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Lesson 1 — “Love: the fine print”
Text Translation (English)

A radio station wanted to pick out a married couple! who are the most loving. After
comparing, there were 3 couples who entered the finals?.

The panel® asked the first couple to tell them how they are loving. The wife said,
years ago she was completely paralyzed4, and the doctor said the possibility of her
ever standing up again is slim. All the others thought that her husband would divorce
her, and she also contemplated suicide. But her husband kept on encouraging her,
looked for countless hospitals for her®, and took care for her for years as if it were a
day, and never complained. Under the care and effort of her husband, finally she stood
up again. Her story were very moving®, all the judges were deeply touched after
hearing it.

Then enter the second couple, they said, in over ten years of married life, they have
never gotten red-faced or fought over anything, always loving each other, respecting
each other. After hearing it, the judges nodded quietly’.

It's the third couple’s turn8, but no one showed up?® for a long time. The judges

1—3KZEF: W =aparnk=3K; E=FF

2 NE: “E” was formerly written as “”, lit. side door to a palace. A\l lit. means entering a
closed quarter. Nowadays it means entering the finals, or qualifying rounds of a competition.

3R MEBIYFMZEZRASR (evaluating committee), th AT IAZYFMNZ R~ (evaluating committee
member).

+ 25 2EGMR., R 28, BISREEERT.

5 N T ZDRERR: AE1ZD (one does not know how many) = countless

6 A TEARED

7HERE: “BEARNBEREIREY, RE. ERERXE, ‘BIENEERIZEFE", on the quiet.

8 B F|: #EHIR = it’'s your turn. % = %+ = wheel. Imagine a roulette wheel, when it stops
spinning, if it points at you, it’s your “turn”.

9 ROLA: lit. [we] don’t see anyone
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started to lose patience'?, so they walked out to see just what's going on'!. Look,2
the third couple is still sitting outside the door, the man’s head leaning on the woman’s
shoulder, having fallen asleep. A judge wanted to go forward and shout at the guy
awake, but the woman stretched out her finger and made a shushing gesture, then
carefully took out a pen and paper from her purse, wrote a line of crooked text with her
left hand, and handed to the judge. And her right shoulder allowed her husband’s head
to lean on the whole time. The judges saw what's written on the note'3: Don’t make a
sound, he didn’t sleep well yesterday night. A judge lift the pen and wrote a sentence
after her words'#: But ma’am, we have to hear your (lit. you couple) relating'® [your
story]! The woman wrote again: We just won'’t participate any more then.

Everyone was shocked, how could it be that'6, this woman would rather give up the
opportunity so as not to disturb her husband’s sleep! But the panel still decided not to
rush them for now, but rather wait a while longer.

After a while, the man woke up. The judges asked him why he was that tired. The
man embarrassingly smiled and said: “My home is17 on the first floor, there are lots of
mosquitos. Yesterday midnight, | was woken up by a mosquito bite'®, and | was afraid
that my wife would be woken up again by the noise, so | spent the second half of the
night repelling mosquitos for her.

A=

10 ZFHLEARMIM: Note the structure V+1F+result. They waited so long that they got a bit
impatient. See grammar 3.16.2 and 4.15.2

C'J=xC . = AN ==

11 5RE: In grammar 4.20.3, we learned that X = = Fl[i€ = “what in the world?” “V)"RE

/NGIIZ  AS/NpgIT

means to investigate just what really is going on: BT RE, TTMRE, BETRE

12 JOL: When you just finished doing something, and then immediately something new enters
your sight, you can start the sentence with K 0......

13 48%%: lit. paper slip.
“HEE: MEEEIENRES,

15 §A : to tell a story. Here it means the act of telling. Chinese verbs can often function like
nouns. To learn more about the flexible use of Chinese words, the “Difficult Points” video in the
HSK 4 course, under Lesson 5, Text 3.

16 B8R: ME“ESR”, See grammar 5.01.3.

17 BHRE—#: “FFRIE(E)” is a set phrase that means “my home is located at”. FELZR{ETEIL
. RRMEZRMNE, RSEM)IL?

18 IRINFOTEE 70 #UNFIT T, EEFEET . “NT” only means to sting (with a thorn) not bite
(with a mouth). The result of 17 is 2 (to wake up).
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The final result was, the radio station added two awards, awarding the first couple as
“couple sharing trials”, the second couple as “respectful couple”, but the real “most
loving couple” award was given to the third couple.

Modified from Jinri Wenzhai'®

19 (S HXIE) , meaning “today’s digest”, can be read here: http://www.todayabc.com/



http://www.todayabc.com/

