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Juvenile Justice – Basic Statistics   *LINKS ON LAST PAGE 
1. Is juvenile (violent) crime in this country increasing or decreasing in this country? What is your evidence?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Are juvenile arrest rates increasing or decreasing in this country? What is your evidence?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. Is the overall juvenile “delinquency” caseload increasing or decreasing in this country? What is your evidence?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
4. For crimes committed by juveniles, what is the most common type of crime that is committed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
5. How many states currently have laws that make it easier to try juveniles as adults? How young do you have to be in Kansas or Vermont to be sent to adult court for serious crimes?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
“Adult Time For Adult Crimes?”

6. What are two arguments given for why juveniles should be sent to adult courts?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
7. What are two arguments given for why juveniles should not be sent to adult courts and stay in juvenile court?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
What Works (What It Takes to Rehabilitate Troubled Youth)
8. What does the juvenile system do well? Be specific and list at least three things it does well, based on the different opinions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
9. What are some changes that are proposed by these different judges and lawyers for how to fix the juvenile system. Be specific and list at least three changes/fixes, based on the different opinions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Is the System Racially Biased?
10. What are some arguments for why more African Americans and Latinos/Hispanics are more likely to be tried as adults than whites?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
11. At the bottom of the page are some “Sources” – using those “Sources,” what do the numbers tell you about the differences between whites and non-whites (i.e. African Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, etc.) and how they are treated in court.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
The Reasons for Treating Juveniles Differently

12. What are three reasons for why a 14-year-old offender (someone that commits a crime) should be treated differently than a 24-year-old offender? Be specific, and use the different opinions of the lawyers and judges to write your answer.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection Questions

13. Now that you’ve finished, do you think the juvenile justice system is working the way it is supposed to? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

14. After completing this WebQuest, have you changed your mind from the beginning of class about whether people under the age of 18 should be given “adult time” for “adult crimes”? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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