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ln 20.l 0, outhor Joshuo Foer hosted on orchitecturol design-build com-
petition "Sukkoh City: New York City." Austin+Mergold (A+M) wos
invited by Foer to enter the competition thot colled for twelve "rod-
icolly temporory, experimentol povilions."2 Their entry, Subwoy
Sukkoh, wos noted by Notolie Jerimiienko in the New York Times
os provoking o discussion "obout whether or not you could turn o

public spoce into o religious one."3
The competition required rediscovering the oncient Jewish

proctice of constructing o liminol reolm beiween enclosure ond noture
for the festivol of Sukkot. The Union Squore competition site pro-
voked A+M to consider the overlop between New York City zoning
codes ond sukkoh design prescriptions outlined in the Tolmoud.

According to Jewish trodition, the sukkoh is o structure meont
to ocknowledge power of the Higher Authority ond to commem-
orote o nomodic post through obstinence from vorious comforts. lt
is olso on ocknowledgment of the connection ond interfoce between
the mundone ond the divine. The orchitecture of o sukkoh is des-
cribed in socred Hebrew texts in woys thoi ore not dissimilor to how
New York City Zoning ond Building Codes regulote construction.
Zoning informs one where to build ond building codes regulote mote-
riols, structure ond methods of ossembly. Everything else (in sukkoh
or NYC construction) is open to interpretotion, os long os the design
remoins "os of right."

N

sukkoh spc

Building Cr

or exit occ

Considerin
stotion, the

d iscerning

ln 20'13, fi
included d
Arod, Ron

Thom Moy
T

imoiely 6O

twelve win
Augusi 8,

eleven finc

entry, focu
T

film SUKI(

of Oxbow

3 :.'
il A l^- -.- -A llU .:-

Shelter.
Sep lL-

2 ln on e-moil to
A+M on Wednesdoy, June
09,2010 ot l2:32 PM

Joshuo Foer wrote: "Deor
Austin+Mergold, As on
odmirer of your work,
it is my pleosure to invite
you fo enter 'Sukkoh
City: New York City,' on
internotionol design
compelition thot will result
in l2 rodicolly tempor-
ory, experimentol povilions
being constructed in

Union Squore Pork, NYC
this foll. The sukkoh, os
you moy know, is on
oncient, ephemerol orche-

type troditionolly erected
for one week eoch foll by
Jews to celebrote the
outumn horvest. Our com-
petition oims lo re-imogine
ond reinvent the structure
wiihin its troditionol design
constroints. Jurors include
Ron Arod, Michoel Arod,
Adom Yorinsky, Thom

Moyne, Ado Tollo, Notolie
Jeremiienko. Rick Bell,
ond Poul Goldberger. This
is o design,/build compe-
lition. All 12 winning struc-
lures will be fully funded
by o f inonciol oword. The
registrotion deodline is

July 1, ond entry deodline
is August 1. I hope you'll
consider entering the com-
petition: www.sukkohcity.
com."
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Beginning ot I7:01

Oflscreen voice
nine, ten, eleven".

One, two, three, four, five, six, seven' eight"'

Ado Tolla So who would vote for

the subwoY? Come on' Let's do

o show o[ honds'

Thomos de Monchqux Con I

iust speok to the subwoY? WhY Ado
lflnd it troubling is: You don't

hove o choice os to whether to

be in it or not' lf You wont to

get out of the subwoY in Union

Squore, which is o verY"'

Paul Goldberger There ore o

dozen different woYs out of the

Union Squore stotion'

Ada Tolta There could be some-

ihing interesting in linking this

off-site moment to the rest of the

site which is [or down south' So

I do think thot there is something

to this entrY'

Moirs Kalman But how ore You

reconciling the religion Port of

it? Which is the most"'

Ado Tollo I con't reconcile thot'

Maira Kalman Which is the

biggest port o[ it.

Ada Tolla I con't reconcile thoi'
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Thom Mayne For me, it does not

hove ony tronsformotive Power,
to move from o contingent infro-

structurol sPoce to one of rituol'

Ada Tolta I thlnk it hos the potentiol to be

so surprising to go into this sPoce'

Multiple voices [lnoudible / tolking over eoch other]

Adam YorinskY But the foct thot

it couses this orgument, lthink
mokes it interesting to Put there'

Becouse there will be PeoPle
who soy, "This doesn't do enough'"

And thot's o verY legitimote

criticism, ond others who.'.

Multipte voices [lnoudible / tolking ot the some time]

Moira Kalman To creote o con-

troversY obout something thot

ultimotelY [is] more of on offense

in o woY thon on interesting con-

versotion. Becouse how monY

public sPoces would You wont

to be tronsformed into onY-

bodY's religion for onY omount

of time? And thot goes bock

to the question for me' WhY

would I wont thot to be o Jewish

sPoce, or o Cotholic sPoce, or

o Muslim sPoce?

Ada Tolla This is this todoY,

ond it will be something else

tomorrow. The ideo thot the

spoces thot we hove oround

chonge, ond hove the flexibilitY

to obsorb thot.
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Fomily slyle.
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Above ground
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