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The Colectivo Chilpancingo Pro Justicia Ambiental (Chilpancingo Collevtive For Environmental Justice), is a Ti-
juana-based women’s activist group.  Known as “promotoras,” or “those that moves forward,” the activists have 
worked over the years advocating for environmental justice near the border.  They assisted with the cleanup 
of the Metales y Derivados site between 2000 and 2008, advocated for children’s health by reducing diesel 
pollution through the Air Quality Campaign from 2009-2011, and are currently trying to designate the Alamar 
River as a Natural Protected Zone.15 Image: HIP Give									       
																              

																              
																              
															             

Issues of environmental justice are widespread across the United States.  This image shows a parachute de-
signed by Rosario Gonzalez who worked with Culture Strike, a publication that focuses on portraying immigra-
tion issues through art.  The parachute was used in the New York Climate March in September of 2014.  The 
butterfly is representative of migrant journeys across the border, especially those who are artists.  The para-
chute reads “Climate change affects us all” in both English and Spanish.16 Image: Ben Pomeroy / Hyperallergic



To construct a continuous border wall for the sake of national security is flawed logic.  Considering 
the fact that most undocumented immigrants in the US are those who entered legally and whose 
visas have expired, a physical wall is not a worthy solution of the challenge of illegal immigration.  
Furthermore, exacting the phrase of “where there’s a will there’s a way,” there is no wall that can will 
completely deter illegal immigration in its entirety.17 Instead of focusing on a clearly performative act of 
building the wall, both the US and Mexico governments should redirect their efforts into addressing the 
actual issues that are pervading the border populations today. Image: abc7 News



Gap in the US - Mexico border wall.  Image: Eugene Garcia / AP Photo 
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Little Village, Chicago IL

HAZARDOUSHAZARDOUS

Javier Ortiz

Dust cloud descending though the Little Village neighborhood, after the Crawford Generating Station smoke stack was imploded in 
Chicago

Zapata Elementary School

Abandoned facility

Smoke stack behind school sport event 

Introduction

Little Village is a historic industrial and 
predominantly latinx neighborhood on Chicago’s 
Southwest Side. As a result, the neighborhood 
is a front line environmental justice community 
where inhabitants face a variety of challenges. 
Pollution from a century ago, as well as
continuous hazardous emissions from factories, 
transportation, and other sources.

Increased diesel emissions from trucks, as well as 
new projects in line utilization plans by munic-
ipal officials and private business owners, pose 
significant dangers to Little Village’s economy, 
ecology, health, and housing costs. As a result, 
community leaders and residents are increasingly 
asking that these efforts be driven by the com-
munity and serve the neighborhood rather than 
promoting gentrification and displacement. 

The extension of existing facilities and the 
implementation of additional will result in an 
increase in pollution, particularly from diesel 
trucks, which are particularly detrimental because 
they are located near to Zapata Elementary 
School. Diesel fine particle emissions have been 
related to an increase in cancer, heart illness, 
and respiratory disease. According to a study 
conducted by Little Village North Lawndale High 
School, this neighborhood is already subject to 
considerable truck traffic. In five hours, students 
tallied 552 trucks.

Elevated lead levels were also discovered in the 
soil on the property, with amounts exceeding 
1000 ppm in three spots. The EPA’s lead limit 
is 400 parts per million in play areas and 1250 
parts per million in other locations. As you can 
see, the valuated regions are exceedingly un-
safe and toxic, and they are not good for the 
community. According to studies, even small 
amounts of lead consumed or inhaled can harm 
young children’s brains, resulting in learning dif-
ficulties, aggression, and criminal behavior later 
in life. According to most scientists, there is no 
such thing as a safe level of exposure.

Minority communities on the West and South 
Sides of Chicago are the most vulnerable to
toxic air pollution and other environmental 
health dangers in the city. The findings of the 
Chicago study demonstrate that neighborhoods 
with high numbers of African American and 
Latino populations are most affected by air, 
water, and land pollution, extending from the 
deep South Side to Little Village, Pilsen, and 
McKinley Park on the West and Southwest Sides.

1.“Zapata Academy Annex.” PBC Chicago, 6 Apr. 2021, https://pbcchicago.com/projects/zapata-elementary-school-annex/
 
2.Camarillo, Emmanuel. “Little Village Residents Rally, March against Pollution Year after Botched Implosion.” Times, Chicago 
Sun-Times, 11 Apr. 2021, https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/4/11/22378791/little-village-residents-rally-march-against-pol-
lution-year-after-botched-implosion. 

3.EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, https://www.epa.gov/il/environmental-issues-chicagos-little-village-pilsen-neigh-
borhoods. 
 
4.Yeo, Sophie. “Chicago’s Mexican Immigrants Are Fighting Toxic Air Pollution-Again.” Pacific Standard, Pacific Standard, 4 
Apr. 2018, https://psmag.com/environment/chicagos-mexican-immigrants-are-fighting-toxic-air-pollution-again. 
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Park Accessibility in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Nature as a place of borders, policing, and inaccessibility.
Jake Tiernan

INTRODUCTION

In 1861 King Charles II of England ceded land South-
west of New Jersey to William Penn in order to repay 
a debt owed to his father. A devout quaker, Penn 
promptly began to plan a city based on quaker ideals 
of equality, regardless of race or gender, alongside 
surveyor general Thomas Holme.  Central to this vi-
sion was a rectangular street grid in which a publicly 
accessible greenspace would sit at the center of each 
block. 
The result was Philadelphia, a city in which, even to-
day, 95% of all residents live within walking distance 
of a public park. But, while Penn’s vision of equal 
access was realized, his vision of equality within those 

spaces was not. Residents in low-income neighbor-
hoods within Philadelphia have 17% less access to 
park space per-person than the city median, while 
residents in high income neighborhoods have 43% 
more than the city median.2 Similarly, parks in majori-
ty non-white census tracts receive less investment as 
well as higher rates of litter.3

To understand this phenomenon, however, we must 
look past Philadelphia and to the intensely racialized, 
class-based history of parks and nature in the U.S. at 
large.

Statistics on Parks in Philadelphia, the Trust for Public Land. 

CONTEXT

Divisions of city and nature extend beyond forests 
and rivers, and to the people who inhabit them. 
Rhetoric pushed by champions of parks and conser-
vation within America in the 20th century, such as 
Teddy Roosevelt and Aldo Leopold, promoted a view 
in which non-white, non-landing owning, urban dwell-
ing people could not appreciate the sublime beauty 
of nature, as they were either too primitive or lacked 
the moral fiber to do so. This rhetoric can be traced 
in how and where cities have historically invested in 
their parks, Philadelphia included. In turn, how people 
use and experience their outdoor spaces showcases 
the pervasiveness of this rhetoric even now.

ISSUES

It is a commonly held belief that “nature is for ev-
eryone”, and that the primary obstacle to entering 
greenspace is simply proximity to it. However, in truth, 
accessibility to the outdoors extends far beyond 
proximity.  
	
In 1912, Virginia passed its first hunting regulation, 
known as the Moncure and Rutherfoord Bill. The bill, 
which introduced the need for a hunting license to 
hunt various game species, stated its intent to “keep-
(s) out of the fields a class that should not, under any 
circumstances, have the right to hunt,”. This class, as 
specified, was “a multitude of town and negro loafers, 
forcing them to legitimate pursuits during the hunting 
season.”4. 

	
Far from an isolated incident within the American his-
tory of parks and recreation, the Moncure and Ruth-
erfoord act was emblematic of its guiding principles. 
Figures that loomed larger than life such as Teddy 
Roosevelt and Gregory Pinchot spoke blatantly of 
their support for eugenics, believing that the most im-
portant aspect of conservation was the “conservation 
of the racial stock itself,”. Similarly, Madison Grant, 
founder of the National Parks Service, released his 
book The Passing of the Great Race in 1916; a book 
so vile, Adolf Hitler referred to it as “my bible.” Within 
the context of nature in America, the outdoors exist-
ed as a place dictated by race and class.5. Those who 
were not wealthy and not white were not welcome. 
This conception of the outdoors as a heavily border-
ized and policed space trickled from the top, perme-

ating and twisting William Penn’s vision for the City 
of Brotherly Love. This is seen nowhere more clearly 
than in two of Philadelphia’s largest parks, Wissa-
hickon and Fairmount. Both among the largest urban 
forests in the country, Wissahickon sits nestled in 
Manayunk, a historically white neighborhood in Phil-
adelphia. Fairmount, on the other hand, sits amidst a 
collection of historically Black neighborhoods. Within 
historic redlining maps of Philadelphia, areas around 
Wissahickon are marked for major investment. Areas 
around Fairmount are red. 
	
It is of little surprise, then, that this trend largely holds 
true today. Wissahickon, boasting 91% white visitor 
attendance despite Philadelphia being a 55.2% 
non-white city, has received two major renovations in 
the past five years.6 Streets surrounding it are large-
ly green on the Philadelphia litter index suggesting 
little, if any, trash. Fairmount Park, by contrast, has 
just begun the planning of its first restoration project 
in years. It is a regular site for illegal dumping and a 

Parks in relation to litter index scores, with green being cleanly 
streets and red indicating uncleanly streets. 

Credit: https://www.tpl.org/city/philadelphia-pennsylvaniariculture-philadelphia-plan-garden-plots-20190320.

Philadelphia Redlining 
Map. 

Credit: https://philadelphiaency-
clopedia.org/archive/redlining/
holc-map-philadlephia-1932/

1.“William Penn’S Philadelphia Plan | The Cultural Landscape Foundation”. 2021. Tclf.Org. https://tclf.org/
landscapes/william-penn-philadelphia-plan.
2. “Everyone Should Have A Park Within A 10-Minute Walk Of Home.”. 2021. The Trust For Public Land. 
https://www.tpl.org/city/philadelphia-pennsylvania.
3. “Sanitation Solutions: How Hidden Cameras Became Philly’S Fiercest Weapon In The War On Dumping”. 
2021. WHYY. https://whyy.org/articles/sanitation-solutions-how-hidden-cameras-became-phillys-fiercest-

Fairmount 
Park

Wissahickon 
Park

Fairmount 
Park

Wissahickon 
Park

4. Giltner, Scott E. 2010. Hunting And Fishing In The New South. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.
5. Muñoz, David. 2020. “Antiracism In Conservation”. Presentation, The Pennsylvania State University, , 2020.
6. Melamed, Samantha. 2020. “Philadelphia Keeps Clearing Homeless Encampments. But Who Is Being Helped?”. Philadelphia Inquirer. https://www.inquirer.com/news/encampment-clearing-homeless-philadelphia-ben-frank-



mecca for those experiencing homelessness in the 
area; usually longtime residents who are subsequent-
ly forcefully removed heavy police presence unseen 
in Wissahickon.7  Furthermore, these police exist as 
a precinct specifically dedicated to Fairmount Park, 
created under Mayor Rizzo in the 1960’s. Something 
that Wissahickon does not have.

The conditions in these two parks are endemic to 
Philadelphia. Parks in predominantly non-white 
neighborhoods face greater rates of illegal dumping, 
heavier police presence, and oftentimes less overall 
investment than their white counterparts. Non-white 
residents who choose to venture to parks such as 
Wissahickon are usually met with scrutiny and heavy 
discomfort. 

OUTCOMES

In light of an outdoors park system heavily disinvest-
ed in and policed based on race, accessibility became 
more than just an issue of proximity to the green 
space itself. The result is a self-defeating cycle, in 
which Philadelphia, like so many other cities, invests 
its funds into the most heavily trafficked parks: parks 
in predominantly white neighborhoods. Parks divest-
ed in in non-white communities than largely become 
unused and abandoned, as they offer little to the 
communities they are supposed to serve. 

CONCLUSION 

Faced overwhelmingly with spaces made inaccessi-
ble to them both through disinvestment and policing, 
Philadelphia’s non-white communities rallied through 
creating a series of enclave spaces in which they 
could re-negotiate their relations to the outdoors on 
their own terms. As defined by Catherine Squires in 
her piece “Redefining the Black Public Sphere”, en-
clave spaces are spaces created out of necessity, of-
ten forced there in light of repressive regimes. Within 
the outdoors in Philadelphia, these spaces arise in 
the disinvested communities around them, creating 
a gathering place for those communities to reclaim 
their identity and voice in the outdoors away from 
the oppressive regime of typical American outdoors 
culture. 

In Order: (1) Wissahickon Park during the Fall, (2) 
Encampments of Those Experiencing Homelessness in 
Fairmount Park, and (3) A Police Cruiser from Fair-
mount Park’s Police Precinct.

Image Caption:  On Fletcher Street, a short distance from Fairmount Park’s East Side, sits the Fletcher Street 
Urban Riding Club. Created in the 1980’s as a way for founder Ellis Ferrell to share his love of horse back riding, 
it has evolved into a beloved community program that allows the mostly Black neighborhood of Strawberry Man-
sion to renegotiate their experience in the outdoors amongst the streets of Philadelphia rather than the heavily 
disinvested parks around them. 

Credit: http://fsurc.com/7. 2021. Fow.Org. https://fow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/My-Park-Counts-User-Survey-1.pdf.



Image Caption:  Found in the primarily Black neighborhood of Kingsessing along the Schuykill River, Bartram’s 
Garden once sat as a disinvested green space surrounded by Philadelphia’s trash facilities and an oil refinery.
This was until the local community in Bartram’s Village created a robust farming program to meet their needs 
for fresh produce, creating a rich series of programs centered around mutual aid and culturally grounded in 
the African Diaspora. Named Sankofa Farm, it roughly translates to “it is not wrong to go back and get what 
is at risk of being lost.” Within this space, the neighborhoods relationship to the outdoors is governed entirely 
through a non-Western, non-white pedagogy, allowing the community to reclaim their space on their terms. 

Furthermore, the residents from Bartram’s Garden have worked to create a boat house within their community. 
Kept from the Schuykill River for years due to extreme pollution levels, the boat house allows the community 
to re-negotiate their relation with the water through acitivies such as teaching children to build and pilot their 
own boats, interacting with the water directly down the street instead of being forced to participate at the 
hyper-commercialized boat house row. 

Credit: https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inquirer.com%2Fscience%2Fclimate%2Furban-farm-ag- Credit: https://newsblog.drexel.edu/2015/10/14/drexel-snapshot-designing-and-building-phillys-first-public-boathouse/



Dirtbikes in Philadelphia is immensely popular throughout Philadelphia, especially in disenfranchised, minority 
neighborhoods. It allows participants to reclaim and participate in outdoor space in a culturally unique way.

Produce sold from the Sankofa Community Garden

La Finquita was an urban farm in the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia that co-opted a lot owned by 
absentee landlord to grow food for their neighborhood. 

Fletcher Street Urban Riding Club - Child Says Hi to the Horses

Credit: https://whyy.org/articles/how-one-urban-farm-was-lost-la-finquitas-finale/drexel-snapshot-designing-and-build-Credit: https://whyy.org/articles/how-one-urban-farm-was-lost-la-finquitas-finale/drexel-snapshot-designing-and-build-

Credit: https://www.bartramsgarden.org/explore-bartrams/the-farm/ing-phillys-first-public-boathouse%2F&psig=AOvVaw38b- Credit: https://billypenn.com/2020/11/29/philly-urban-cowboys-fletcher-street-ellis-ferrell-strawberry-mansion-idris-el-



Sankofa Farm Community Garden Sign
Credit: https://www.businessyab.com/explore/united_states/pennsylvania/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/kingsessing/sankofa_community_farm_at_bartrams_garden.



A member of the Fletcher Street Urban Riding Club stops by to visit his friends while on a 
ride. 

Credits: https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2017/02/fletcher-street-riding-club/515520/
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