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家 | Home
      
Where-What-When 
is 
Chinese 
artists’ 
settlement?



        From 1980 to 1990, Chinese contemporary artists had a honeymoon period all 
over the country. Artists gathered in residual spaces like the Yuanmingyuan Painter's 
Village, forming one ideological colony after another. They explored, expressed, and 
occupied the city and the ideology with their artworks and their bodies. Everywhere 
could be their home, sweet home.
        However, The possibility of Chinese artists’ settlement declined rapidly after 1990. 
This first recession resulted from the conflict between the survival of artists and 
government control of the city's appearance. 
        Fortunately, artists still had spaces to step back. Due to the "discovery" and pursuit 
of the Chinese contemporary art market by Western collectors, artists had been able to 
move into some of the urban spaces to be transformed with the support of capital. A 
number of art districts, represented by the 798 Art District, would soon be formed.





世 | World
      
How-Why-Whether 
it is right or not 
that Western collectors 
control 
the Chinese art market? 



Chinese contemporary artists were fund by 
western collectors, institutions and art funds.  
However, such artists were selected and limited 
to a little group. Among the prejudices and 
misinterpretations of Chinese society by 
Western in the context of the Cold War, the 
artworks that concentrate on political satire 
were selectedly promoted by western collectors. 
Some art media even treated these works (Fang 
Lijun, Wang Guangyi, etc.) as “the howl that free 
China”. With the control of the International art 
market, western collectors controls the direction 
of Chinese contemporary art.







798 | Art District
      
Is there any possible 
for artists achieve settlement 
in the largest art district of China?



798 Art District, located at the north 
side of Juxianqiao District, Beijing, was 
transformed from the 751 Electronics 
Factory. Under the continuous urban 
micro-renewal since 2003, 798 Art District 
became the most famous Chinese art 
district in the world. However, the people 
inside 798 are constantly changing. In the 
Unique vaulted factory building, there is a 
constant turnover of people driven by the 
government, the capital and the land price. 
From electronic factory workers to 
contemporary artists to western 
institutions,  who are the owners of 798?













大音 | Loudreading
      
Chinese Art districts 
should belong to 
Chinese artists 



First Step: Return

Through art-making activities in land-price 
depressions (such as the UCCA warehouse), 
expelled artists will bring in their own household 
items and produce new artworks. The sculpture 
of clutter mixed with cheap artwork is gradually 
taking shape. 



Second Step: Recreate

Scenes from different eras, expelled artists 
gather here. Land price depression in the art 
district, the corner of art institutions will be 
reoccupied by artists.Through their own lives and 
creations, The evicted artists will occupy the 
space that should be theirs.



Third Step: Reoccupy

UCCA will no longer belong to UCCA. Every 
artist can complete their settlement here. 
Through remote projection, "Home" is able to 
influence showrooms, ticket offices, and stores 
located in the highlands of land prices.  



A chaotic and unstoppable 
Loudreading 
is coming, 

and everyone will notice.



A chaotic and unstoppable 
Loudreading 
is coming, 

and everyone will notice.



Exhibition in the Exhibition Institution in the institution

Art District in the Art District Artists’ Settlement
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