35. Present Participles

Lesson in a Nutshell

Present participles are based on the present tense stem.

- Active voice will contain vt or ovoa. They follow the 3-1-3 pattern.
- Middle/passive voice will contain piev. They follow the 2-1-2 pattern.

Present participles convey ongoing aspect.

In this chapter, we will learn how to recognize and translate present participles. Let’s
begin with recognition.

How To Parse a Present Participle

Present Participles

active middle/ passive
VT, 0UGA, VT LEVO, UEVT], UEVO
3-1-3 2-1-2
M (3) F @) N (3) M (2) F (1) N (2)
AVOV AVOVOOL AVOV AVOPEVOC | Avopevn | Avdpevov
AVOVTOC Avovong AVOVTOC AMOPEVOL | Avopevng | Avopevou
AvovTL Avovon AoVt AMOREVD | AVOpEVY | AVOREVW
AVOVTO! AVOVOOLY AVOV Avopevov | Avopevny | Avdpevov
AVOVTEC AVOVOOL AVOVTO! Avopevol | Avopevor | Avopevo
Aoviov | Avovedv | Avoviov | Avopevov | AopEVLDVY | AVOpEVLV
AVovoly | Avovoaic | Avouvoty | MOREVOLC | AMVOREVOILS | AVOUEVOLC
AVOVTOC AVOVCOLC Aovto. | Avopevouc | Avopevoc | Avopevo

| know that when you first look at this table it makes you want to run for the hills

screaming.

There is no need for such drastic measures!
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You already know everything!

Tense and voice, case, number and gender, remember?
Tense Voice Participle Case Number Gender

Nominative
Present | Active » , Masculine
_ _ . Genitive | Singular o
Aorist Middle | Participle ) Feminine
. Dative Plural
PeRfect | Passive Neuter
Accusative

Let’s learn how to recognize each of these pieces of the participle. Then we will put
them into play.

Tense

Present tense is recognized the same way it always is. The clue is that there is no clue.
Since we learn the present tense when we learn the verb, the present tense stem will be
there smiling at you, shouting “Hey! I’'m present tense!”

Voice

This is easier than you might think. Notice that the middle/passive forms all have pev
after the connecting vowel. This is a sure sign that a participle is middle or passive. It’s
worth repeating:
HEV
in the middle
is a sure sign that you’re looking at a
middle/passive participle.

By process of elimination, if the participle lacks Liev, you can assume it is active. But
that is a backwards way to identify an active participle. Here is the positive approach.

Active participles all have either vt or ouoa/n. Of the two, vt is more common. So here
is how to spot an active participle.

VT and ovoa/1

are dead giveaways
that you are looking at an
active participle.
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Case, Number, Gender

We find the case, number and gender exactly as we would expect — by the case
endings. As we learned in the last lesson, since the participles are adjectival they have
to be able to take on 24 forms.

Do you remember the 2-1-2 pattern of declension? It is the most common way that
adjectives decline. The article, for example, follows this pattern. It means the adjective
follows:

= Second declension in the masculine gender

= First declension in the feminine gender, and

= Second declension in the neuter gender

Then, there was the 3-1-3 pattern of declension. The adjective followed this pattern.
It followed:

= Third declension in the masculine gender

= First declension in the feminine gender, and

= Third declension in the neuter gender

We have seen it all before. You should be nodding off on me!

If you remember these patterns, you will have no problem with participles. If not, you
might want to go back and re-watch videos 12 and 13.

Here’s the rule:

Present active participles follow the 3-1-3 pattern of declension.
Present, Middle/Passive patrticiples follow the 2-1-2 pattern of declension.
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To illustrate...

Comparison of the present active participle and

QL0
24 forms of moc (3-1-3)

M (3) F (1) N (3) 3 masc I fem

ALV Avovoo. AvOV | N | mog | mooo oV |
AVOVTOC Avovong AVOVTOg | G | movTog | mOoMg | MOVTOG |
AVOVTL Avovor) AVOVTL D | movtt | moon | TovTl
AvovToL AV0VOOLY Avov | TOVIO | TOIC0V rov
AVOVTEC Aovoot AvovTOL | movTeg | mocon | movToL |
AOVIOV | Avovomdv | Avoviov TOVIOV | THCOV | TOUVTIOV
Avovolv | Avodooug | Avovoiv OO i)
AVoVTOC AVoVeOIC Adovor | TOLVTOC | TovVTo. |

You will want to note the nominative, singular, masculine form (wv, shaded yellow in the
chart above). This is an exception to the rule, but we are used to nominative forms
being odd.

Comparison of the present, middle/passive participle and the article

adie p e
O O
M (2) F(1) N(2) The Article
4 , , M(2) F (1) N (2)
AVOREVOG | AVOMEVT | AVOREVOV Nominative “the” 3 1 %
AVOPEVOV | AVOREVIC | AVOREVOD g Genitive  “of the” | 710V e 700
AVOPEVW | AVOMEV | AVOMEVD) ug; Dative ‘tothe” | 10 ™ 0
AVGREVOY | Avopévny | Avdpevov Accusative the 0V mv 70
Avopevol | Avopevar | Avopevo Nominative “the” ot ol 0
AvopEveV | Avopévov | Avopévov w|Genitive  “ofthe” | t@v | tov | 1dv
= 2 “, ” = = 3
AVOUEVOLC | AVOpEVOLS | AVOpEVOLS a | Dative o the Tolc | Todc | Tole
, , , Accusative “the” TOVG TOG O
AVOMEVOLS | AVOMEVOC | AVOPEVO

The bottom line: If you understand how the 2-1-2 and 3-1-3 adjective behaves, you can
easily tell the case, number, and gender of a participle.
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Let’s Practice

Here are a few examples to demonstrate.

TIOTEVOUEVTV

(being believed)

Let’s break it into pieces to examine it.

TIIOTEL 0 UEV NV

= The stem has not changed from what we learned (rtioTe0). It is present tense.
= [t contains LEV so it is either middle or passive voice. (0 is the connecting vowel.)

= 1)V is the accusative, singular feminine noun ending.

So to parse miotevouU£VnV we simply describe it as a present, middle/passive
participle, accusative, singular, feminine.

One more for good measure.

KataPaivovrta

(going down)

Let’s break it into pieces.

katafaiv o vt o

= The stem has not changed from what we learned (xatafawv). It is present tense.
= |t contains VT so it is active voice. (o is the connecting vowel.)

= ( is the nominative or accusative, plural neuter noun ending for the third
declension.

So to parse kataPatvovta we simply describe it as a present, active participle,
nominative or accusative, plural, neuter.

That is how you parse a present participle.

Now let’s look at some participles in sentences.
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How To Use The Present Participle

Adjectival Participle

"10€ 0 Guvog oD Be0D 6 alpwV TNV GuapTiay To0 KOGUOU.
Behold the lamb * of God  taking away the sin of the world.

alpwvV is a present, active participle, nominative, singular, masculine.

* alpwv is adjectival. It modifies 0 avog o0 BeoD.
* Often with Greek adjectival participles, you have to add some words to smooth
things out. Usually this is translated, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away

the sin of the world.” It is better English. But the present force of the participle
gets lost.

* The case, number and gender of the participle match the case, number and
gender of the noun being modified (0 &1VOg).

% The underlined words are the participial phrase.
* IMPORTANT: The adjectival participle almost always has the article.

Substantival Participle

Ol MOTEVOVTEC cWOTcOVTAL.

The believing (ones) will be saved.

TOTEVOVTEC is a present, active participle, nominative, plural, masculine.

* miotebOVTEC is substantival. It does not modify anything. | put “ones” in
parentheses. Often with Greek substantivals you have to add the implied subject
in your English translation.

* The case, number and gender match the plural subject. (Those who will be
saved.)

% The underlined words are the participial phrase.
* IMPORTANT: The substantival participle almost always has the article.
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Adverbial Participle

ginev €v ouvaywyf] dddokwv v Kagapvaovyl.

these (things) hesaid in  the synagogue teaching in Capernaum.,

d1ddokwyV is a present, active participle, nominative, singular, masculine.

* d18dokwv is adverbial. It tells us more about gimev.

% The case, number and gender match the “he” in “he said.”
% The underlined words are the participial phrase.

* IMPORTANT: The adverbial participle never has the article.

The best way — the only way — to learn these is to meet a bunch of them in context.
Try your hand at translating the sentences in the workbook.

Do not become discouraged if you find these difficult. You will get the hang of it!
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