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Your Brilliant Writing Year
January 9, 2020



You're in the right
place if...

* You are a writer. A creator of novels,
blogs, articles...even podcasts.

* |f you want to know how to choose (and
write) your projects for 2020 both on
your plate and in your dreams?

* If you struggle with being overwhelmed
by ALL OF IT.

* If you want to know you’re investing in
the right projects, activities,
relationships.




Learn how to discover your core values--and create
a vision based on those values!

* Discover how to evaluate which projects are BEST
for you, your vision and your career. And how to

) find the GREAT over the GOOD.
What we’re j .
* Create a Time Budget--and discover how to

ta | kl N g l bO U t increase productivity!

. ) * Learn a powerful strategy for getting words on the
tO N |ght ‘ page...and a book written in a month!

* From Dreaming to Doing...guided steps on how to
create a doable "to-do" lists, and how to nail those
tasks! (and de-clutter your brain!)

Where to go from there!



Many of us crucify ourselves
between two thieves - regret
for the past and fear of the
future.

Fulton Oursler



. the things we
“should” do to earn
living and the
things that bring us

joy...

-










MY STORY...




HOW ARE WE LIVING
OUR LIVES IN SYNC WITH
WHO GOD CREATED US
TO BE?






By knowing Who we are.
What we are good at.
Following our passions.
Fulfilling our purpose.
Living by our VALUES



It’s about living each day aligned with your values. And yes, reaching for something, but
realizing that it’s okay if you don’t get there...as long as you’ve walked without regrets.

t's not about
getting things

do n e What if you didn’t get that remodeling project done?
What if you didn’t get your garden planted or your closet cleaned? (just keepin’ it real)
But...along the way, you discovered a God who loves you and a better way to love
others? You went to bed every night without regrets.
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How we spend { .
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Let’s start by talking about YOU.
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What are you passionate about?

What are your strongest beliefs?
What are you willing to die for?
How would you describe yourself?



|deas!

Create a WORD board

Truth  Storyteller

a{c&ﬂmqu& Friends

Family Grace

Outdoors



Create a WHO Board
WHAT MATTERS TO
YOU?
(WHY!)



Now, let’s look at how you live your daily values.




What is values Based
planning?
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Values based planning taps into the core of
your being to prioritize those things that
make you wholly you, aligning your daily life
with the eternal soul inside.

So, we'll call them Daily Values.




Living by our values
gives us peace.

e That ugly feeling you get inside when you
don’t live by your values is your spirit telling

you to get yourself untangled and back in
line with your values!
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How do you spend your money?

* Take a look at your spending
over the past year (or even 5
years).

 What are your biggest non-
essential categories?

* What values do your categories
reflect?

m Vacation

m Gifts

Sales

o

m Entertainment m House upgrades = Education

m Giving m Personal Styling



How do you spend your
free time?

* If you had a weekend off and could do anything, how would
you spend it? (even if you don’t do it now!)
*  What values does my time spent reflect?

* What | do: Clean the house, home repair, go out with
friends, read.

* Creativity, Adventure, Relationships

What I'd like to do: Cook a gourmet dinner at home,
go kayaking or some adventure during the day, have
friends over.

* Creativity, Adventure, Relationships

&
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What are your three favorite movies? What are
the themes of these movies and how do they
intersect? (second chances!)




What like themes do you see expressed
in the preceding value assessment?

* Faith

* Family

* Marriage

* Friends

e Nudge the World (Writing/Investing in the lives of others)
* Financial independence

e Health

e Sub-values:
* Personal Growth
* Creativity
* Second Chances
e Adventure
* Loyalty




How well do I live by my values currently?

Miracle Morning
Business/Craft Reading
Writing

Dinner with Drew
Teaching
Chatting with kids

1 hour
30 mins

6 hours

1 hour
1 hour

1 hour

What’s missing? HEALTH! ®

Faith
Financial Independence/Writing

Financial
Independence/Faith/Nudge!

Marriage
Nudge the World/Friends
Family/Nudge the World ©



Nudge the

.%( World

What are

Marriage

your values?

o
o
°{o

Financial

Independence




Define your
Values to help
you set your
course.







What did you LOVE doing?
What did you HATE? 4
ities do you gre
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What projects made you the
What projects weren’t wor
jects did you love

et
If you're a writer...
Look through what you wrote last year
" (all the bodies of work).

. What did you love best?
What did you struggle with? (why?)



What new
opportunities do
you want to
pursue this year?







Christiansen
Family
Christmas

Screen Alaska
play Boys

Deep Haven

Time to align your Spinoff?

writing goals with

your values!

(Military
series)

Crm'b; Yoy owh priorities qurt {:rvm \,,our\/a(’ues, %vam?.
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Create your own priorities chart from your
Values Board:

found in this fruitful? complete?
project?

Screenplay 8 1 5 14
Deep Haven Spinoff 7 9 4 20
Montana Fire Trilogy 5 7 6 18

Time Travel 9 9 8 26

Alaska Boys 9 9 7 25

The Strong 8 9 6 23

Winner Winner Chicken Dinner!



The scoring
system

100K Novel Novella Newsletter 60K Novel

Use the scoring system to help you find the activities
that generate the most bang for your time
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Because |

value...l will

= Because | value writing, | will...

e Write a new series to reach a bigger
audience.

e 5 books
e Time travel

= | his value also includes:

e Second Chances!

e Family! (I’'m writing it with my son!)
e Friends! (I'm also writing it with a friend!)
e Nudge the world —a new audience!

e CREATIVITY and learning new things (a sub
value of minel)
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Life Motto/\Verse:

Writing Business

WHAT ARE YOUR
VALUE-BASED GOALS
FOR THE YEAR?

Finances Relationships







Our greatest weakness lies in
giving up. The most certain
way to succeed is always to try
just one more time.

Thomas A. Edison



You can master your
time...

but it doesn’t have to

be a noose!



Mastering your time
IS about
understanding how
yYou use It...




Vincent Van Gogh



Jeb's Pleay f, 2020

\«wtls 'b:ﬂc dpout yolr Writing l\abits

How many writing sessions do ygu have per day? Per week?

How many words/scenes can you write during that writing session?

Look at your average word count per writing session. How many words or scenes can you write

Let’s get honest about
how much writing time A—————
we have!

\et's create a puw isl\ihq s‘tm‘teq'u}
What book(s) do you want to wrie?”

Th e n’ b ra i n Sto r m a Would they be more suited for tradtional or inde publishing?
St ra te gy ! What is the prajected length of each book?

Could you combine two or more for a collection or series? What about a free book?

How much time do you spend for professional growth and expanding your fan base?




e DI IIY
o the creative ‘
math

What is the projected length of the
book/blog/podcast, etc. you want to
create?

How much can you accomplish in one
creative session?

How many sessions do you need to block
out to create that project?

e.g. 20 chapter book/1 scene per session

2 scenes per chapter = 40 sessions/writing
blocks



Create a time budget template — using Power Blocks

Weekly Affirmation:
"rond: S;a:l:um?alﬁ
READING
MISC PROJECTS
Sunday

PREP FOR CLASS

EDITING

Dinner: Dinner: Dinner: Dinner: Dinner:

Exercise: Exercise: Exercise: Exercise: Exercise:







Set a personal
deadline!




What it might look like:

A 3-book contemporary

1 Historical: est. length 100K romantic/suspense series: 60K

2 writing sessions/week, @ 2500 e 3 writing sessions (2 on Saturdays,
words per writing session. one on Tuesday nights) @ 2000

« 5000 words/week. words each session

* 25 weeks to completion. (rough * 6000 words/week.
draft) * 10 weeks to completion.

* 25 weeks to rewrite, edit, polish * 5 more weeks for rewriting, editing
and pitch. and proofing.

* 50 weeks total = 1 book/year * 15 weeks total x 3= 45 weeks.

* 3 books a year (and you get nearly
2 months off!)



My Trick!
| always write 20 chapters books

60K books @ 20 chapters/book = 3000 words a chapter
(2 scenes/chapter)
1 scene per work session= 40 work sessions
2 hours/work session = 80 hours

100K books @ 20 chapters/book = 5000 words a chapter
2-3 scenes/chapter = 60 work sessions (120 hours)

20-30 days for Rough Draft
10-20 days for editing



Create a time budget!
Use Power Blocks to
focus!



HOW



Step 1: Clear the clutter!
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Step 2: Power your day!
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What my Monday now looks like:

No panic
It will get done
Enjoy my
allotted writing
time (without
pressure!)
Plenty of white
space!

* | get up and have time for Quiet Time and Exer
| know what I’'m having for dinner

* Block #1: Family errands

* Block #2: Emails, Facebook, blog posts, etc.
* Block #3: Writing time (I can turn off my inter

* Block #4: Writing time
* Dinner
* Evening reading or relaxing



ant to make an impact on the world...with your
With your life.
You’'re a good steward of your talents and skills




Live with Purpose; .
No More Regrets | £

When you sign up for your
brilliant year writing class, you
get the paired 2020 Brilliant
writing Planner for Free!

o Plakes
e St

This planner will help organize
everything that come with a

buys life.
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WRITERS AND CREATIVES

Now: {$39.99

Writing a novel is tough. Life is even tougher.
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You've got a brilliant story to tell and we want
to help you find the time to write it. Secure
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You've just been a part of a
weekly Peptalk from
Novel.Academy



And, it includes

2 ifetime NOVELACADEMY
iscount to MEMBERSHIP

Get Published. Stay Published.
Build a/\\)(/riting Career :

Y;('\\\\O\V\’(

Novel.Academy!




We help authors get CA D E M '
published and stay \
published!

Editing

Productivity b l. h d
Business u I S e '
Marketing
Pitching & Selling

F
A vault of over 200 classes

Feedback!!

Private Facebook group for daily encouragement & networking

Checklists and samples
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Finding Joy When You're Feeling Overwhelmed

with Lisa Jorda

Nowis\/lilj\? the

TR Writer's freart
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A Lifclont

Keep Your Writing on Track
—~ Through the Holidays

Eﬁff@re e Sanity & Self-ga L

with Lisa Jordan

Sad

When deadlines fall during the holidays, here’s how you can
stay focused without sacrificing family time.

ENNEAGRAM

VILLAINS WE
LOVE T0 HATE

Enneagram: You Can’t Be Seen Until You Learn to See

Harmony Triads

With Tari Faris

With Tari Faris

Fans...and
SUPER FANS...
how +o find
+hem and
narture them!

TALINWIID ¢
\VL[\I'ILIN
cubernihrne

A MARKETING GUIDE
TO THE READER JOURNEY
JUPWILAVLNY
FicTaanalne

LWIIWVMEN) EIRANEERE “]

SUPERFANS | SUPERFAN

THE EASY WAY 2 STAND O4T, ROW YOdR. %\\

TRIBE 48 DD A SUCCESSRL HSESS )

what is Marketing?

My Alabaster Box

Daring to dream when it seems futile.

With Tari Faris

Let’s Talk Tropes & Hooks

Special Guest: Melissa Endlich
Senior Editor at Love Inspired
with Lisa Jordan
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E
INORK

CAL NEWPORT

Creating a Reader
Launch Team

with Lisa Jordan
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How to make a novella
giveaway successful for you.

What to expect
when you are
expecting a
book baby?

With Tari Faris ‘/ 1 | Wlth Ta rl FariS
: What do you need to be writing
2 PART SERIES

besides your book?

With Tari Faris

Deeper POV From Sparkte Story

How do you take a story idea and make it a story?

2 PART SERIES

With Tari Faris

With Tari Faris Let's build a

scene!

With Tarl Fars

P Plotting a Category Romance
with Lisa Jordan

™

Turning Rejection Into Acceptance
with Lisa Jordan
From SEQ to HEA, plot a category

romance to maximize your
55k word count.




Feedback
on your
writing!

Marketing
and Career
Advice




Mour dquestions
answered...

by New York Times
bestselling anthor
Rachel Haunck




" Howtobea success
~In Traditionaland
Indie Publishing
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Business Success
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We are committed to your success!
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My Alabaster Box

Daring to dream when it seems futile.

January 16, 2020
7 PM CST

With Tari Faris



Creativity From Chaos

January 23, 2020
7PMCST

. Guest: Allen Arnold
Author|Mentor|Speaker

with Lisa Jordan

“We change the atmosphere when we bring something new into existence through
our presence and gifting. This is true creativity.”

— ALLEN ARNOLD



Have a brilliant writing year!




