
TODAYW W W . P H I L I P W H I T E M A S T E R C L A S S . C O M

http://graphicriver.net/user/goashape


COMPOSITION



1
I’M GOING TO BREAKDOWN MY 

INCREDIBLY SIMPLE METHOD OF 
COMPOSING SHOTS. 

THE RULES I’VE FOLLOWED FOR 10 YEARS 
WITHOUT CHANGE. 

I’LL EXPLAIN HOW TO EASILY 
INCORPORATE THESE INTO YOUR WORK.

WHAT’S COVERED?



F I R S T  T H I N G SFIRST
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1
COMPOSITION NEEDS TO BE INSTINCTIVE 

LEARN TO FILL YOUR FRAME WITHOUT THINKING 

TIME SPENT OVERTHINKING COMPOSITION WILL 
KILL YOUR CREATIVITY IN OTHER AREAS 

WE’RE NOT SHOOTING A MOVIE 

LET ME EXPLAIN…………..

FIRST THINGS TO UNDERSTAND



I ONLY SHOOT WITH ONE LENS. I’VE USE THE SAME LENS FOR 10 YEARS. 

THIS MEANS I UNDERSTAND IT. I KNOW WHAT I GET, EVEN BEFORE I LOOK. 

THE LENS IS JUST AN EXTENSION OF MY EYES. 

IMAGINE DOING THIS WITH A ZOOM OR 5 OTHER LENSES?  

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO ALWAYS COMPOSE WELL WHEN YOU HAVE THIS MUCH CHOICE. 1
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EVERY DECISION THAT I’LL EXPLAIN IN THE MASTERCLASS IS LINKED. 

SIMPLICITY DOESN’T JUST = SPEED 

SIMPLICITY BRINGS A GREATER QUALITY TO YOUR WORK. 

1
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H O L LY W O O D  V  W E D D I N G SH VW
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Ruleoft
RULE OF THIRDS

THE RULE OF THIRDS IS PRETTY MUCH HOW EVERY 

MOVIE APPROACHES COMPOSITION. 

HOWEVER……. HERE’S THE KEY POINT 

WE NEED A WAY TO SIMPLIFY THE PROCESS. 

WEDDINGS ARE LIVE EVENTS - NOT HOLLYWOOD 

MOVIES. 



“ T H E  R U L E  O F  T H I R D S  I S  A  C O N C E P T  I N  V I D E O  A N D  F I L M  P R O D U C T I O N   
I N  W H I C H  T H E  F I L M  I S  D I V I D E D  I N T O  N I N E  I M A G I N A R Y  S E C T I O N S .  

T H I S  C R E A T E S  R E F E R E N C E  P O I N T S  W H I C H   

A C T S  A S  G U I D E S  F O R  F R A M I N G  T H E  I M A G E . ”  
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“ P O I N T S ,  O R  L I N E S  O F  I N T E R E S T ,  S H O U L D  O C C U R   
A T  1 / 3  O R  2 / 3  O F  T H E  W A Y  U P  O R  A C R O S S  T H E  F R A M E ,   

R A T H E R  T H A N  I N  T H E  C E N T R E . ”  
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T H I N K  Y O U  C O U L D  
A P P LY  T H I S  T O  Y O U R  

W E D D I N G  S H O T S ?  



NOW E ’ R E  N O T  M A K I N G  A  H O L L Y W O O D  M O V I E



YESW E  C A N  S I M P L I F Y  T H E  P R O C E S S



WE DON’T HAVE A DIRECTOR OF 

PHOTOGRAPHY, WE DON’T HAVE 

REHEARSALS AND FOR THE MOST PART, WE 

CAN’T TELL PEOPLE WHERE TO STAND. 



JUST USE THE VERTICAL 

SECTIONS



                     ONE                                                       TWO                                                   THREE



ALWAYS DIVIDE THE FRAME 

INTO THREE



PLACE YOUR 

SUBJECTS INTO 

ZONES



CENTER



MULTIPLE



REMEM
BER

R E M E M B E R  T H I S  I S N ’ T  A  H U G E  D E C I S I O N  M A K I N G  P R O C E S S  



REMEM
BER

I  C O M P O S E  W I T H O U T  M U C H  T H O U G H T



I KNOW WHAT SHOT  

I’M GOING TO GET  

BECAUSE I ALWAYS  

USE THE SAME  

FOCAL LENGTH. 



COMPOSITION 

BECOMES 

INSTINCTIVE 



SIMPLIFY THE PROCESS 



C R E A T E  C O N V E R S A T I O N SCREATE
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C
THIS IS A REALLY SIMPLE TECHNIQUE TO APPLY 

TO YOUR EDITS THAT WILL MAKE YOUR FILMS 

LOOK SO MUCH MORE CINEMATIC. 

WE’RE GONNA USE THE SAME 3 ZONE APPROACH 

CREATING CONVERSATIONS



POSITIONING OUR  

CHARACTERS ON THE  

LEFT OR RIGHT 

FACING INWARDS 



GIVES THE 

ILLUSION 

OF  

CONVERSATION 



EVEN IF THE 

PEOPLE 

WEREN’T 

TOGETHER 



A REALLY 

SIMPLY TRICK 

THAT WILL MAKE 

YOUR FILMS 

LOOK MORE 

MOVIE LIKE 



#TIP ONE 

RE-ORDER CLIPS 

IN THE EDIT 

SO THEY FLOW 

FROM 

LEFT TO RIGHT 

RIGHT TO LEFT 



LEFT 

TO 

RIGHT 



RIGHT  

TO  

LEFT 



#TIP TWO 

REVERSE / FLIP CLIPS  

IF YOU NEED TO   



SIMPLER E M E M B E R  A L L  O F  T H E S E  O F  P O I N T S  A R E  I N C R E D I B L Y  S I M P L E



SIMPLET H E Y ’ R E  I N S T I N C T I V E  A N D  T A K E  N O  E X T R A  T I M E  A T  T H E  W E D D I N G



SUMMARY 

MASTER ONE PRIME LENS UNTIL IT BECOMES INSTINCTIVE. 

USE THE RULE OF THIRDS BUT ONLY WITHOUT THE HORIZONTAL LINES. 

DIVIDE YOUR FRAME INTO THREE ZONES. 

CREATE CONVERSATIONS. 

RE-ORDER AND MANIPULATE DIRECTION IN THE EDIT. 1
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