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Part I – Multiple Choice – Bubble in correct responses on your scantron

A. THE LAST LECTURE

1. What is the purpose of the “Last Lecture” tradition for college professors?

A. To offer reflections on their personal and professional journeys

B. To be able to speak one more time before they die

C. For teachers to video themselves lecturing for professional growth

D. To elect “the most popular” teacher

2. Even though she had always been his “cheerleader”, why did Professor Pausch’s wife not want him to deliver a last lecture at the university?

A. She did not want her family life made so public

B. Jai was resistant to having their children watch this “last time” their dad spoke in front of students

C. He was dying of pancreatic cancer, and she wanted him to spend his time with his family, not writing a speech.

D. She did not think she could handle it emotionally and did not want to cry on her birthday. 

3. Why did Jai finally give in and agree that Randy could give the Last Lecture at Carnegie Mellon?

a. They would receive a lucrative (rich) pay for the lecture

b. The publishing company agreed to publish it as a book after the lecture

c. She wanted to be on the “Diane Sawyer” show giving an interview

d. Randy decided to make the speech a legacy to his children

4. The professor decided that he did not want the lecture to center on his pancreatic cancer, but to center on what two things instead?

a. Living and what made him unique.

b. Why he as a successful professor and the schools he enjoyed

c. What he loved about Carnegie Melon & did not like about Disney

d. Why he wanted to be an astronaut & an NFL player 

5. What did Randy Pausch decide made him unique?

a. That he had fulfilled his childhood dreams and goals

b. That he was a success despite his parents

c. That he loved his family but loved his work more

d. That he did not like public speaking but was a teacher 

6. When you think of a speech, words come to mind.  What is unusual about the “speech” that Randy Pausch prepared?

a. He did not incorporate any video/pictures

b. He had used hundreds of pictures in his speech

c. He did not rely on imagery to relay a message

d. He used 1,987 specific examples of similes

7. What is “The Elephant in the Room” that Randy Pausch introduces at the beginning of his speech?

a. The fact that he had cancer and only months to live

b. The fact the Jai did not want him to give the lecture

c. That the Dean & President of university did not approve his speech

d. That he was in fact not really qualified to teach virtual reality 

8. How does Randy demonstrate to his audience that right now he is still in relatively good health?

a. He shows pictures of him playing football

b. He has his doctor speak before him

c. He does push-ups on stage

d. He shows his X-Rays

9. Which of the following was NOT a place or project Randy worked?

a. Carnegie Melon

b. University of Virginia

c. Disney

d. Star Wars movies

10. How did showing the CT scans and demonstrating his good health get Randy Pausch’s speech off to a good start?

a. It helped people understand all the details about pancreatic cancer

b. It allowed for the medical doctors at Carnegie Melon to have a role in the last lecture

c. It helped release the anxiety the audience was feeling about his cancer

d. None of the above

B.  
REALLY ACHIEVING YOUR CHILDHOOD DREAMS

11. Pausch’s parents did not lavish him with gifts, trips, or niceties of any kind, yet he claims to have won the parent lottery.  Why?

a. They let him paint on all the walls in their home

b. They made him want to be a Virtual Reality expert

c. His family was inquisitive and always seeking knowledge and answers

d. His parents were both college professors so he got good insight

12. Randy Pausch’s father used to say, “Just because you are in the driver’s seat, doesn’t mean you have to run people over.” Explain what he meant by that.

a. Even in a position of strength you have to be fair

b. Even though you “have a license” does not mean you can drive

c. In football, the strongest and tallest are not always the best

d. Even though you are smarter there is always someone more intelligent 

13. Randy’s mother’s appraisal of him as a child is that he was “alert”.  Randy felt that because she did not lavish him with praise, what did she do for him?

a. Kept him from being “cocky” or self-absorbed

b. Made him want to be a professor

c. Made him realize he could not play in the NFL

d. Got him the connection to work for EA Sports

14. When he was in high school, what unusual thing did Randy’s parents allow him to do to express himself?

a. Play pee-wee football

b. Use the living room table as a spaceship

c. Let him Watch “Star Trek” even when he was too young

d. Paint things that were meaningful to him on the walls of his room

15. Which of the following meaningful things did a young Randy NOT paint on his walls?

a. Quadratic equation, Pandora’s box

b. Elevator, chess pieces, submarine

c. Rocket, Snow White’s mirror

d. A football, stars, planets

16. How did Pausch make it possible for himself to experience zero gravity with his Carnegie Mellon students when they won the plane ride at Johnson Space Center after winning the project?

a. His student team built a virtual reality NASA ship to allow students to fly in

b. He resigned as their faculty advisor and signed on as their hometown journalist promising to publicize

c. He took them on a summer field trip to the Liberty Science Center

d. He had William Shatner (Captain Kirk) speak to them about space

17. What gift is it that Randy Pausch believed Coach Graham bestowed on his players?

a. They all got to play every position at some point

b. The need for a strong, authoritative male role model

c. The learning of fundamentals

d. The importance football has on life

18. Pausch learned that if you are doing something poorly and no one is bothering to tell you about it, that it means what?

a. That means no one noticed yet

b. That you have “been run over” by someone in the drivers seat

c. That you are not a ‘leader” like Captain Kirk

d. They have given up on you

19. How did Pausch almost miss man’s first walk on the moon? What saved the day so that he was able to see it?

a. The camp directors made the campers go to bed because it was getting too late.  His father took a picture of the T.V. screen.

b. His parents would not let him watch until his homework was done but his older sister helped him

c. Coach Graham kept him late after practice to do push ups, but an assistant coach let him go

d. None of the above

20. Describe how Randy Pausch achieved his goal related to the World Book Encyclopedia.  Be specific.

a. He was asked to write the section on Virtual Reality

b. His last lecture would be included under “L”

c. World Book would not publish him so he wrote for Wikipedia

d. None of the above

21. What did he find disappointing about this achievement?

a. That no one uses an encyclopedia

b. They would not publish an “online version”

c. No one ever checked or questioned what he wrote

d. None of the above

22. Even though he was not the smartest on board the Starship Enterprise, what was it about Captain Kirk that Pausch admired?

a. His ability to manipulate a resume

b. His leadership abilities

c. His ability to manage the technology on the ship

d. His public speaking skills

23. Pausch learns about the willingness to take a chance in the face of the unknown when one of his deans permits him to take a sabbatical to work where doing what?

a. At DisneyLand working as an Imagineer

b. A creator of EA Sports

c. Inventing Pixar with Steve Jobs

d. Working as a professor in Virtual Reality

24. What did Randy Paush teach?

A. Chemistry

B. Computer science

C. English

D. Neurology

25. Randy trained a tech engineer, who moved on to help create which type of film? 
A. Star Trek

B. Star Wars

C. Space Jam

D. E.T.

26. What is the first serious problem that Jai and Randy tackle together to find that they work well as a team?

A. The premature birth of their son, Dylan.


B. When he lost his job at Virgina University

C. When he was diagnosed with cancer

D. When he lost his job at Carnegie Melon

27.  Randy is thankful for his “Dutch Uncle” Andy van Dam. According to Randy, what is it that a Dutch Uncle does to help one succeed?

A. Got him an internship at EA


B. Helped him create ALICE

C. Care enough to tell one tough-love things one needs to hear.

D. Got him into the NASA program

28. What is the “head fake” about Alice, the animation creation software that Pausch helped create?

A. That he was not the original developer


B. Students are actually learning computer programming.     

C. That users already knew how to program virtual reality

D. ALICE is not about the Disney character

29. Why does Randy admire Jackie Robinson?  

A. He chose to play in Brooklyn rather then Los Angeles 


B. He was better then the white players who were trained in minor leagues     

C. He never complained despite racism he endured 

D. He refused to sign the “low level”/money contract offered to teenagers

30. What does Randy Pausch reveal about his academic career for the first time during his Last Lecture?

A. That he was rejected when he applied to Carnegie Melon


B. That he should have used Naviance     

C. That he exaggerated his teaching experience to get a the Carnegie job
D. That he never got his PHD but when “you bring something to the table” no one will say anything
PART II – Short Answer (20 pts, 10 pts each)

1. E12 Themes – The extended paragraph requires you to utilize your knowledge of the book, specific text evidence & analysis. Choose one of the following English 12 thematic concepts and explain how it is connected to, discussed in, displayed throughout the last lecture by citing at least two (2) specific passages from the Pauschs’ Last Lecture. Your response should include a summation/explanation of passage, its relevance to the thematic concept, and a connection (text to self, world, text, etc).

- Family & Friends Relationship Dynamics

- Identity Formation 

- Achieving Dreams 

- Overcoming Obstacles

- Responsibility & Accountability
