Q Squash Policy

JUNIOR PLAYER BEHAVIOUR 

Version 2 Effective 1/1/09
1.0
EVENTS

1.1 The Junior Player Behaviour Policy will apply for all Q Squash affiliated players who wish to participate in events conducted by, or conducted on behalf of Q Squash and Squash Australia.  The Policy extends to Q Squash Regional events used to select Teams to compete at the Queensland Junior Championships.

This Policy mainly relates to the situation where players are staying in a team environment under the control of Regional or State Officials.

However, the provisions of this policy will be used in other situations where Player Behaviour is an issue at Q Squash events.  

In other words, if a player commits any of the infringements outlined in Clause 4.0 in a Q Squash event, which doesn’t require the player to be in a Team environment (eg. the Queensland Open), they will be subject to the same or similar penalties as outlined in Clause 4.0.   

1.2 The events include but are not limited to the Queensland Junior Championship (QJC), the Australian Junior Championships (AJC) and National Junior Series (NJS).

1.3 Q Squash and its Regional Bodies have an obligation to issue a Q Squash Player Agreement Form to all players they will be responsible for at each major Championship.

1.4 Players and parents must complete the standard Q Squash Player Agreement Form each time they stay in a team environment under the control of Regional or State Officials.

2.0 BASIC REQUIREMENTS

A player shall:

1. Conduct himself/herself in a manner befitting a Representative Player

2. Be personally clean and presentable at all times - on and off the court and at the accommodation venue

3. Leave his/her accommodation clean and tidy each day before going to the Championships and for their area to be available for inspection at all times

4. Refrain from any sexual interactions

5. NOT consume any alcohol, drugs or cigarettes

6. Refrain from swearing on or off the court  

7. Refrain from gambling

8. Stay within the areas defined by the Officials at all times.

9. Wear the team uniform as and when directed

3.0 OFFICIALS

3.1
Officials have a responsibility to care for each member of the Team for the entire duration of the Championships.  They have an obligation to treat all players fairly and consistently.  

3.2
To achieve this they need to set certain guidelines for players to observe.  Given some players don’t always behave in a manner consistent with those guidelines, the officials must have the power to discipline offending players.

3.3 Discipline must be applied consistently regardless of the player involved and the impact that player could have on future Team results.

Every effort must be made to ensure a Player from one Region is penalised in the same way as a Player from another Region.

4.0
CONSEQUENCES OF NON COMPLIANCE

Grade 3 Infringements

EXAMPLES

· Disrespect for a Referee or Opponent

· Disrespect for any Team or Tournament Official

· Leaving the accommodation or Championship venue or Presentation venue without permission

· Failure to follow a direction given by a Team Official

· Offensive language

· Other minor misdemeanors

CONSEQUENCE: 


Grade 2 Infringements

EXAMPLES

· Repeat offence of a Grade 3 Infringement

· Fighting or aggressive behaviour

· Practical jokes, which may effect the health of another player eg. administering laxettes to unsuspecting team mates or opposition players

CONSEQUENCE: 


Grade 1 Infringements
EXAMPLES

· Repeat offence of a Grade 2 Infringement 

· Consumption of Alcohol

· Consumption of illegal Drugs or abuse of any other Drug

· Sexual interactions

· Stealing  

CONSEQUENCE: 



4.0 PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED

4.1
Suspicion is insufficient grounds for suspension.  A degree of evidence and eyewitness accounts need to be gathered and documented.  If the Team Officials consider it warranted the Police should be contacted.

4.2
If a player is being interviewed or penalised, a minimum two (2) Team Officials must be present.  One person is unacceptable – otherwise it is then a case of one person’s word against another or victimisation.  The player may request his/her parent(s) to be in attendance if they are available at the Championships.

4.3 If the Police become involved, the Team Officials are to contact Q Squash immediately and take no further action besides assisting the police with their inquiries.  Q Squash will immediately contact the parents.

4.4 ALL Grade 1 Infringements must be referred to Q Squash.  No Grade 1 matter is to be handled by a Regional Body or Team Officials.

If contact with Q Squash cannot be made the parents are then to be informed directly.  Depending on when the infringement takes place, arrangements should be made to send the player home ASAP.  Any additional expenses involved in sending a player home early are to be met by the parents. 

4.5 The Team Manager is to immediately document the entire incident.  This information should be forwarded as a matter of urgency to Q Squash.

5.0
GOOD BEHAVIOUR BOND

5.1
A Good Behaviour Bond is an obligation on the player’s part to behave in an acceptable manner for a period of time or face a higher consequence.  A Good Behaviour Bond effectively places the player on notice but allows them to continue playing.

5.2
Good Behaviour Bonds are only issued by Q Squash.  Team Officials may recommend to Q Squash at the conclusion of the entire Championship that a player be placed on a Good Behaviour Bond. 

5.3
If a player already placed on a Good Behaviour Bond, decides to re-offend at a Championship held during the Bond period, any infringement may then be considered Grade 2 or 1 depending on the seriousness of the offence and whether the majority of Team Officials consider it warranted.  In other words, a Grade 3 Infringement may be treated as a Grade 2 Infringement.
5.4
All players who commit a Grade 2 Infringement may also be placed on a Good Behaviour Bond, for two (2) Championships involving Teams competition.  An acceptable Team Championship involves the Team staying together for a period equal to or in excess of four (4) days (QJC, AJC or NJTS).

5.5
All players who commit a Grade 1 Infringement will be suspended for a period of time as decided by the Q Squash Board.  Generally, that penalty could range from 3 months to 12 months.  In extreme situations a player may be suspended for a longer period. 

5.6
Where players commit a Grade 1 Infringement a notice will be sent to Squash Australia and ALL State Bodies.  A notice will also be sent to the player’s Regional Body.

6.0
ALCOHOL & ILLEGAL DRUGS

6.1
No alcohol or illegal drugs are to be consumed whilst a player competes in the events outlined in Clause 1.  This includes any presentation function and any rest day.  Whilst the Team is under Team Management NO PLAYER or OFFICIAL will be allowed to consume alcohol or illegal drugs.

6.2
Officials have a duty of care and players have a duty of care to each other.  They are not to supply, influence or participate in any activity, which may lead to a minor being involved with alcohol or the consumption of any illegal drug.

6.3
The PENALTY will be as outlined in Clause 4.4 - a player will be sent home immediately at the additional cost to their parents.  The final decision will be at the full discretion of the Team Manager providing the majority of Team Officials support a player being sent home.

6.4
It is the responsibility of the Team Manager to seek and document the proof associated with the infringement.  The Team Manager is to communicate with the accused and any witnesses in the presence of at least one (1) other Team Official.

7.0
PRACTICAL JOKES

7.1 The Team Officials have a duty of care to ALL players.  They must take immediate action to stop and safeguard any victims from further abuse.  The Team Officials are to remind players of the consequences of practical jokes, which may harm other members of the team.

Practical jokes generally lead to somebody getting hurt either physically or emotionally.

7.2
What might appear a harmless joke may have unknown ramifications.  Team Officials should monitor any victim(s) for a period of time after the incident to ensure they don’t withdraw from normal activities.  They must also watch out for teasing by their fellow team members.

8.0
PEER PRESSURE

8.1
Obviously, some younger players strive for social acceptance from older players and will do things, which can be considered “out of character”.  They become victims of peer pressure.

8.2
Team Officials can make allowances for peer pressure but Grade 1 Infringements will be treated as Grade 1 Infringements regardless of any peer pressure.  

9.0
APPEALS

9.1
There are no provisions for Appeal.

Q SQUASH PLAYER AGREEMENT FORM

This agreement relates to my participation in the: 

Year: ________ Event: _____________________________________________

Members of the Team AND players travelling with and being accommodated with the Team MUST:
· Follow all directions given by the nominated Team Officials during the period.

From: _________________________ To: __________________________.

· Attend all meetings and training sessions as directed by Team Officials.  Wear Team Uniforms as directed and approved eye wear on court at all times as per Squash Australia Policy.

· Pay all costs incurred by them, other than those nominated by Team Organisers.  This generally includes but is not limited to phone calls, lunches, laundry and photos. 

· Accept that no responsibility can be placed on Q Squash or the relevant Regional Body for accident, personal injury OR loss or damage of goods, luggage or personal belongings during the period concerned.

· Accept that the Team Officials may impose disciplinary action in accordance with the Q Squash Player Behaviour should a player fail to conform with or observe the conditions of this agreement.  If a player is sent home, due to misconduct, the parents of the disciplined child will be liable to repay Q Squash or the Regional Body all monies for his/her participation at the Championship (ie travel, accommodation, etc.)

A Player shall:

10. Conduct himself/herself in a manner befitting a Queensland Representative 

11. Be personally clean and presentable at all times - on and off the court and at the accommodation venue

12. Leave his/her accommodation clean and tidy each day before going to the Championships and for their area to be available for inspection at all times

13. Refrain from any sexual interactions

14. NOT consume any alcohol, drugs or cigarettes

15. Refrain from swearing on or off the court  

16. Refrain from gambling

17. Stay within the areas defined by the Q Team Officials at all times
18. Wear the team uniform as and when directed.

I agree to the terms and conditions outlined above with respect to my participation at the Championship nominated above.

___________________________
_______ ___________________

Player





Parent



SUSPENSION FROM THE TEAM COMPETITION


Minimum one (1) match – maximum two (2) matches.





WARNING that the player’s behaviour is unacceptable.  





IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION FROM THE ENTIRE CHAMPIONSHIPS


The Player is to be sent home ASAP – See Clause 4.4
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