���W�K�H��
�P�D�V�W�H�U���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�����Q�R���H�D�V�\���W�D�V�N�������:�H�·�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���P�L�V�V���K�H�U�����D�O�W��
�K�R�X�J�K���,���N�Q�R�Z���V�K�H�·�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���O�H�Y�H�O���L�Q���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� 
   Yes, Lucas will be missed for everything stated before, along 
�Z�L�W�K�����G�D�U�H���L�W���E�H���V�D�L�G�����D���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�I�X�O���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���K�X�P�R�U�����'�R�Q�·�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H��
it? Who else could embody Maxwell Smart so beautifully? 
(see picture at left).  

Next Steps for PHS Assistant Principal 

  High school, it is a marathon, not a sprint! as some teachers 
would preach before handing out the syllabus on the first day 
of school.  
   Adults tell us about the straight line one must walk and the 
boxes one must check and the qualifying characters one must 
obtain to finish the race. Could it possibly be any more excit-
ing that, without a doubt, our Amherst and Williams College 
future graduates here demonstrated all the quintessence to be 
triumphant? So, visibly, our elders know what they are talking 
about: steadiness, discipline and patience make the dream 
work! Our 2018 class Valedictorian, Lara Santa Cruz, and Salu-
tatorian, Rene Isaac Mijares Hungsberg are a true representa-
�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�H�U�U�L�V���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���P�R�W�W�R���1�H�Y�H�U���*�L�Y�H���8�S�� 
  Three subjects: Math, English, and Administration - earned 
and written in his name, Mijares, the Hall of Fame awards are 
quite hard to ignore. He dominates each subject with persis-
tence and it is not without impediments in this competitive 
senior and social class. A familiarity to all students, though, 
known best by Mijares himself is the difficulty of time manage-
ment. It is all and more of academic responsibilities, extra-
curriculars, family, sports, hobbies and work to be divided in 
�F�R�X�U�V�H�V���R�I���H�D�F�K���G�D�\�����Z�K�H�U�H���H�L�J�K�W���K�R�X�U�V���R�I���V�O�H�H�S���D�U�H���´�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�µ����
�D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�Q�V�D�Q�H���L�Q���D���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���I�R�X�U���K�R�X�U���F�\�F�O�H�����R�K�����P�X�V�W�Q�·�W���I�R�U��
�J�H�W�����K�H�·�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�����3-Town Press Editor in Chief as 
well. Yet, it is the same for anyone with the pursuit of success, 
despite all external diversion - consistency and the willingness 
to learn keeps his goal firm. 
  In the typical way that most schools choose valedictorians 
and salutatorians is on the basis of rank, though, grade point 
average merely speak for itself. With three younger siblings 
who need an attentive, mature brother figure of example, deal-
ing with financial crisis at home, and extract time to care for 
oneself is particularly perplexed. 
  Our Salutatorian explained his perception of success when 
�D�V�N�H�G���I�R�U���K�L�V���X�W�P�R�V�W���D�G�Y�L�F�H�����´�,���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���P�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���J�H�W���H�D�V�L�O�\��
overwhelmed or they feel entitled to receive things. If you want 
something, you put in the work to get it, and if you fail, you try 
again. People need to be resilient and know that success is just 
a bunch of failures. If it was easy, everyone would be success-
�I�X�O���µ 

  As for Santa Cruz, her love blos-
somed with her absorption by 
literature, reading absolutely 
every Russian Literature piece 
she could get her hands on, at 
least twice. Books of fiction or 
nonfiction are universal, a com-
municative device to be invented, 
its versatile and complex dynam-
ics of expressing emotion, irony, 
politics, history, and life in itself; 
where here one would walk the 
path of their own life, or they 
could walk with many others, 
and acquire knowledge not ex-
cluded to their own time and 
experience but those whose lives 
are once lived to tell us their 
tales. Who else we have known 
of - that acquires this powerful 
drive to read?  Santa Cruz shares 
with us a person with an aura of 
singularity that sparks her admi-
ration: 
  �,�·�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H���L�I���K�H���H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G��
it, but that man quite literally 
changed the future course of my 
life as well as my outlook as a 
person - both directly and indi-
rectly. His influence needed no 
more exertion than the simple exchange of a book into empty 
�D�Q�G���X�Q�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���K�D�Q�G�V�����+�H�U�H�·�V���W�R���\�R�X�����0�U�����1�R�E�O�H�����I�R�U���\�R�X�U��
insatiable hunger for literature and the desire to share it with 
others. I now know, far better than I had before, what it means 
to be a person in spite of it all. 
  �6�D�Q�W�D���&�U�X�]�·�V���P�D�U�N���R�Q���R�X�U�������������F�O�D�V�V���L�V���E�H�\�R�Q�G���K�H�U���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H��
ments and her title of Valedictorian, it is measured in quiet, 
genuine dedication, and a yearning to learn. Wholly, praises or 
without praises, rest assured her one intention is to pursue a 
higher learning. 

  So, ahead of these two geniuses, is a new journey to be unfold: 
as it embarks new opportunities and challenges, we can all find 
comfort in knowing they will be remarkable individuals, and 
that Massachusetts cannot be any more blessed than this. 
  With this article ending, from yours truly, Valedictorian says 
�W�R���V�H�H���L�Q�W�R���$�F�W���,�����6�F�H�Q�H���,�,�,���R�I���+�D�P�O�H�W�����3�R�O�R�Q�L�X�V�·���D�G�Y�L�F�H���W�R���/�D�H�U��
tes: � Ýet here, Laertes!...This above all: to thine own self be 
true/And it must follow, as the night the day/Thou canst not 
�W�K�H�Q���E�H���I�D�O�V�H���W�R���D�Q�\���P�D�Q���µ 

ROP Marketing Exits 

p. 2 

MOS 

p. 11 

Prom 

9. 7 

Scavenger Hunt 

p. 3 


