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Collision of Narratives
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Great ‘S"m'bky Mountains National Park, North Carolina
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A Bluegrass bana in Kentucky, ca 1930

Coal Mining near Kingsport, Tennessee Former town of Filbert, West Virginia



Convergence of Migration

During the height of rural industry and,
more specifically, Coal Mining in Appa-
lachia, poor black communities -most
from southern states- were actively
recruited to move the southern
Appalachia and work in the mines.

Native American’s, decendants from
northern nations in Illinois, Wisconsin
and Canada, migrated to & settled in
the Southern Appalachians as early as
8000 B.C., forming settlements and
villages by 1000 B.C.
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European settlers, predominantly ' \
Scots-lrish, German and Swedish, [\ } .
migrated toward the Southern Appala-
chians by the mid-1500's. By 1750, many
fleeing low wages and seeking an |
agrarian lifestyle, the population of I\ / | fhaing
white settlers was 100,000+ xS ;
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Appalachian Trail

approximate cultural

extents of Appalachia

known reconstruction-era
communities of black freed people

industrialization era
black communities

Zi Cherokee Nation land

research area of specific interest

Great Smokey Mountains National Park

:l present day Cherokee Reservation

O remaining Cherokee Native enclaves
after the Indian Removal Act of 1830

. forts & transfer stations of Trail of Tears

First Spanish, and later British colonialists, who had brought enslaved

Africans to the new world, would migrate inland in search of agrarian

opportunities. This migration of Black communities was later later

increased by the Reconstruction, prompting many freed people to search

for safer areas and start black communities in Appalachia.
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Contestation, Extraction, Erasure o

new N
Appalachia is rich in mineral and forest brunSV»fickﬁ*%{
resources. Sometimes referred to as 'the : :
curse of Appalachia’, resource extraction and ek N \ h;"fw;, Aova
ecological erasure in Appalachia have been : F Y -cotia,
the literal building blocks of wealth and in ot
building major US cities, but has left the

people of Appalachia with nothing to show for.
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forestry
fter federally sanctioned logging of large B 40-55% removed

swaths of the Appalachian forests between

1850 and 1900, Pisgah National Forest would B 55-70%
be the first federal forest resource to be named

as such, under the Weeks Act of 1916. Rightful- | | 70-80%
ly Cherokee land, it is legally recognized as a

‘resource’, and continues to be logged under 80-95%

federal supervision to this day.
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Roan Mountain
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Roan Mountain, a massiff consisting of 5 distinct “balds”, mean-
ing a peak that is not covered by forest, is one of the highest
mountains of The Appalachians. Cherokee legend says a great
battle took plate on these balds between the Cherokee Nations
and the Catawba Nation. The battle is told to have been so
deadly that it has left the mountain peaks bald, and covered it
with crimson flowers. The Cherokee, experts in symbiotic forest
and ecology management, have considered it a spiritual place
ever since, and have continued to manage the balds, keeping
them clear of forest, as tribute to their ancestors.

The Cherokee, after having been forcibly remov red from their

Land 2 ent long ago, na lor

Mountain. Today itis part of a Ten

managed by the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. Roan Mountain is
still a place of great sp : >herokee culture, but a
physical relationship, ownership or a voice in its managernent
does not exist.
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Bristol & Appalachian Music
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In the summer of 1927, the New York City-based music producer
Ralph Peer occupied an old hat warehouse in Bristol TN/VA, and
put an open call out for musicians of the south to record music
with him. Known as ‘The Bristol Sessions’, and in a time where
the country was hooked on Jazz, this event is described as The
Big Bang of Country music. The recording sessions drew talent-
ed musicians with their inherently southern & family music from
all over the south, and thrusted many of them into fame for
decades to come.

Not only is this
chia and Country mu
tives to tell here. D g people fri
Bristol Sessions is also were the likes of Muddy Walers amd
Howlin® Woll, lwo legendary Ct ons who cermeled
the culturally blac come, were thrusted into
fame and signe > lak 1tr :
mmer a diffused Southern Appalachian
i egional blu hation-wide, such as the
tional song ‘In The Pines’, eventually being pickked up by
artists like Lead Belly in Harlem, NY and Nirvana out west.
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The Kingdom of The Happy Land was a reconstruction-era
community of freed Black people. Fleeing oppression, discrimi-
nation and persisting threats of violence, many Black people
migrated to the Southern Appalachians in search of a truly free
existence. Hidden in the tight valleys of Western North Carolina,
The Kingdom was one of the first of its kind and, as such,
embodied a larger narrative and unwritten history of rural Black
place-making.

locate The Kingdem's origin in
approximate ) treedpeople traversed the mountains from the
Deep South to a Jruﬁgll mounfamtop in Western North Caroli-

es to restrict freedom from the ruswlv llhl—'l’dTPf‘] Bla
can population. Over the next few years, The Kingdom is believed
to have grown to a 200-person communal society with a king and
a queen and a comman tr
-Danielle Dulken, 201% in Scalawag Magazine
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The Eastern Cherokee Reservation, or officially the "Qually
Boundary’, is a US government land trust reserved for the feder-
ally recognized Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. After the
Indian Removal Act of 1830, most of the Cherokee natives were
forcibly removed from their ancestral lands, and migrated over
the Trail of Tears to new territories in Oklahoma. Some of the
Cherokee hid in the tight and isolated mountain region what is
now Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The remaining
Cherokee have since regained this federal land as official
reservation.

A huqe prONF-m inthe regalmnq of cultural, racial & environmen-
given
d of its
par‘f of the appa{j

by th»ﬁ late s logging f zy that hullt our Eq" Coast cities,

including New \’or‘l« It is estimated B0-95 percent of this land was

logged, before given ta the Cherokee Nation. Stripped of its

cultural, ecological & physical significance, it is no longer truly a

hame for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
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rhododendrons

U.S. forest service

grassy balds
red spruce

Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy

AGRICULT

RESIDENTIAL
APPALACHIAN TRAIL

)
ecologicaltossf »_. .
by agricul@r?présw;e_, ]
' " Formemsite

: -
Tennessee S'a:ley
s sokout point

! Rban Hi}‘gh Knob :
1 6,285 ft elev.

rare Red Spruce ;
protected habitat |

lookout pqintﬁ@-'

existing or planhe_d

WILDLIFE

3 == L ‘= §
residential development 0

Cherokee Spiritual location—#

Roan Valley Church———

CULTURAL

Little Rock Creek Church——=¢

PRI WL

Roan state park——
+4+——green earth mountain retreat

€+—U.S. forest service

BUSINESSES

Lil' Rock Creek
camparound . 4¥*—Thomas’ Grocery



Ecology as common ground
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MISSION

The restoration & conservation of Roan Mountain’s
ecological networks & cultural heritage through
a synthesis of ecological & cultural stewardship

VISION

A future for Roan Mountain, where it has become -once again- a place

for the Cherokee to return back to. As an act of cultural, spiritual & ecological repartations
of the perception of space & place, to exchange knowledge of indigenous land management,
and to protect Roan Mountain as part of larger, vital highland ecological networks

CONCEPT

The concept for a distributed approach to land-use, occupation & program, then, Is
sythesized through the inherent & interrelated ideas Shelter, Migration & Destination
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Moves to new location
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seasonal adaptability
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