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Literary Elements: Metaphors & Similes
from “My Name” by Sandra Cisneros
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Metaphors & Similes

A metaphor is a direct comparison that shows how two things that are not alike in most ways are similar in one important way. 

A simile is a comparison of two unlike things using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’.
Look at these two examples from the text. Answer the following three questions about each: Is it a simile or a metaphor? What two things are being compared? What is the author saying about these two things? What is the important similarity?

My great-grandmother. I would've liked to have known her, a wild horse of a woman.

1. Is this a simile or metaphor? 







2. Comparing what two things?







3. What is she saying about these two things? 




















[He carried her off] as if she were a fancy chandelier

1. Is this a simile or metaphor? 







2. Comparing what two things?







3. What is she saying about these two things? 




















Now, fill out the chart about these other similes & metaphors from “My Name” by Sandra Cisneros.
	Simile or Metaphor?
	Example from the Text.
	By making this comparison, what is she saying about her name?

	simile
	[My name] is like the number nine.
	

	metaphor
	[My name] is a muddy color. 
	

	metaphor
	It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings, songs like sobbing…
	

	simile
	
	

	simile
	At school they say my name funny as if the syllables were made out of tin…
	

	simile
	…as if the syllables hurt the roof of your mouth. 
	

	metaphor
	But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer sounding thing, like silver, 
	

	simile
	
	

	simile
	not quite as thick as my sister's name, Magdalena…
	


