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ZIMBABWE BLACK GRANITE: MATERIAL PRODUCTION
Precedent: 277 Mott St., New York, NY by Toshiko Mori Architects

277 Mott Street is clad in granite panels that were extracted from Zimbabwe, 
shipped from Port of Beira to a CNC milling facility in Italy, then shipped off to 
New York City as prefabricated panels to be assembled on-site.



FINAL PROJECT    Sierra Heckman  |  Construction Ecologies  |  Spring 2022

ZIMBABWE BLACK GRANITE: MATERIAL ASSEMBLY
Precedent: 277 Mott St., New York, NY by Toshiko Mori Architects

Table 1 gives perspective on the demand for dimension stone products to be 
used as cladding, as implemented with the black granite for 277 Mott Street. The 
drawing to the right is meant to illustrate how the pieces arrive on site as prefab-
ricated panels that are fastened in place.
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ZIMBABWE BLACK GRANITE: MATERIAL “CURSE”
Precedent: 277 Mott St., New York, NY by Toshiko Mori Architects

Environmental Challenges
 Destruction of vegetation 
  Decreased rainfall
  Clearing of forests for access roads
  Dumping waste rock
 Destruction of animal habitats
 Toxic chemicals in dust
  Disease in livestock, health of locals
 Diversion / blockage of natural drainage systems
  Flooding into agricultural land
 Noise and vibration
 Caused migration of wild animals, disrupting food chain

Cultural Challenges
 Caves, hills, mountains pivotal to Shona religous/cultural beliefs
 Ceremonies performed in caves
  Communication links between people, the ancestral realm and  
  God

Economic Challenges
 Mining companies not hiring locals
 Exploitation
 Area not being developed, impoverished
  Mutoko is one of the poorest districts in the country
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granite
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solid glass steel

MATERIAL MASS VS. CARBON

This diagram illustrates the material mass and amount of carbon 
sequestered or emitted relative to each portion of wall assembly 
outlined previously. The method to create this diagram involved using 
Grasshopper for Rhino to translate the numeric values of  physical mass 
(kg) and carbon (kgCO2e) into radii of circles.

Mass

Embodied carbon
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granite
solid glass

aluminum

steel

MATERIAL MASS VS. CARBON

This diagram illustrates the material mass and amount of carbon 
sequestered or emitted without relation to the amounts of materials in 
each wall assembly. Flattening the scales of each material mass lets us 
more clearly see the embodied carbon properties of each material.

Mass

Embodied carbon
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