8. First Declension

Lesson in a Nutshell

First declension nouns are usually feminine and end in an o or n

Every Greek noun will give us three pieces of information about itself:

1. Its case tells us the role it plays in the sentence.
2. Its number tells us whether it is singular or plural.
3. Its gender tells us whether it is masculine, feminine, or neuter.

Case Number Gender

Nominative

Masculine
Genitive Singular o

Feminine
Dative Plural

Neuter
Accusative

But how will a given noun give us this information?

by inflection

“Inflection” is just a fancy word for “change.” The words will change form (“morph”) to
give us the information. English words inflect a little bit. But Greek words inflect like
crazy!

These inflections give us grammatical information about the word. It is nearly impossible
to understand Greek without understanding grammar. But this is a good thing! Because
once you know Greek, you will be a grammar whiz.

Greek nouns follow three patterns of inflection (change). These three patterns are called
“declensions.”

When you hear the word “declension”
think

“the pattern of change a noun follows
to show me its case, number and gender.”
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On the second page of the Master Chart, locate the Noun Endings Chart.

Noun Endings

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem

(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension) (3rd declension) | (3rd de?:llgﬁ;ion)

Nominative| o¢ o] oom i, |ov Tffc G| - &
Genitive [ 0v Joif 06N M| 00 Flim | |06 WaF| 08 S
in,?vg{i%,eby G.) toke(l) \ng]rd q Ofn to a%ggigning 0;) tgpvyc:?k 1 %O:ngs(; tg(:i);r:t
Accysative| ov Moot fovenv i, [ov i f o cile] -
Nominativel o1 e | o1 e | 0 e | |EC S | O Sene
S| Senitive |y Mool v Lo | ov Saey] v S| av S
=| Dative o skl g oo, | owg o] fore Satkn[ow uo
Accusative|ovg "] ac e, | o 3% | oo ] o G

Notice that there are three declensions.

Noun Endings

) dMascuIine 151Feminine , dNeuler» (g\rﬂdasc/ Fem - Neuter . .
n n
.« ‘ ‘ First declension nouns

Nominative Loyog apyn Epyov oopg oug

subject 0C  “wod” | QoM peginning | OV “work G fesh —  light (In blu e)
iti A0 EP'Y
5| Sonitive | 00 ol GGG oratmmming| OV ceent| |05 Whesr| 0 S
S
2 i royQ o EPYQ COopKL Wt
& in.la/%?.%,eby O a;/«o'm Qo) mabgg);ci;"ning o to%fk 1 mnpesn 1 12 Ii;ht ” f . .
i Aoyov opynv. Epyov copKe ow are USUB. emlnlne
- R e e | e y
i i Ao € ol o
Nominative| or e | 01 wegmme | O vore | [€S Temer | @ Sone d their st
Genitive Aoyaov apyOv epyav CapKaOV d0TOV an elr stem
TE mv of words mv of beginnings mv of works| mv of fleshes mv of Iigms
£ i Aoyou opyou 'you COpELY WoLv
B in,[\z/gg,l}g,eby OIQ tov:,ordgs alg to bggglcnniﬁgs OlG t?v!orkgs Clv toﬁgsghes Olv t?:ligh(s
i Aoyour o epya copK WTe i
Accysative[guc foex| oc o | o 212 | o | @ fou usually ends in an o or an 1.

Noun Endings

S d d I . e E‘nasculine (mFemining e dNamer_ (g\rﬂdasc/ Fem (MNsmsr_
N N )

econ eclension noun S_ Nominative Aoyog apyn epyov copE owg

subject O0C  ‘wod' | OoM  begining | OV “work [ | & fesn | — ignf

(I n blue) Genitive me

A0y0V op’
possession OV oraword| XCor NS ofabeginning | OV ofwork| |OS offiesh’ | O  oflight

£pyon CapKog 6wTog

:-\:s
, 5| atve, | @ oo oon oot @ S| [0 W] S
are usually masculine or neuter Accusative| oy 0 [oy v o [ov | [a come |~ e
: Nomnatvel o Mom| on oo [0 @] [ec | w G0
and their stem N O I e | e e
= Datve o Mrs] aig oo, |owg s jov S35 | ovy Sao
usually ends in an o. Accusative[oug W] oc o, [ o W | [oc WE| @ S
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Noun Endings

(zn'r\jnasculin_e (‘sremining (szeu«er_ (Masc/ Fem (amNeuter_
Nominative| og “maer | 0taml  oime | OV | |6 o | = fem

5| Senitve [ov Jomfac.ng | ov | Jog W] o S

2 "

;/E’; in,letig.%,eby u_) wx;);{/?rd QmT_l ma(ﬁg;(igmng (1_) ‘spv:/;)k :Zﬁlpe:r: 1 tqu)Ll?;r:t
Accysative | oy ase jov.mv g, [ov | o i ] —
Nompnatvel o g | o1 e [ o | fec mar] o G

o] entve [ov Jum| ov i |ov | fov S| ov S

e[ Datve fowc drs| arg L, | owg P Jor Seik| o faon
Accusative| gug I| 06 e | & s | |06 Gemer | O Sane

This will become clearer as we go, so if you are a bit confused at this point do not worry!

Third declension nouns

may be masculine, feminine, or neuter

ends in a consonant.

Let’s start by looking at a first declension noun: dpxﬁ

1st Declension Endings

Look carefully at the table above. Notice how the endings change to tell us their case,
number and gender.

Feminine
(1st declension)
Nominative o apyn
subject or TI beginning
.| Genitive apxng
g possession GG or T\G of a beginning
2| Dative a opxn
D1 in, with, to, by v or T] to a beginning
Accusative apynv
object Iav or TIV beginning
Nominative apya
subject ol beginnings
=| Genitive apYOV
€| possession OV of beginnings
E Dative apyog
in, with, to, by alg to beginnings
Accusative o apxag
object G beginnings

There are eight forms of every noun. This makes sense.

In the chart above, notice that in English translations there are only two forms of the
word: “beginning” and “beginnings.” This is because English does not inflect (change
form) to tell us its case. It only changes to tell us if it singular or plural. English
compensates for this by using word order and little helping words. English is not nearly

four cases X two numbers = 8 forms

as elegant as Greek!
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Here are three more examples of first declension nouns: d)\poc, ypoc(j)ﬁ and 86&&.
Notice how the endings are “tacked on” to the nouns. Also, notice how consistent the

endings are.

You might notice that in the case of 50&a. there is a shift between o, and 1. This is
called an alpha-eta shift. Don’t let it bother you. Just realize that in the first declension
singular, the endings may be made with alphas or etas.

1st Declension Endings

Feminine
(1st declension)

1st Declension Endings

Feminine
(1st declension)

1st Declension Endings

Feminine
(1st declension)

subject

Nominative

a.n wpo.

hour

Nominative

subject

Qo
a n 'Y‘EJOOKT‘l

|Nominative

subject

'a‘n

SoEn
glory

Genitive

possession

WPOLC
ag n‘; of aﬁ hgur

Genitive

possession

ag.ng o

Genitive

possession

ac.Me

30EnG
of a glory

Dative
in, with, to, by

PO,
q N t0anhour

Dative
in, with, to, by

YOOUDTI
to a book

@

Dative
in, with, to, by

.1

Soﬁ
toa glory

Accusative

object

wpaLy

Iav TIV hour

Accusative

object

ov.nv YPO“”“V

Accusative

object

jov.nv

SoEav
glory

Nominative

subject

o wpot

hours

Nominative

subject

adot
ot wl))ooks

|Nominative| ol

subject

dokou
glories

Genitive

possession

oV 0POV

of hours

Genitive

possession

oALODV
v Yoe b(?i)ks

Genitive | )y

possession

SOEDV
of glories

Dative
in, with, to, by

OPOILC
to hours

Dative
in, with, to, by

YPOLOOiLG

alg to books

Dative
in, with, to, by

S0E0LC
to glories

Accusative

object

Here is an example of how the endings are used in a Greek sentence.

0c WPOLG

hours

Accusative

object

YpaLdog
ag books

Accusative

object

d0EoiC

glories

n Con Tng oaAnBetoc S18mwoty o0&y ™ Yoy

The life

of truth

gives

glory

to the

soul

o n nominative subject
aANOELOC oc genitive possession
S0EoV oV accusative object
TANY M dative indirect object
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Here is another example in which the words are more mixed up (to us).

{omv TN Kopdlo S16WOLY T oYOmn TOV YPOhOYV.

life tothe heart gives the love * of books.
Lonv nv accusative object
KPS0 o dative indirect object
OUYOLTT n nominative subject
YPOLOWV OV genitive possession

| put this one out of normal English word order on purpose. Can you figure out how it
would be translated?

The word “love” is in the nominative case, so it is the subject of the sentence.
The word “books” is in the genitive case so it indicates possession.

The word “life” is in the accusative case so it is the object of the verb.

The word “’heart” is in the dative case so it is the indirect object.

To translate this sentence into English we have to do two things:

1. We have to rearrange the words since English relies on word order to tell us what role
each word plays in the sentence (case).

2. We have to add helping words (“of,” “t0”).
So here itis:
The love of books gives life to the heart.

If you understand why this sentence is translated this way, you are well on your way to
understanding how case works!

Use the “Take a Hike” Workbook to practice understanding Greek case.

Have fun!!
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